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comprehensive  PDF
collection,  finding  the
appropriate  Passing
Nella  Larsen  PDFs  is
very easy and hassle-
free.  You  can  browse
our  co l l ec t i on  by
classification or use our
advanced  sea rch
choices  to  filter  your
outcomes according to
your interests.
We  prov ide  a  vast
array  of  download
options to match your
preferences.  You  can
download  Passing
Nella  Larsen  PDFs
absolute ly  f ree  or
choose from our costs
downloads that provide
exclusive material and
enhanced functions.
Our  PDF  collection  is
upgraded  consistently
with new titles, so you
can  always  discover
something  to  match
your interests. Whether
you're  looking  for
educational  sources,
enjoyable  novels,  or

useful articles, our PDF
collection has got you
covered.

Search
categories to
locate
appropriate PDFs
Usage advanced
search
alternatives to
find Passing
Nella Larsen pdf
Select from free
or premium
downloads
Locate new titles
frequently
contributed to
the PDF
collection

DOWNLOADING
PASSING NELLA
LARSEN PDF ON
VARIOUS TOOLS

Downloading  Passing
Nella  Larsen  on  your
devices  is  a  breeze
with  our  easy  to  use
system.  Whether  you
like  to  download  on
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your  mobile  phone,
tablet,  or  computer,
we've  got  the  actions
and  guidelines  for  a
smooth experience.

To download and
install Passing
Nella Larsen on
your mobile
device, open
your preferred
browser and
browse to our
internet site.
Once you've
found the PDF
you want to
download, tap
the download
button and await
the data to end
up downloading.
For desktop
computer
downloads,
simply click the
download switch
next to your
preferred PDF
Passing Nella
Larsen. Your
computer needs

to instantly
download and
install the
documents, and
you can access it
in your
downloads
folder.

With  our  user  friendly
s y s t e m ,  y o u  c a n
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r
downloaded  Passing
Nella Larsen on any of
your  devices  with  no
p r o b l e m .  B e g i n
downloading  your
favorite  PDFs  today
and delight in reading
them on-the-go.

ORGANIZING AND
HANDLING YOUR
PDF COLLECTION

Congratulations!  You
h a v e  a c t u a l l y
downloaded and install
Passing Nella Larsen of
incredible  PDFs  from
o u r  s u b s t a n t i a l
collection.  Now  it's
time  to  organize  and
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m a n a g e  y o u r
electronic  collection.
Don't  fret,  it's  not  as
tough  as  you  might
think!

Create
Folders
and
Groups
A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
convenient  ways  to
k e e p  y o u r  P D F s
arranged  is  to  create
f o l d e r s  a n d
classifications.  This  will
ce r ta in l y  a id  you
promptly  situate  the
PDF  Pass ing  Nel la
Larsen  you  wish  to
accessibility.  You  can
categorize  your  PDFs
based  upon  subject,
author, or any type of
other  requirements
that  makes  sense  to
you. For example, you

can  produce  a  folder
named  "Cookbooks"
and add all  dish PDFs
to it.

Utilize
Bookmar
king
Features
One  more  effective
way  to  manage  your
P D F  c o l l e c t i o n
Passing Nella Larsen
i s  t o  u t i l i z e
bookmarking functions.
This is especially useful
if  you  often  tend  to
check out PDF Passing
Nella  Larsen  partially
or intend to keep track
of  particular  pages.
Bookmarking  allows
you to mark pages or
sec t ions  fo r  easy
access  later.
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Consider
Using a
PDF
Superviso
r
I f  y o u  h a v e  a  b i g
collection of PDFs, you
may  intend  to  think
about  utilizing  a  PDF
superv isor .  A  PDF
s u p e r v i s o r  i s  a
software program that
e n a b l e s  y o u  t o
organize,  search,  and
manage  your  PDF
collection easily. Some
prominent  alternatives
c o n s i s t  o f  A d o b e
A c r o b a t ,  F o x i t
PhantomPDF, and Nitro
Pro.

Regularly
Update
and
Clean
Your
Collection
It's easy to collect a lot
of PDFs with time, yet
i t  i s  necessary  to
routinely  update  and
cleanse your collection.
T h i s  i n d i c a t e s
eliminating any kind of
PDFs  you  no  longer
requirement  or  want.
It's  likewise  a  great
idea  to  rename  PDF
Passing  Nella  Larsen
with  descriptive  titles,
making them easier to
locate in the future.
By following these easy
tips,  you'll  be  able  to
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organize  and  manage
your  PDF  collection
effortlessly.  Satisfied
analysis!

SHARING PASSING
NELLA LARSEN
PDF WITH OTHERS

Shar ing  PDFs  with
close  friends,  relative,
and  coworkers  has
never  been  easier.
Comply  with  these
straightforward actions
t o  s e n d  y o u r
downloaded  PDFs:

Email
attachments:
Send out PDF
documents
Passing Nella
Larsen as email
add-ons to the
designated
recipients. This is
a fast and simple
method to share
your downloads.
Cloud storage
space options:
Use cloud

storage services
such as Dropbox
or Google Drive
to save and
share your
Passing Nella
Larsen PDF. You
can create a
shareable web
link and send it
to the receivers.
Collaborative
PDFs: Some
PDFs are
designed for
cooperation,
enabling multiple
customers to
view and modify
the same data.
Search for joint
alternatives
when picking
your PDF Passing
Nella Larsen.

By  fol lowing  these
sharing  alternatives,
you  can  conveniently
share your PDF Passing
Ne l la  Larsen  w i th
o t h e r s  a n d  w o r k
together  on  projects
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with  no  hassle.

TIPS FOR
ENHANCING YOUR
PDF READING
EXPERIENCE

Reviewing PDFs can be
a  f a s c i n a t i n g
exper ience  i f  you
understand  exactly
how to make use of the
attributes  offered  by
your  PDF  audience.
Right  here  are  some
tips  to  enhance  your
P D F  r e a d i n g
experience:

Change the
typeface
dimension and
shade to your
choice for
comfortable
analysis.
Make use of the
scroll feature to
browse with an
extensive PDF
file Passing Nella
Larsen
effortlessly.

Make use of the
search feature to
find specific
keywords or
phrases within
the PDF.
Book mark pages
to monitor
crucial
information or to
resume reading
Passing Nella
Larsen where
you left off.
Highlight and
annotate
message to mark
vital points or to
add personal
notes.
Use the zoom
attribute to focus
on specific
details or
representations.

By  ut i l i z ing  these
features, you can make
one of the most out of
your  PDF  analys is
experience and gain a
m u c h  d e e p e r
understanding  of  the
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content.

PDF SAFETY AND
PERSONAL
PRIVACY

W h e n  i t  i n v o l v e s
down load ing  and
instal l  and  storing
Passing  Nella  Larsen
PDF, safety and privacy
are vital. With the ideal
measures  in  position,
you  can  shield  your
d o w n l o a d s  f r o m
unauthorized  access
a n d  e n s u r e  y o u r
privacy remains intact.
Here are some helpful
pointers  for  boosting
PDF  protection:

Set a password:
Among the most
convenient ways
to protect your
PDF file Passing
Nella Larsen is
by setting a
password. You
can do this
throughout the
download

process or by
utilizing a PDF
editor. Pick a
solid password
that is difficult to
fracture and
avoid using
typical words or
phrases.
Encrypt your
documents:
Encryption is
another reliable
means to protect
your PDF Passing
Nella Larsen.
This will certainly
rush the contents
of the data,
making it
unreadable to
any individual
without the
proper
decryption trick.
Bear in mind
sharing: When
sharing PDFs
with others, be
cautious about
that you're
sending them to.
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Make sure the
recipient is
credible and will
not share the file
Passing Nella
Larsen without
your approval.

In  addition  to  these
protection  actions,
there are also privacy
setups  you  can  make
use of to maintain your
downloaded and install
Passing  Nella  Larsen
safe. For example, you
c a n  r e m o v e  y o u r
download  history  to
prevent  others  from
seeing what you have
actually  downloaded.
Y o u  c a n  l i k e w i s e
disable  automated
downloads  to  make
sure  that  PDFs  aren't
downloaded and install
w i t h o u t  y o u r
knowledge.
By taking these actions
to shield your PDF file
P a s s i n g  N e l l a
L a r s e n ,  y o u  c a n

delight  in  a  carefree
download  experience
and  maintain  your
individual info secure.

VERDICT

You  have  actual ly
gotten to completion of
o u r  g u i d e  t o
downloading  Passing
Nella Larsen PDFs. We
hope  that  this  article
has served for you and
has  shown  you  just
how easy it is to access
and  appreciate  our
vast  array  of  options.
Our  PDF  l ib rary  i s
frequently  growing
with new and amazing
titles, so make certain
t o  i n s p e c t  b a c k
typical ly  for  f resh
reviews.
Bear  in  mind,  finding
the right Passing Nella
Larsen  PDFs  is  just  a
f e w  c l i c k s  a w a y ,
whether you're on your
desk top  o r  smar t
phone.  And  with  our
h e l p f u l  t i p s  o n
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o r g a n i z i n g  a n d
managing  your  PDF
collection, you'll always
recognize  where  to
locate  your  favorite
titles.
W h e n  i t  i n v o l v e s
sha r ing  you r  PDF
Passing  Nella  Larsen,
we've got you covered
also.  You  can  quickly
send  downloads  to
pa l s ,  f am i l y ,  and
coworkers  with  just  a
few  basic  steps.  And
we've  given  you  with
details on exactly how
to  shield  your  PDFs
f rom  unapproved
accessibility,  so  you
can really feel safe and
protected.
Enhancing  your  PDF
Passing  Nella  Larsen
reading  experience  is
additionally  very  easy
with our helpful tips on
readjusting  typefaces,
shades,  and  using
annotation  devices.
Checking out has never
been  so  convenient

and  pleasurable.
So  why  wait?  Start
explor ing  our  PDF
l ib ra ry  today  and
download Passing Nella
Larsen  excellent  read.
We assure you will not
regret it!
Thank you for choosing
our  system  for  your
PDF  downloads.  We
anticipate  offering  you
w i th  ou ts tand ing
service  and  diverse
choices for many years
to find.

Passing
N e l l a  L a r s e n
(1891-1964) occupies a
c e n t r a l  p l a c e  i n
African-American  and
Modernist  literature,
and  her  status  as  a
Harlem  Renaissance
woman writer is rivaled
only  by  Zora  Neale
Hurston's.  This  Norton
Cr i t ica l  Edi t ion  of
Larsen's  electrifying
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1 9 2 9  n o v e l  i s
accompanied  by  Carla
Kaplan's  insightfully
detailed  introduction,
e x p l a n a t o r y
annotations,  and  a
N o t e  o n  t h e  T e x t
"Backgrounds  and
Contexts"  connects
P a s s i n g  t o  t h e
historical events of the
day,  most notably the
s e n s a t i o n a l
Rhinelander/Jones case
of  1925.  Fourteen
contemporary  reviews
are reprinted, including
those by Alice Dunbar-
N e l s o n ,  W .  B .
Seabrook,  Mary  Griffin,
and W. E. B. Du Bois.
L i t t l e - k n o w n
documents,  including
t h o s e  b y  J u a n i t a
Ellsworth  and  Caleb
J o h n s o n ,  r e v e a l
America's  fascination
with-and  fear  of-the
cultural  phenomenon
o f  p a s s i n g .  A l s o
included  are  Larsen's
statements  on  the

novel  and on passing,
as well  as a generous
selection of her letters.
The  theme  of  "The
Tragic  Mulatto(a)"  in
American  literature  is
exp lored  through
related  writings  by
Lydia  Maria  Chi ld,
William  Wells  Brown,
Kate  Chopin,  Mark
Twain, Countee Cullen,
and Langston Hughes,
among others.  Finally,
Joseph Seamon Cotter,
J r . ,  Jessie  Redmon
F a u s e t ,  C o u n t e e
Cullen,  W.  E.  B.  Du
Bois, Allen Semi [Nella
Larsen],  George  S.
Schuyler,  Carl  Van
Vechten, and Langston
Hughes  voice  their
impressions of passing
from the perspective of
t h e  H a r l e m
R e n a i s s a n c e .
"Criticism"  provides
s i x t e e n  d i v e r s e
interpretat ions  of
Passing  by,  among
others,  Deborah  E.
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McDowe l l ,  J ud i th
Butler,  Cheryl  A.  Wall,
Thadious  M.  Davis,
George  Hutchinson,
M a r y  H e l e n
Wash ing ton ,  Ann
duCille,  Gayle  Wald,
C laudia  Tate ,  and
Jennifer DeVere Brody.
A  Chrono logy  and
Selected  Bibliography
are also included. Book
jacket.

Passing  GENERAL
PRESS
Generally  regarded  as
Nella  Larsen's  best
work,  Passing  was  first
published in  1929 but
has  received  a  lot  of
renewed  attention
because  of  its  close
examination  of  racial
a n d  s e x u a l
ambiguities.  It  has
achieved  canonical
s t a t u s  i n  m a n y
American  universities.
Clare  Kendry  is  living
on  the  edge.  Light-
skinned,  elegant,  and

ambi t i ous ,  she  i s
married  to  a  racist
white man unaware of
her  African  American
her i tage,  and  has
severed all ties to her
past  after  deciding  to
‘ p a s s ’  a s  a  w h i t e
w o m a n .  C l a r e ’ s
childhood friend, Irene
Redfield,  just  as  light-
skinned, has chosen to
remain  wi th in  the
Af r i can  Amer ican
community,  and  is
simultaneously  allured
and repelled by Clare’s
r i s k y  d e c i s i o n  t o
e n g a g e  i n  r a c i a l
m a s q u e r a d e  f o r
personal  and  societal
gain. After frequenting
Afr ican  American-
centric  gatherings
together  in  Harlem,
Clare's interest in Irene
turns into a homoerotic
longing  for  Irene's
black identity that she
abandoned  and  can
never  embrace  again,
and  she  is  forced  to
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g r a p p l e  w i t h  h e r
decision  to  pass  for
white in a way that is
both tragic and telling.

Passing  Rest less
Books
Rest less  C lass ics
presents  the  ninetieth
anniversary  edition  of
an  undersung  gem of
t h e  H a r l e m
Renaissance:  Nella
Larsen's  Passing,  a
c a p t i v a t i n g  a n d
prescient  exploration
of  identity,  sexuality,
self-invention,  class,
and  race  set  amidst
t h e  p e a l i n g
boisterousness  of  the
J a z z  A g e .  W h e n
childhood friends Irene
Redfield  and  Clare
Kendry cross paths at a
whites-only restaurant,
it’s been decades since
they last met. Married
to a bigoted white man
who has  no  idea  that
s h e  i s  A f r i c a n
American,  Clare  has

fully  embraced  her
ability  to  “pass”  as  a
white  woman.  Irene,
also  light-skinned  and
living  in  Harlem,  is
shocked  by  Clare’s
r e j e c t i o n  o f  h e r
heritage,  though  she
too  passes  when  it
suits  her  needs.  This
encounter  sparks  an
intense  relationship
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o
w o m e n  w h o ,  a s
acclaimed  critic  and
n o v e l i s t  D a r r y l
Pinckney  writes  in  his
insightful  introduction,
reflect  Larsen’s  own
experience  of  being
“between  black  and
white, and culturally at
home  nowhere.”  In  a
cu l tu re  i n ten t  on
setting  boundaries,
Clare and Irene refuse
t o  a d h e r e  t o
e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f
gender, race, or class,
culminating in a tragic
clash  of  identities,  as
their  re lat ionship



14

14 Passing Nella Larsen 2023-10-05

s w i n g s  b e t w e e n
emotional hostility and
intense  attraction.
“Nella Larsen’s Passing
i s  o n e  o f  t h o s e
American classics  that
I’ve  always  meant  to
get  around to.  A  new
edition  is  out  today
from  Restless  Books,
with a handsome cover
( a n d  i n t e r i o r
il lustrations,  all  by
Maggie  Lily)  and  an
introduction  by  the
novel ist  and  cr it ic
Darryl  Pinckney. If  I’m
g o i n g  t o  t a c k l e  a
classic, I like to have a
teacher  to  help  me
along the way…. It’s a
remarkable  book,  and
Maggie  Li ly’s  dark
illustrations  end  up
f e e l i n g  v e r y
a p p r o p r i a t e . ”
—Rumaan  Alam,  The
New York Times Books
Newsletter  Praise  for
Passing  "Quicksand
and Passing are novels
I will never forget. They

open up a whole world
of  exper ience  and
struggle  that  seemed
to me, when I first read
t h e m  y e a r s  a g o ,
absolutely  absorbing,
f a s c i n a t i n g ,  a n d
indispensable."  —Alice
Walker  "Discovering
Nella  Larsen  is  l ike
finding lost money with
no name on it. One can
enjoy  it  with  delight
and  share  it  without
guilt." —Maya Angelou
“Nella  Larsen  didn’t
just  eschew  tribes  —
she never had one to
b e g i n  w i t h … .
Unspar ing  on  the
madness  of  rac ia l
classification but frank,
and very beautiful,  on
the  l u re  o f  r ac i a l
belonging.”  —Parul
Sehgal,  The New York
Times  “[Passing]  is
a b o u t  c h a n g i n g
definitions  of  concepts
like  race  and  gender,
and  the  inextricable
relationship  between
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w h i t e n e s s  a n d
b lackness .  I t  i s  a
meditat ion  on  the
u n e a s y  d y n a m i c
b e t w e e n  s o c i a l
obligation and personal
freedom. It dramatizes
the  impossibility  of
self- invention  in  a
s o c i e t y  i n  w h i c h
nuance and ambiguity
are  considered  fatal
threats  to  the  social
o r d e r . ”  — E m i l y
Bernard ,  E lec t r i c
Literature “I have read
and  re-read  Passing
more  than  a  dozen
times. Each time I think
I can hear Larsen's own
voice  more  clearly:
asking,  demanding
really, that each of us
abandon  the  labels
we've  been  assigned
and celebrate the story
that  we  are.”  —Heidi
W .  D u r r o w ,  N P R
“Passing broke literary
ground as the story of
t w o  r a c i a l l y  a n d
sexually  ambiguous

women  wr i t ten  by
a n o t h e r .  S o c i a l
boundaries  can  be
permeated,  but  not
without cost.” —Natalie
Cate,  The  Guardian,
1000  novels  everyone
must read

Q u i c k s a n d  a n d
Pass ing  Rutge rs
University  Press
" Q u i c k s a n d  a n d
Passing  are  novels  I
will never forget. They
open up a whole world
of  exper ience  and
struggle  that  seemed
to me, when I first read
t h e m  y e a r s  a g o ,
absolutely  absorbing,
f a s c i n a t i n g ,  a n d
indispensable."--Alice
Walker  "Discovering
Nella  Larsen  is  l ike
finding lost money with
no name on it. One can
enjoy  it  with  delight
and  share  it  without
guilt."  --Maya  Angelou
"A  hugely  influential
and insightful writer." -
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-The  New  York  Times
"Larsen's  heroines  are
complex,  restless,
figures, whose hungers
and  frustrations  will
haunt  every  sensitive
reader. Quicksand and
Passing  are  slender
nove l s  w i th  huge
themes."  - -  Sarah
Waters  "A  tantalizing
mix of moral fable and
sensuous  co lor fu l
narrative,  exploring
female  sexuality  and
racial  sol idarity."-
Women ' s  S tud ies
International  Forum
Rutgers '  a l l - t ime
bestselling book, Nella
L a r s e n ' s  n o v e l s
Quicksand  (1928)  and
P a s s i n g  ( 1 9 2 9 )
d o c u m e n t  t h e
historical  realities  of
Harlem  in  the  1920s
and shed a bright light
on the social  world of
the  black  bourgeoisie.
The  novels'  greatest
a p p e a l  a n d
achievement, however,

is not sociological, but
psychological. As noted
i n  t h e  e d i t o r ' s
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
introduction,  Larsen
takes  the  theme  of
psychic  dualism,  so
popular  in  Har lem
Renaissance  fiction,  to
a  higher  and  more
c o m p l e x  l e v e l ,
d i s p l a y i n g  a
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
understanding  and
penetrating analysis of
b l a c k  f e m a l e
psychology.

Passing  Macmillan
Collector's  Library
N e l l a  L a r s e n ’ s
d i s t i n c t i v e  a n d
revealing  novel  about
racial  identity  set  in
New York in 1929. Part
o f  t h e  M a c m i l l a n
Collector’s  Library;  a
series  of  stunning,
clothbound,  pocket
sized classics with gold
foiled edges and ribbon
m a r k e r s .  T h e s e
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beautiful  books  make
perfect gifts or a treat
for any book lover. This
edit ion  of  Pass ing
f e a t u r e s  a n
introduction by Christa
Holm  Vogelius.  Irene
Redfield,  married  to  a
successful  physician,
enjoys  a  comfortable
life  in  Harlem,  New
York.  Reluctantly,  she
renews  her  friendship
with old school friend,
Clare  Kendry.  Clare,
who like Irene is  light
skinned,  ‘passes’  as
white and is married to
a racist white man who
has  no  idea  about
Clare’s racial  heritage.
Even  though  Irene
knows  that  reigniting
her  friendship  with
C la re  w i l l  l ead  to
trouble, she can’t resist
allowing Irene into her
world.  Irene  in  turn
wants  to  rekindle  her
bonds with the African
American  community
o f  h e r  y o u t h .  A s

t e n s i o n s  m o u n t
between  friends  and
between  couples,  this
taut  and  mesmerizing
narrative spins towards
an unexpected end.

Quicksand
Born to a white mother
and  an  absent  black
father,  and  despised
for her dark skin, Helga
Crane has long had to
fend  for  herself.  As  a
young  woman,  Helga
teaches at an all-black
school  in  the  South,
but even here she feels
different.  Moving  to
Harlem and eventually
t o  D e n m a r k ,  s h e
attempts to carve out a
comfortable  life  and
place  for  herself,  but
ends  up  back  where
she  started,  choosing
emotional freedom that
quickly  translates  into
a  narrow  existence.
Qu icksand ,  Ne l l a
Larsen's  powerful  first
novel,  has  intriguing
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a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l
parallels  and  at  the
same time invokes the
international dimension
of  African  American
culture of the 1920s. It
a l s o  e v o c a t i v e l y
portrays the racial and
gender restrictions that
can mark a life. "Fine,
t h o u g h t f u l  a n d
courageous.  It  is,  on
the  whole,  the  best
piece  of  fiction  that
Negro  America  has
produced  since  the
heyday  of  [Charles]
Chesnutt." (W. E. B. Du
Bois)

T h e  C o m p l e t e
F ic t ion  o f  Ne l la
Larsen

Passing,  Quicksand,
and  The  Stor ies
Anchor
This  volume  brings
together  the complete
fiction  of  the  author  of
Passing and Quicksand,
one of the most gifted

writers  of  the  Harlem
R e n a i s s a n c e .
Throughout  her  short
but  brilliant  literary
career,  Nella  Larsen
wrote piercing dramas
about the black middle
class  that  featured
sensit ive,  spir ited
heroines  struggling  to
find a place where they
belonged.  Passing,
Larsen’s  best-known
work,  is  a  disturbing
s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e
unraveling lives of two
childhood  friends,  one
of  whom  turns  her
back on her  past  and
marries a white bigot.
Just  as  disquieting  is
t h e  p o r t r a i t  i n
Quicksand  of  Helga
Crane,  half  black  and
ha l f  wh i te ,  who  i s
unable  to  escape  her
loneliness  no  matter
where and with whom
she  lives.  Race  and
marriage  offer  few
securities  here  or  in
the other stories in this
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compulsively  readable
col lect ion,  r ich  in
p s y c h o l o g i c a l
complexity and imbued
with  a  sense of  place
that  brings  Harlem
vibrantly  to  life.

Mulatto Womanhood
a n d  L i t e r a r y
Traditions  in  Nella
Larsen's  "Passing"
GRIN  Verlag
Seminar  paper  from
the  year  2013  in  the
sub ject  Amer ican
Studies  -  Literature,
g r a d e :  1 , 3 ,  F r e e
University  of  Berlin,
language:  English,
abstract:  The  1850
United  States  Census
offered  for  the  first
time  three  options  in
the  category  of  color:
In  addition  to  ‘white’
and ‘black,’ the option
o f  ‘ m u l a t t o ’  w a s
introduced  (Douglas
and Yates 44). The idea
for  this  inclusion  was
fo rwarded  by  the

northern states of  the
U.S. as the South was
n o t  k e e n  o n
acknowledging  any
mixing of the races: A
mulatto or mulatta is a
child born to one white
and one black parent.
D u r i n g  s l a v e r y ,
thousands  of  mulatto
children  were  born  to
slave  mothers  and
white  free  men,  most
often  the  masters  of
the women. Due to the
one-drop  rule  (which
classified  anyone  with
as little as one drop of
African blood as black),
t h e s e  c h i l d r e n
inherited the race and
s ta tus  f rom  the i r
mothers.In  the  1920s,
when the author Nella
Larsen came to fame,
the ‘color line’ between
b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e
Americans  was  drawn
more sharply than ever
before (cf. Kaplan xv).
As  mu la t toes  and
mulattas  can  be  of  a
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very  light  complexion,
they are predestined to
‘pass’  for  white.  This
means  that  they  can
cross  the  constructed
color  line  and  live  as
white  people.  There
are  various,  widely
differing, guesses as to
how many mulatto and
black people passed in
the  late  1920s:  The
numbers  range  from
5,000  people  in  the
U . S . e a c h  y e a r  t o
75,000 people  in  only
one  city  per  day  (cf.
K a p l a n  x v ) .  T h e
concept  of  passing
created  two  distinct
feelings.  The fact  that
people  could  simply
assume another  racial
i d e n t i t y  c r e a t e d
fascination, on the one
hand,  and  terror,  on
the  other  hand.  The
two  protagonists  of
Nella  Larsen’sPassing
(1929) ,  I rene  and
Clare,  are  mulattas.
Though  they  have

grown  up  together,
t h e y  h a v e  m a d e
different  choices  and
lead  different  lives:
Clare  has  passed  for
white  formany  years,
whereas  Irene  has
stayed within the black
community.A  detailed
comparison shows that
these  two  women  do
not  only  represent
different  options  for
mulatto  people,  but
that  they  also  share
characteristics.  As  far
as character types are
concerned ,  C la re
represents  the  tragic
mulatta.  Yet  Larsen
puts forth a revision of
this  literary  tradition
and  character  type.
Irene  exemplifies  the
m o r a l  b l a c k
bourgeoisie,  though  it
becomes  evident  that
La rsen  d i s tances
herself from Irene and
the black bourgeoisie’s
morals  and  ethics.
Irene, in addition, also
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possesses  t r ag i c
elements.  Despite
representing  different
character  types,  both
Irene and Clare are the
literary descendants of
I o l a  L e r o y ,  t i t l e
character  of  Frances
Ellen Watkins Harper’s
novel  Iola  Leroy;  or,
Shadows Uplifted.

Black Deutschland

A Novel Macmillan
Jed--young, gay, black,
out of rehab and out of
p r o s p e c t s  i n  h i s
hometown of Chicago--
flees  to  the  city  of  his
fantasies, a museum of
m o d e r n i s m  a n d
decadence: Berlin. The
paradise  that  tyranny
created, the subsidized
city isolated behind the
Berlin  Wall,  is  where
he's chosen to become
the  figure  that  he  so
admires,  the  black
American  expatriate.
N e w l y  s o b e r  a n d

n o s t a l g i c  f o r  t h e
W e i m a r  d a y s  o f
Isherwood and Auden,
Jed  arrives  to  chase
boys  and  to  escape
from what it means to
be  a  b lack  male  in
America.  But  history,
both  personal  and
pol i t ica l ,  can' t  be
avoided  with  time  or
distance.  Whether  it's
the  judgment  of  the
cousin he grew up with
and  her  husband's
bourgeois  German
family,  the  lure  of
white wine in a down-
and-out bar, a gang of
racists  looking  for  a
brawl,  or  the  ravaged
visage of Rock Hudson
flashing  behind  the
face of every white boy
he  desperately  longs
for,  the  past  never
stays  past  even  in
faraway  Berlin.  In  the
age  of  Reagan  and
AIDS in  a  city  on  the
verge of tearing down
its  walls,  he  clambers
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t o w a r d  s o m e
s e m b l a n c e  o f
adulthood  amid  the
outcasts  and  expats,
in te l l ec tua l s  and
artists,  queers  and
misfits.  And,  on
occasion,  the  c i ty
keeps  its  Isherwood
promises  and the boy
he  kisses,  incredibly,
kisses  him  back.  An
i n t o x i c a t i n g ,
provocative  novel  of
appetite,  identity,  and
s e l f - c o n s t r u c t i o n ,
Darryl Pinckney's Black
Deutschland  tells  the
story  of  an  outsider,
trapped  between  a
painful  past  and  a
tenebrous  future,  in
Europe's brightest and
darkest city.

Beyond Passing

The Further Writings
of Nella Larsen
Nella  Larsen's  1929
novel Passing is hailed
today  as  a  significant

literary work of Harlem
Renaissance,  though
for several decades it,
like  all  of  her  works,
was  out  of  print.  As
history rights a wrong
a n d  r e c o m m i t s
La rsen ' s  name  to
memory, it is beneficial
to  look  at  the  other
writings  she published
over  her  short  career,
co l l ec ted  he re  i n
Beyond  Passing:  The
Further  Writings  of
N e l l a  L a r s e n .
Contained  within  are
her  autobiographical
novel  Quicksand,  and
three  short  stories
" F r e e d o m , "  " T h e
W r o n g  M a n , "  a n d
"Sanctuary."  With  a
growing  number  of
titles  under  its  Magna
Releases banner, CSRC
Storytelling  promotes
and provides positivity,
power and presence in
print, restoring literary
classics  across  genres
and  mak ing  them
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newly  accessible  to
modern  readers.  This
col lect ion  of  Nel la
Larsen  stor ies  is  a
CSRC  Storyte l l ing
Magna  Release.

The Short Fiction of
Nella  Larsen  Simon
and  Schuster
Nella  Larsen  was  an
impo r tan t  w r i t e r
associated  with  the
Harlem  Renaissance.
Whi le  she  was  not
prolific  her  work  was
powerful  and  critically
acclaimed.  Collected
here  are  all  three  of
her  published  short
stories;  "Freedom,"
"The Wrong Man," and
"Sanctuary."  These
stories are about love,
loss, mistaken identity,
and death.

High Cotton

A Novel Macmillan
The  narrator  engages
in an existential search

for the meaning of his
black identity--from his
Indianapolis  roots  to
h i s  t a s t e  o f  t h e
expatriate life in Paris--
i n  a  n o v e l  t h a t
addresses  the  issues
pertaining  to  upper-
middle-class  blacks.
15,000  first  printing.

Nigger  Heaven  New
York : Knopf
"Negro life in Harlem."
Cf. Hanna, A. Mirror for
the nation

The  Relationship
B e t w e e n  N e l l a
Larsen's  "Passing"
and the Rhinelander
Case GRIN Verlag
Seminar  paper  from
the  year  2015  in  the
s u b j e c t  E n g l i s h
L a n g u a g e  a n d
Literature  Studies  -
Culture  and  Applied
Geography, grade: 2,7,
University  of  Bonn,
language:  English,
abstract:  Passing  by
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Nella Larsen, published
in  1929,  features  the
issue of racial  passing
in  a  soc iety  which
segregates  people  of
Negro  descent  from
the  dominant  white
American  class.  Wall
claims that "Not only is
Passing  set  in  Harlem
at  the  height  of  its
vogue,  it  is  itself  a
product  of  the  vogue.
A p t l y  t h e n ,  i t
acknowledges  the
opportunities as well as
the risks that the more
fluid racial  and cultural
boundar ies  o f  the
period  created".  Irene
Redfield,  one  of  the
t w o  f e m a l e
protagonists, is able to
pass, but still  chose a
life within Harlem and
a  coloured  husband.
Her  counterpart  Clare
K e n d r y ,  o n  t h e
contrary, is completely
pass i ng  by  be ing
married to a white man
who  does  not  know

about  her  descent.
St i l l ,  she  is  highly
fascinated  by  the  life
Irene  leads  in  Harlem
and thus she attempts
at leading a double-life.
As  C lare  becomes
increasingly involved in
the  black  culture  of
that time, she also has
to  f ea r  abou t  he r
husband  finding  out
the truth about her. In
order to set  the issue
of  racial  passing  in  a
historical  and  cultural
framework,  I  attempt
at  focusing  on  the
connection  between
t h e  n o v e l  a n d  a
jurisdictional case from
1 9 2 5 ,  c a l l e d  t h e
Rhinelander Case. This
case  is  a lso  be ing
referred to in Passing:
"What if Bellew should
divorce  Clare?  Could
he?  There  was  the
Rhinelander  case".
Furthermore,  Madigan
claims  the  following:
"That  Larsen  has  the
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case enter Irene's mind
so  quickly,  however,
testifies  to  the
R h i n e l a n d e r s '
i m p o r t a n c e  t o
d i s c u s s i o n s  o f
miscegenation,  the
law, and racial passing
during  the  period  of
t h e  H a r l e m
Renaissance".  Leonard
Kip  Rhinelander,  who
was  from  the  upper
white  class  of  New
York,  got  married  to
Alice  Jones,  who  was
mixed-raced  and  from
the  working  class.
Rhinelander attempted
a t  a n n u l l i n g  t h e
marriage as he claimed
he  had  not  known
about  his  wife's  race
before  the  wedding.
She  countered  by
claiming  that  he  has
known about their race
before  their  marriage
as it was unmistakable.
The  jury  the  young
couple had to face was
all-male  and  white.

Thereupon,  this  term
paper will deal with the
following  research
question: How can the
relationship  between
the  Rhinelander  Case
and  Nella  Larsen's
Passing be defined and
which  are  the  means
b y  w h i c h  t h i s
relationship  is  being
constituted?

Collected  works  by
N e l l a  L a r s e n .
Illustrated

Passing,  Quicksand,
The  Wrong  Man,
Freedom,  Sanctuary
S t r e l b y t s k y y
Multimedia Publishing
Nel la l l i tea  'Nel la '
Larsen  (first  called
Nellie  Walker)  was  an
American  novelist  of
t h e  H a r l e m
Renaissance who wrote
two novels  and a few
short stories. A revival
o f  i n te res t  i n  he r
writing  has  occurred
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since  the  late  20th
century, when issues of
rac ia l  and  sexua l
identity  have  been
studied.  Her  works
have been the subjects
of numerous academic
studies, and she is now
widely  lauded  as  "not
o n l y  t h e  p r e m i e r
novelist of the Harlem
Renaissance,  but  also
an  important  figure  in
American  modernism."
Since  the  late  20th
century,  Passing  has
received  renewed
attention from scholars
because  of  its  close
examination  of  racial
and sexual ambiguities
and  liminal  spaces.  It
has achieved canonical
s t a t u s  i n  m a n y
American  universities.
Passing Quicksand The
Wrong  Man  Freedom
Sanctuary

A  Study  Guide  for
N e l l a  L a r s e n ' s
"Pass ing"  G a l e ,

Cengage  Learning
A Study Guide for Nella
Larsen's  "Passing",
excerpted  from Gale's
acclaimed  Novels  for
Students.This  concise
study  guide  includes
p l o t  s u m m a r y ;
character  analysis;
author  biography;
s tudy  ques t i ons ;
historical  context;
suggestions for further
reading;  and  much
m o r e .  F o r  a n y
literature project, trust
Novels for Students for
all  of  your  research
needs.

Brown Girls

A  Nove l  R a n d o m
House
N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S
EDITORS’  CHOICE •  A
blazingly original debut
novel about a group of
f r i ends  and  the i r
immigrant  families
from  Queens,  New
Y o r k — a  t e n d e r l y
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observed,  fiercely
poetic love letter to a
modern  generation  of
brown girls. “An acute
study  of  those  tender
moments of becoming,
t h i s  i s  a n  o d e  t o
girlhood,  inheritance,
and  the  good  trouble
t h e  b o d y
yields.”—Raven Leilani,
author  of  Luster  ONE
O F  T H E  M O S T
ANTICIPATED  BOOKS
OF 2022—Zakiya Dalila
H a r r i s  f o r
Entertainment  Weekly,
Bustle, Chicago Review
of  Books,  Nylon,  Ms.
magazine,  PopSugar,
The  Rumpus ,  The
Millions,  Electric  Lit  If
you  real ly  want  to
know, we are the color
of  7-Eleven root  beer.
The  color  of  sand  at
Rockaway Beach when
it blisters the bottoms
of our feet. Color of soil
.  .  .  W e l c o m e  t o
Queens,  New  York,
where  streets  echo

with languages from all
o v e r  t h e  g l o b e ,
subways rumble above
dollar  stores,  trees
bloom and topple over
sidewalks,  and  the
funky  scent  of  the
Atlantic Ocean wafts in
from Rockaway Beach.
Within one of New York
City’s most vibrant and
eclectic  boroughs,
young women of color
like  Nadira,  Gabby,
Naz,  Trish,  Angelique,
and  countless  others,
attempt  to  reconcile
t h e i r  i m m i g r a n t
backgrounds  with  the
American  culture  in
which  they  come  of
a g e .  H e r e ,  t h e y
become  friends  for
life—or  so  they  vow.
Exuberant  and  wild,
together  they  roam
The  City  That  Never
Sleeps,  sing  Mariah
Carey  at  the  tops  of
their  lungs,  yearn  for
crushes who pay them
no  mind—and  break
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the  hearts  of  those
who  do—al l  wh i le
trying  to  heed  their
mothers’ commands to
be obedient daughters.
But as they age, their
paths diverge and rifts
form between them, as
some choose to remain
on  familiar  streets,
while  others  find
themselves  ascending
in the world, beckoned
by  existences  foreign
and seemingly at odds
with  the i r  humble
roots .  A  b laz ing ly
original  debut  novel
told  by  a  chorus  of
unforgettable  voices,
Brown  Girls  illustrates
a collective portrait  of
childhood,  adulthood,
and  beyond,  and  is  a
striking  exploration  of
female  friendship,  a
powerful  depiction  of
w o m e n  o f  c o l o r
attempting  to  forge
their place in the world
today. For even as the
conflicting  desires  of

ambition  and  loyalty,
f r e e d o m  a n d
c o m m i t m e n t ,
adventure and stability
risk dividing them, it is
to one another—and to
Queens—that  the girls
ultimately return.

Q u i c k s a n d  a n d
Passing
A writer of the Harlem
Renaissance,  Nella
Larsen  wrote  just  two
novels, published here,
and a handful of short
stor ies .  Cr i t ica l ly
acclaimed, both speak
power fu l l y  o f  the
contradictions  and
r e s t r i c t i o n s
experienced  by  black
w o m e n  a t  t h a t
t i m e . Q u i c k s a n d ,
written in  1928,  is  an
autobiographical  novel
about  Helga  Crane,  a
mixed  race  woman
c a u g h t  b e t w e e n
fulfilling  her  desires
a n d  g a i n i n g
respectability  in  her
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m i d d l e  c l a s s
n e i g h b o u r h o o d .
Written  a  year  later,
Passing tells  the story
o f  t w o  c h i l d h o o d
fr iends,  Clare  and
I r e n e ,  b o t h  l i g h t
skinned  enough  to
p a s s  a s  w h i t e .
R e c o n n e c t i n g  i n
adulthood,  Clare  has
chosen  to  l ive  as  a
white  woman,  while
Irene  embraces  black
culture  and  has  an
important  role  in  her
c o m m u n i t y . N e l l a
Larsen's  novels  are
moving,  characterful,
and  important  books.
She  pioneered  writing
about  the  conflicts  of
sexuality, race and the
secret  suffering  of
women  in  the  early
twentieth century.

W e  L o v e  Y o u ,
Charlie  Freeman

A  Novel  Algonquin
Books

A  FINALIST  FOR  THE
2016  CENTER  FOR
FICTION  FIRST  NOVEL
PRIZE  AND  THE  2017
YOUNG LIONS  AWARD
“A  terrifically
auspicious  debut.”
—Janet  Maslin,  The
N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s
“Smart,  timely  and
powerful  .  .  .  A  rich
e x a m i n a t i o n  o f
America’s treatment of
race, and the ways we
attempt to discuss and
confront  it  today.”
—The  Huffington  Post
The  Freeman  family--
Charles,  Laurel,  and
t h e i r  d a u g h t e r s ,
teenage Charlotte and
nine-year-old  Callie--
have  been  invited  to
the Toneybee Institute
to  part ic ipate  in  a
research  experiment.
They  wil l  l ive  in  an
apartment  on  campus
with  Charlie,  a  young
chimp  abandoned  by
h i s  m o t h e r .  T h e
F r e e m a n s  w e r e
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selected because they
know  sign  language;
they  are  supposed  to
teach it to Charlie and
we lcome  h im  as  a
member of their family.
But  when  Charlotte
discovers  the  truth
about  the  institute’s
history of questionable
studies, the secrets of
the  past  invade  the
present  in  devious
ways. The power of this
s h a t t e r i n g  n o v e l
resides  in  Greenidge’s
undeniable  storytelling
talents.  What  appears
t o  b e  a  s t o r y  o f
m o t h e r s  a n d
d a u g h t e r s ,  o f
sisterhood  put  to  the
test, of adolescent love
a n d  g r o w n - u p
misconduct,  and  of
history’s  long  reach,
becomes a provocative
a n d  c o m p e l l i n g
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
America’s  failure  to
find  a  language  to  talk
a b o u t  r a c e .  “ A

magnificently  textured,
vital,  visceral  feat  of
storytelling . . . [by] a
sha rp ,  po i gnan t ,
extraordinary  new
voice  of  American
l i terature .”  —Téa
Obreht,  author  of  The
Tiger’s Wife

Quicksand Penguin
Born to a white mother
and  an  absent  black
father,  and  despised
for her dark skin, Helga
Crane has long had to
fend  for  herself.  As  a
young  woman,  Helga
teaches at an all-black
school  in  the  South,
but even here she feels
different.  Moving  to
Harlem and eventually
t o  D e n m a r k ,  s h e
attempts to carve out a
comfortable  life  and
place  for  herself,  but
ends  up  back  where
she  started,  choosing
emotional freedom that
quickly  translates  into
a  narrow  existence.
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Qu icksand ,  Ne l l a
Larsen's  powerful  first
novel,  has  intriguing
a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l
parallels  and  at  the
same time invokes the
international dimension
of  African  American
culture of the 1920s. It
a l s o  e v o c a t i v e l y
portrays the racial and
gender restrictions that
can  mark  a  life.  For
more  than  seventy
years,  Penguin  has
been  the  l ead ing
publisher  of  classic
l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e
English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700
titles, Penguin Classics
represents  a  global
bookshelf  of  the  best
works  throughout
history  and  across
genres and disciplines.
Readers  t rust  the
se r i es  to  p rov ide
authoritative  texts
e n h a n c e d  b y
introductions and notes
by  d i s t i ngu i shed

s c h o l a r s  a n d
contemporary  authors,
as  well  as  up-to-date
translations  by  award-
winning translators.

T h e  P e r s o n a l
Librarian  Penguin
The  Instant  New  York
Times  Bestseller!  A
G o o d  M o r n i n g
America*  Book  Club
Pick!  "Historical  fiction
a t  i t s  b e s t ! " *  A
remarkable  nove l
about  J.  P.  Morgan's
personal  l ibrarian,
Belle da Costa Greene,
the  Black  American
woman who was forced
t o  h i d e  h e r  t r u e
identity  and  pass  as
white in order to leave
a  lasting  legacy  that
enriched  our  nation,
from  New  York  Times
bestselling  authors
Marie  Benedict  and
Victoria  Christopher
M u r r a y .  I n  h e r
twenties,  Bel le  da
Costa  Greene  is  hired
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by  J .  P .  Morgan  to
curate  a  collection  of
rare  manuscr ipts ,
books, and artwork for
his newly built Pierpont
Morgan  Library.  Belle
becomes  a  fixture  in
New York  City  society
and  one  of  the  most
powerful people in the
art  and  book  world,
k n o w n  f o r  h e r
impeccable  taste  and
shrewd negotiating for
critical  works  as  she
helps  create  a  world-
class  collection.  But
Belle has a secret, one
she must protect at all
costs.  She  was  born
not  Bel le  da  Costa
G r e e n e  b u t  B e l l e
Marion Greener. She is
t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f
Richard  Greener,  the
first  Black  graduate  of
Harvard  and  a  well-
known  advocate  for
equa l i t y .  Be l l e ' s
complexion  isn't  dark
because of her alleged
Portuguese  heritage

that  lets  her  pass  as
white--her  complexion
is dark because she is
African  American.  The
Personal Librarian tells
t h e  s t o r y  o f  a n
extraordinary  woman,
f a m o u s  f o r  h e r
intellect, style, and wit,
and shares the lengths
she must go to--for the
protection of her family
and  her  legacy--to
preserve  her  carefully
crafted  white  identity
in  the  racist  world  in
which she lives.

The  Nella  Larsen
C o l l e c t i o n ;
Quicksand,  Passing,
Freedom, the Wrong
Man, Sanctuary
T h e  N e l l a  L a r s e n
Collection is comprised
of  five  Nella  Larsen
fiction  including;
Quicksand,  Passing,
Freedom,  The  Wrong
Man,  and  Sanctuary.
Quicksand,  Larsen's
first  novel,  tells  the
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story  of  Helga  Crane
who is  the lovely  and
refined  daughter  of  a
Danish  mother  and  a
West  Ind ian  b lack
father  who  abandons
Helga and her mother
soon  after  Helga  is
born.  Unable  to  feel
comfortable  with  any
of  her  white-skinned
relatives, Helga travels
A m e r i c a ,  v i s i t s
Denmark searching for
people  she  feels  at
home with.  In  Passing
Clare  and  Irene  are
childhood  friends  who
l o s e  t o u c h  w h e n
Clare's father dies and
she moves in with two
white aunts. By hiding
that  Clare  was  part-
black, they allowed her
to  'pass'  as  a  white
woman  and  marry  a
white racist. Irene lives
in  Harlem,  commits
herself  to racial  uplift,
and  marries  a  black
doctor. Passing centers
on  the  meet ing  o f

these childhood friends
later  in  life,  and  the
unfolding of events as
e a c h  w o m a n  i s
f a s c i n a t e d  a n d
seduced by the other's
d a r i n g  l i f e s t y l e .
Freedom,  The  Wrong
Man,  and  Sanctuary
are three stories about
love,  loss,  mistaken
identity,  and  death.
Nel la l l i tea  'Nel la '
L a r s e n  w a s  a n
American  novelist  of
t h e  H a r l e m
Renaissance.  Though
her literary output was
scant,  what she wrote
earned her recognition
by her contemporaries
and  by  present-day
critics.

Imitation  of  Life
Duke University Press
A reprint  of  the  1933
classic novel, the basis
for  two  film  versions,
w i t h  a  n e w
introduciton.
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Blackballed:  The
Black  Vote  and  US
Democracy

With  a  New  Essay
New  York  Review  of
Books
An  incisive  reflection
on  black  electoral
p o l i t i c s ,
disenfranchisement,
and the lasting legacy
of  the  c iv i l  r ights
movement—now with a
brand-new  essay  on
t h e  C o v i d - 1 9
pandemic, reparations,
and  the  2020  George
F l o y d  p r o t e s t s .
Blackballed  is  Darryl
Pinckney’s  meditation
on a century and a half
of  participation  by
blacks  in  US  electoral
p o l i t i c s .  I n  t h i s
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
memoir,  historical
n a r r a t i v e ,  a n d
contemporary  political
and social analysis, he
i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e
struggle  for  b lack

vot ing  r ights  from
Reconstruction through
t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s
movement  to  Barack
O b a m a ’ s  t w o
p r e s i d e n t i a l
campaigns. Drawing on
the  work  of  scholars,
the  memoirs  of  civil
rights workers, and the
speeches  and writings
of  black  leaders  like
Martin Luther King and
Stokely  Carmichael,
Andrew  Young  and
John  Lewis,  Pinckney
t r a c e s  t h e
disagreements  among
blacks  about  the  best
strategies for achieving
equality  in  American
society as well  as the
ways  in  which  they
gradual ly  came  to
create the Democratic
v o t i n g  b l o c  t h a t
contr ibuted  to  the
election  of  the  first
b l a c k  p r e s i d e n t .
Interspersed  through
the  nar ra t i ve  a re
P i n c k n e y ’ s  o w n
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memories  of  growing
up  during  the  civi l
r ights  era  and  the
reactions of his parents
to the changes taking
place  in  American
society.  He  concludes
with an examination of
ongoing  efforts  by
R e p u b l i c a n s  t o
suppress  the  black
vote,  with  particular
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
S u p r e m e  C o u r t ’ s
recent decision striking
down part of the Voting
Rights  Act  of  1965.
Also  included  here  is
P inckney ’s  essay
“What  Black  Means
Now,” on the history of
the black middle class,
stereotypes  about
blacks and crime, and
contemporary  debates
a b o u t  “ p o s t -
blackness,” as well  as
a  new  essay,  “Buck
Moon  in  Har lem,”
which  reflects  on
Juneteenth  and  the
ongoing  fight  for  racial

justice,  and  offers  a
glimpse  of  New  York
City amid the Covid-19
pandemic  and  the
protests  following  the
killing of George Floyd.

Queen Sugar

A Novel Penguin
The inspiration for the
acclaimed  OWN  TV
series  produced  by
Oprah Winfrey and Ava
DuVernay  "Queen
S u g a r  i s  a  p a g e -
turning, heart-breaking
novel of the new south,
where the past is never
truly  past,  but  the
future is  a  hot,  bright
promise. This is a story
o f  f am i l y  and  the
healing  power  of  our
connections—to  each
other,  and to the rich
land beneath our feet."
—Tayari  Jones,  author
o f  A n  A m e r i c a n
Marriage  Readers,
booksellers, and critics
alike  are  embracing



36

36 Passing Nella Larsen 2023-10-05

Queen  Suga r  and
c h e e r i n g  f o r  i t s
he ro ine ,  Cha r l ey
Bordelon,  an  African
American  woman  and
s i n g l e  m o t h e r
struggling  to  build  a
new  l i f e  amid  the
complexities  of  the
contemporary  South.
W h e n  C h a r l e y
unexpectedly  inherits
eight hundred acres of
sugarcane  land,  she
and  her  eleven-year-
o l d  daugh te r  say
goodbye  to  smoggy
Los Angeles and head
to Louisiana. She soon
learns,  however,  that
cane farming is always
going  to  be  a  white
man’s business. As the
sweltering  summer
u n f o l d s ,  C h a r l e y
struggles  to  balance
the  overwhelming
challenges of a farm in
d e c l i n e  w i t h  t h e
demands of family and
the startling desires of
her own heart.

Passing Everbind
Great  middle  greats
fiction.

Quicksand & Passing

T w o  N o v e l l a s
Random  House

Passing Picador
N e l l a  L a r s e n ' s
d i s t i n c t i v e  a n d
revealing  novel  about
racial  identity  set  in
New  York  in  1929.
Soon  to  be  a  major
motion picture starring
Tessa Thompson, Ruth
Negga  and  Alexander
Ska r sgå rd .  I r ene
Redfield,  married  to  a
successful  physician,
enjoys  a  comfortable
life  in  Harlem,  New
York.  Reluctantly,  she
renews  her  friendship
with old school friend,
Clare  Kendry.  Clare,
who like Irene is  light
skinned,  'passes'  as
white and is married to
a racist white man who
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has  no  idea  about
Clare's racial  heritage.
Even  though  Irene
knows  that  reigniting
her  friendship  with
C la re  w i l l  l ead  to
trouble, she can't resist
allowing Irene into her
world.  Irene  in  turn
wants  to  rekindle  her
bonds with the African
American  community
o f  h e r  y o u t h .  A s
t e n s i o n s  m o u n t
between  friends  and
between  couples,  this
taut  and  mesmerizing
narrative spins towards
an  unexpected  end.
This edition of Passing
f e a t u r e s  a n
introduction  by  writer
and academic,  Christa
Holm Vogelius.

The Speech

The Story Behind Dr.
Martin  Luther  King
J r . ' s  D r e a m
Haymarket  Books
I n  t h i s  “ s l i m  b u t

powerful  book,”  the
a w a r d - w i n n i n g
journalist  shares  the
d r a m a t i c  s t o r y
surrounding  MLK’s
most  famous  speech
and  its  importance
today  (Boston  Globe).
On  August  28,  1963,
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr .  led  the  histor ic
March  on  Washington
for Jobs and Freedom,
where he delivered the
most  iconic  speech of
t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s
movement.  In  The
Speech,  Gary  Younge
explains why King’s “I
Have a Dream” speech
maintains  its  powerful
social  relevance  by
sharing  the  dramatic
story  surrounding  it.
Today,  that  speech
endures  as  a  guiding
light  in  the  ongoing
struggle  for  racial
equality.  Younge roots
his  work  in  personal
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h
Clarence Jones, a close
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friend of Martin Luther
King  Jr.  and  his  draft
speechwriter; with Joan
Baez,  a  singer  at  the
m a r c h ;  a n d  w i t h
Angela Davis and other
leading  civil  rights
l e a d e r s .  Y o u n g e
skillfully  captures  the
spirit  of  that  historic
day in Washington and
offers  a  new
generation of readers a
c r i t i c a l  m o d e r n
analysis of why “I Have
a  Dream”  remains
America’s  favorite
speech.  “Younge’s
m e d i t a t i v e
retrospection  on  [the
speech’s]  significance
reminds  us  of  all  the
micro-moments  of
transformation  behind
t h e  s c e n e s — t h e
t h o u g h t  a n d
preparation, vision and
r e v i s i o n — w h o s e
cur rency  fed  that
magnificent  lightning
b o l t  i n  h i s t o r y . ”
—Patricia  J.  Williams,

lega l  scho la r  and
theorist

In  Search  of  Nella
Larsen

A  Biography  of  the
Color  Line  Harvard
University  Press
B o r n  t o  a  D a n i s h
seamstress and a black
West Indian cook, Nella
Larsen lived her life in
t h e  s h a d o w s  o f
America's racial divide.
Her writings about that
life,  briefly  celebrated
in her time, were lost
to  later  generations--
only to be rediscovered
and hailed by many. In
his  search  for  Nella
L a r s e n ,  G e o r g e
Hutchinson  exposes
the  truths  and  half-
truths surrounding her,
as well as the complex
reality  they mask and
mirror.  His  book  is  a
cultural  biography  of
the color line as it was
lived  by  one  person
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who truly embodied all
of  its  ambiguities  and
complexities.

Leave Me Alone, I'm
Reading

Finding  and  Losing
Mysel f  in  Books
Vintage
I n  th i s  de l i gh t fu l
memoir, the book critic
for  NPR’s  Fresh  Air
reflects on her life as a
professional  reader.
Maureen  Corr igan
takes  us  f rom  her
unpretentious  girlhood
i n  w o r k i n g - c l a s s
Q u e e n s ,  t o  h e r
bemused  years  in  an
I v y  L e a g u e  P h . D .
program,  from  the
whirl  of  falling in love
and marrying (a fellow
bookworm,  of  course),
t o  t h e  o r d e a l  o f
a d o p t i n g  a  b a b y
overseas,  always  with
a  book  at  her  side.
Along  the  way,  she
reveals  which  books

and  authors  have
s h a p e d  h e r  o w n
life—from classic works
of English literature to
hard-boiled  detective
novels, and everything
in between. And in her
explorations  of  the
heroes  and  heroines
throughout  literary
history, Corrigan’s love
for a good story shines.

White Like Her

My Family's Story of
Race  and  Rac ia l
Passing  Simon  and
Schuster
White  Like  Her:  My
Family’s Story of Race
and  Racial  Passing  is
t h e  s t o r y  o f  G a i l
Lukasik’s  mother’s
“pass ing ,”  Ga i l ’ s
s t rugg le  w i th  the
shame of her mother’s
c h o i c e ,  a n d  h e r
subsequent  journey of
self-discovery  and
redemption.  In  the
historical  context  of
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the  Jim  Crow  South,
Ga i l  exp lo res  her
mother’s  decision  to
pass, how she hid her
secret  even  from  her
own husband, and the
pr ice  she  pa id  for
choosing  whiteness.
H a u n t e d  b y  h e r
mother ’s  fear  and
shame,  Gail  embarks
on a quest to uncover
her  mother’s  racial
lineage,  tracing  her
f a m i l y  b a c k  t o
e ighteenth-century
colonial  Louisiana.  In
coming  to  terms  with
her decision to publicly
out  her  mother,  Gail
changed how she looks
at  race  and  heritage.
With a foreword written
by Kenyatta Berry, host
of  PBS's  Genealogy
Roadshow, this unique
and fascinating story of
coming  to  terms  with
oneself  breaks  down
barriers.

A Kind of Freedom

A Novel Catapult
Long–listed  for  the
National  Book  Award
Winner  of  the  Crook's
Corner Prize Winner of
the  F i rs t  Nove l i s t
Award  from the  Black
C a u c u s  o f  t h e
Amer ican  L ib rary
Association A New York
Times  Notable  Book
“Brilliantly  juxtaposing
World War II,  the ’80s
and  pos t –Kat r ina
present, Sexton follows
three generations of a
black  New  Orleans
family as they struggle
to  b loom  amid  the
poison  of  racism.”
—People  Evelyn  is  a
Creole  woman  who
comes  of  age  in  New
Orleans  at  the  height
of  Wor ld  War  I I .  In
1 9 8 2 ,  E v e l y n ’ s
daughter,  Jackie,  is  a
frazzled  single  mother
grappl ing  with  her
absent husband’s drug
addiction. Jackie’s son,
T.C., loves the creative
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process  of  growing
marijuana  more  than
the weed itself. He was
a  s q u a r e  b e f o r e
Hurricane  Katrina,  but
the  New  Orleans  he
knew didn’t survive the
storm. For  Evelyn,  Jim
Crow  is  an  ongoing
reality, and in its wake
new threats spring up
t o  h a u n t  h e r
descendants.  Margaret
Wilkerson  Sexton’s
critically  acclaimed
debut  is  an  urgent
novel that explores the
l e g a c y  o f  r a c i a l
disparity  in  the  South
through a poignant and
redemptive  family
history.

Remember  Me  to
Harlem

T h e  L e t t e r s  o f
Langston  Hughes
a n d  C a r l  V a n
Vechten  Vintage
Langston  Hughes  is
widely remembered as

a celebrated star of the
Harlem Renaissance --
a writer whose bluesy,
lyr ica l  poems  and
novels still have broad
appeal.  What's  less
we l l  known  about
Hughes  is  that  for
much  of  his  l i fe  he
m a i n t a i n e d  a
friendship  with  Carl
V a n  V e c h t e n ,  a
flamboyant white critic,
w r i t e r ,  a n d
photographer  whose
ardent support of black
artists  was  peerless.
D e s p i t e  t h e i r
differences  —  Van
Vechten was forty-four
to  Hughes  twenty-two
w h e n  t h e y
met–Hughes’  and  Van
Vechten’s  shared
i n t e r e s t  i n  b l a c k
c u l t u r e  l e a d  t o  a
d e e p l y - f e l t ,  i f
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l
friendship  that  would
span some forty years.
Between  them  they
knew everyone — from
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Zora Neale Hurston to
Richard  Wright,  and
their  letters,  lovingly
and  expertly  collected
here  for  the  first  time,
are  filled  with  gossip
about the antics of the
g r e a t  a n d  t h e
forgotten,  as  well  as
with  talk  that  ranged
from race  relations  to
blues  lyr ics  to  the
nightspots  of  Harlem,
which they both loved
t o  p r o w l .  I t ’ s  a
correspondence  that,
as Emily Bernard notes
in  her  introduction,
provides  “an  unusual
r e c o r d  o f
entertainment, politics,
and  culture  as  seen
through  the  eyes  of
two  fascinating  and
irreverent  men.

Harlem  Renaissance
Novels

T h e  L i b r a r y  o f
America Collection
Presents classic novels

from  the  1920s  and
1930s that offer insight
i n t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l
d y n a m i c s  o f  t h e
Harlem  Renaissance
era  and  celebrate  the
period's diverse literary
styles.

Passing
Now  a  major  Netflix
film  starring  Tessa
Thompson, Ruth Negga
a n d  A l e x a n d e r
SkarsgårdChildhood
friends Clare and Irene
are  both  light-skinned
enough  to  pass  as
white, but only one of
them  has  chosen  to
cross  the  colour  line
and live with the secret
hanging over her. Clare
b e l i e v e s  s h e  h a d
successfully cut herself
off  from  any
connection to her past.
Married  to  a  racist
wh i te  man  who  i s
o b l i v i o u s  t o  h e r
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
heritage,  it  is  vital  to
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her  that  the  t ruth
remains  hidden.  Irene
is  living  as  a  middle-
class  Black  woman
with her  husband and
children  in  Harlem,
taking on an important
role in her community
and  embracing  her
origins.Both  women
a r e  f o r c e d  t o  r e -
e x a m i n e  t h e i r
relationships with each
o t h e r ,  w i t h  t h e i r
husbands and with the
truth, confronting their
most  closely  guarded
fears.  Nella  Larsen's
powerful,  tragic  and
acutely  observant
writing established her
a s  a  l o d e s t a r  o f
Amer ica 's  Har lem
Renaissance. Almost a
century  later,  Passing
a n d  i t s  n u a n c e d
explorat ion  of  the
many fraught  ways  in
w h i c h  w e  s e e k  t o
survive  remains  as
timely  as  ever

Minnie's  Sacrifice
B o D  –  B o o k s  o n
Demand
Reproduction  of  the
or ig ina l :  Minnie 's
Sacrifice  by  Frances
E.W  Harper

We  the  An ima ls
Houghton  Mifflin
Harcourt
An  award-winning
n o v e l  i n  s t o r i e s
surrounding  a  young,
half-white,  half-Puerto
Rican  boy  grappling
with  l i fe,  love,  and
identity as he comes of
a g e .  I n  t h i s
groundbreaking  debut,
Justin  Torres  plunges
us  into  the  chaotic
heart of one family, the
intense bonds of three
brothers ,  and  the
mythic  effects  of  this
fierce  love  on  the
p e o p l e  w e  m u s t
become. NOW A MAJOR
MOTION  PICTURE  “A
tremendously  gifted
writer  whose  highly
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personal  voice  should
excite us in much the
s a m e  w a y  t h a t
Raymond  Carver’s  or
Jeffrey  Eugenides’s
voice did when we first
h e a r d  i t . ”
—Washington Post “We
the Animals  is  a  dark
jewel  of  a  book.  It’s
heartbreaking.  It’s
beautiful.  It  resembles
no  other  book  I ’ve
r e a d . ” — M i c h a e l
C u n n i n g h a m  “ A
m i r a c l e  i n
concentrated  pages,
you are going to read it
a g a i n  a n d
a g a i n . ” — D o r o t h y
Allison  “Rumbles  with
lyric  dynamite…Torres
i s  a  s a v a g e  n e w
ta len t . ”—Ben jamin

Percy,  Esquire  “A  fiery
ode  to  boyhood…A
welterweight champ of
a  b o o k . ” — N P R ,
Weekend  Edition  “A
n o v e l  s o  h o n e s t ,
poetic, and tough that
i t  m a k e s  y o u
reexamine  what  i t
means to  love and to
hurt.”—O,  The  Oprah
M a g a z i n e  “ T h e
communal  howl  of
three  young  brothers
sustains this sprint of a
n o v e l … A  k i n d  o f
incantation.”—The New
Yorker

The  Complete  and
Unabridged  Fiction
of  Nella  Larsen

Slash Lulu.com


