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Hocus Pocus Penguin
Tarkington College, a

small, exclusive college
in upstate New York, is
turned upside down
when ten thousand
prisoners from the
maximum security
prison across Lake
Mohiga break out and
head for the college

Kurt Vonnegut:
Novels 1987-1997
(LOA #273)

Bluebeard / Hocus
Pocus / Timequake
Library of America

The definitive edition
of Kurt Vonnegut’s
fiction concludes with

three brilliantly
satirical novels of the
1980s and ’'90s

collected in one
volume for the first
time. Here are the final
three novels of the
visionary master who
defined a generation.
Bluebeard (1987) is the
colorful history of a
phenomenally gifted



realist painter who, in
the 1950s, betrayed
his artistic vision for
commercial success.
now, at seventy-one,
he writes his memoirs
and plots his revenge
on the worldly forces
that conspired to
corrupt his talent. In
Hocus Pocus (1990), a
freewheeling prison
memoir by a Vietnam
vet and disgraced
academic, Vonnegut
brings his indelible
voice to a range of still-
burning issues—free
speech, racism,
environmental
calamity,
deindustrialization, and
globalization.
Timequake (1997), the
author’s last completed
novel, is part science
fiction yarn (starring
perennial protagonist
Kilgore trout), part
diary of the mid-1990s
(starring the author
himself). the result is a

perfect fusion of
Vonnegut's two
signature genres, the
satirical fantasy and
the personal essay,
and a literary
magician's fond
farewell to his readers
and his craft. Rounded
out with a selection of
short nonfiction pieces
intimately related to
these three works, this
volume presents the
final word from the
artist who the San
Francisco Chronicle,
reviewing Timequake,
called an “old warrior
who will not accept the
dehumanizing of
politics, the blunting of
conscience, and the
glibness of the late-
twentieth-century
Western world.”
LIBRARY OF AMERICA is
an independent
nonprofit cultural
organization founded
in 1979 to preserve our
nation’s literary
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heritage by publishing,
and keeping
permanently in print,
America’'s best and
most significant
writing. The Library of
America series includes
more than 300
volumes to date,
authoritative editions
that average 1,000
pages in length,
feature cloth covers,
sewn bindings, and
ribbon markers, and
are printed on
premium acid-free
paper that will last for
centuries.

Timequake Penguin

A New York Times
Notable Book from the
acclaimed author of
Slaughterhouse-Five,
Breakfast of
Champions, and Cat's
Cradle. At 2:27pm on
February 13th of the

year 2001, the
Universe suffered a
crisis in self-

confidence. Should it
go on expanding
indefinitely? What was
the point? There's been
a timequake. And
everyone—even

you—must live the
decade between
February 17, 1991 and
February 17, 2001 over
again. The trick is that
we all have to do
exactly the same
things as we did the
first time—minute by
minute, hour by hour,
year by year, betting
on the wrong horse
again, marrying the
wrong person again.
Why? You'll have to ask
the old science fiction
writer, Kilgore Trout.
This was all his idea.

Kurt Vonnegut

The Complete Novel
Set

The ultimate Vonnegut:
all 14 novels plus a
selection of the best of



his stories in a
definitive collector's
boxed set. The novels
of Kurt Vonnegut
defined a generation a
remain among the
most enduringly
popular and influential
works of the last
century. Now, for the
first time, they are
available in a single
collector's edition,
featuring authoritative
annotated texts. This
boxed set includes four
Library of America
volumes: Novels &
Stories 1950-1962
Player Piano / The
Sirens of Titan / Mother
Night Novels & Stories
1963-1973 Cat's Cradle
/ God Bless You, Mr.
Rosewater /
Slaughterhouse-Five /
Breakfast of
Champions Novels
1976-1985 Slapstick /
Jailbird / Deadeye Dick
/| Galapagos Novels
1987-1997 Bluebeard /

Hocus Pocus /
Timequake LIBRARY OF
AMERICA is an
independent nonprofit
cultural organization
founded in 1979 to
preserve our nation's
literary heritage by
publishing, and
keeping permanently
in print, America's best
and most significant
writing. The Library of
America series includes
more than 300
volumes to date,
authoritative editions
that average 1,000
pages in length,
feature cloth covers,
sewn bindings, and
ribbon markers, and
are printed on
premium acid-free
paper that will last for
centuries.

Palm Sunday
An Autobiographical

Collage Dial Press
“[Kurt Vonnegut] is
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either the funniest
serious writer around
or the most serious
funny writer.”—Los
Angeles Times Book
Review In this self-
portrait by an
American genius, Kurt
Vonnegut writes with
beguiling wit and
poignant wisdom about
his favorite comedians,
country music, a dead
friend, a dead
marriage, and various
cockamamie aspects of
his all-too-human
journey through life.
This is a work that
resonates with
Vonnegut’s singular
voice: the magic sound
of a born storyteller
mesmerizing us with
truth. “Vonnegut is at
the top of his form, and
it is
wonderful.”—Newsday

Sanity Plea

Schizophrenia in the

Novels of Kurt
Vonnegut University
of Alabama Press

In this revised edition
of a volume originally

published in 1989,
Lawrence Broer
extends his

comprehensive critique
of the body of writing
by Kurt Vonnegut.
Broer offers a broad
psychoanalytic study of
Vonnegut’s works from
Player Piano to Hocus
Pocus, taking a
decisively new
approach to the work
of one of America’s
most important, yet
often misinterpreted
writers. A compelling
and original analysis,
Sanity Plea, explores
how Vonnegut
incorporates his
personal experiences
into an art that is not
defeatist, but rather
creatively therapeutic
and life-affirming.



God Bless You, Mr.
Rosewater

A Novel Dial Press
Trade Paperback
“[Vonnegut] at his

wildest best.”—The
New York Times Book
Review Eliot

Rosewater—drunk,
volunteer fireman, and
President of the
fabulously rich
Rosewater

Foundation—is about
to attempt a noble
experiment with
human nature . . . with
a little help from writer

Kilgore Trout. God
Bless You, Mr.
Rosewater is Kurt

Vonnegut’s funniest
satire, an etched-in-
acid portrayal of the
greed, hypocrisy, and
follies of the flesh we
are all heir to. “A
brilliantly funny satire
on almost
everything.”—Conrad
Aiken “[Vonnegut was]

10

our finest black
humorist. . . . We laugh
in self-defense.”—The
Atlantic Monthly

God Bless You, Dr.
Kevorkian Seven
Stories Press

From Slapstick's
"Turkey Farm" to
Slaughterhouse-Five's
eternity in a
Tralfamadorean zoo
cage with Montana
Wildhack, the question
of the afterlife never
left Kurt Vonnegut's
mind. In God Bless You,
Dr. Kevorkian,
Vonnegut skips back
and forth between life
and the Afterlife as if
the difference between
them were rather
slight. In thirty odd
"interviews," Vonnegut
trips down "the blue
tunnel to the pearly
gates" in the guise of a
roving reporter for
public radio,
conducting interviews:

10
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with Salvatore Biagini,
a retired construction
worker who died of a
heart attack while
rescuing his schnauzer
from a pit bull, with
John Brown, still
smoldering 140 years
after his death by
hanging, with William
Shakespeare, who rubs
Vonnegut the wrong
way, and with socialist
and labor leader
Eugene Victor Debs,
one of Vonnegut's
personal heroes. What
began as a series of
ninety-second radio
interludes for WNYC,
New York City's public
radio station, evolved
into this provocative
collection of musings
about who and what
we live for, and how
much it all matters in
the end. From the
original portrait by his
friend Jules Feiffer that
graces the cover, to a
final entry from Kilgore

11

Trout, God Bless You,
Dr. Kevorkian remains
a joy.

Deadeye Dick

A Novel Dial Press
Trade Paperback

“The master at his
quirky, provocative
best.”—Cosmopolitan
Deadeye Dick is Kurt
Vonnegut's funny,
chillingly satirical look
at the death of
innocence. Amid a true
Vonnegutian host of
horrors—a double
murder, a fatal dose of
radioactivity, a
decapitation, an
annihilation of a city by
a neutron bomb—Rudy
Waltz, aka Deadeye
Dick, takes us along on
a zany search for
absolution and
happiness. Here is a
tale of crime and
punishment that
makes us rethink what
we believe . .. and who



we say we are. Praise
for Deadeye Dick “A
moving fable .

Vonnegut, sweet cynic
and ugly duckling,
continues to write
gentle swan songs for

our uncivil
society.”—Playboy “A
brilliantly

unconventional novel .
a must for all
Vonnegut
fans.”—Worcester
Sunday Telegram “Hits
the bull's-eye . . .
dolefully celebrates the
randomness of life,
treating private and
public disasters with a
kind of reckless
whimsy. . .. You don’t
read Kurt Vonnegut for
meaning exactly. You
read him for the sad-
funny attitude of mind,
the kind of weirdness
that can interpret the
world’s
weirdness.”—USA
Today “Vonnegut is
beguiling as ever . ..

12

Incredible plot
constructions and
inventive language

continue to leap from
his typewriter . . . the
humor is natural and
inborn; the insight
usually purchased by
his characters at
painfully high cost.
Funny how life turns
out. Even funnier how
Mr. Vonnegut turns
life’s insanities into
funny, profound sense.
That takes a master’s
touch. Mr. Vonnegut
still has it.”—Kansas
City Star “Playful and
imaginative . . . On
finishing the novel, the
kitchen of your mind is
a cleaner and more
well-lighted place than

it was
before.”—Houston
Chronicle “Endearing
and enchanting . . . a
wise and charming
book . . . very full of

life.”—Glamour

12
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Slapstick or
Lonesome No More!

A Novel Dial Press
Trade Paperback
“Some of the best and
most moving
Vonnegut.”—San
Francisco Chronicle
Slapstick presents an
apocalyptic vision as
seen through the eyes
of the current King of
Manhattan (and last
President of the United
States), a wickedly
irreverent look at the
all-too-possible results
of today’s follies. But
even the end of life-as-
we-know-it is
transformed by Kurt
Vonnegut’s pen into
hilarious farce—a final
slapstick that may be
the Almighty’s joke on
us all. “Both funny and

sad . . . just about
perfect.”—Los Angeles
Times “Imaginative

and hilarious . . . a
brilliant vision of our

13

wrecked, wacked-out
future.”—Hartford
Courant

Hocus Pocus and
The All-New Sequel
Disney Electronic
Content

Hocus Pocus is beloved
by Halloween
enthusiasts all over the
world. Diving once
more into the world of
witches, this
electrifying two-part
young adult novel,
released on the
twenty-fifth
anniversary of the
1993 film, marks a new
era of Hocus Pocus.
Fans will be spellbound
by a fresh retelling of
the original film,
followed by the all-new
sequel that continues
the story with the next
generation of Salem
teens. Shortly after
moving from California
to Salem, Max
Dennison finds himself



in hot water when he
accidentally releases a
coven of witches from
the afterlife. Max, his
sister, and his new
friends (human and
otherwise) must find a
way to stop the
witches from carrying
out their evil plan and
remaining on Earth to
torment Salem for all
eternity.  Twenty-five
years later, Max and
Allison's seventeen-
year-old daughter,
Poppy, finds herself
face-to-face with the
Sanderson sisters in all
their sinister glory.
When Halloween
celebrations don't
quite go as planned,
it's a race against time
as Poppy and her
friends fight to save
her family and all of
Salem from the
witches' latest death-
defying scheme.

Armageddon in

14

Retrospect Penguin
The New York Times
bestseller from the

author of
Slaughterhouse-
Five—a “gripping”

posthumous collection
of Kurt Vonnegut's
previously unpublished
work on the subject of
war and peace. A
fitting tribute to a
literary legend and a
profoundly humane
humorist, Armageddon
in Retrospect is a
collection of twelve
previously unpublished
writings. Imbued with
Vonnegut's trademark
rueful humor and
outraged moral sense,
the pieces range from
a letter written by
Vonnegut to his family
in 1945, informing
them that he'd been
taken prisoner by the
Germans, to his last
speech, delivered after
his death by his son
Mark, who provides a

14
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warmly personal
introduction to the
collection. Taken
together, these pieces
provide fresh insight
into Vonnegut's
enduring literary
genius and reinforce
his ongoing moral
relevance in today’s
world. Includes an
Introduction by Mark
Vonnegut

Jailbird

A Novel Dial Press
“[Kurt Vonnegut] has
never been more
satirically on-target. . .
Nothing is
spared.”—People
Jailbird takes us into a
fractured and comic,
pure Vonnegut world of

high crimes and
misdemeanors in
government—and in

the heart. This wry tale
follows bumbling
bureaucrat Walter F.
Starbuck from Harvard

15

to the Nixon White

House to the
penitentiary as
Watergate’'s least

known co-conspirator.
But the humor turns
dark when Vonnegut
shines his spotlight on
the cold hearts and
calculated greed of the
mighty, giving a razor-
sharp edge to an
unforgettable portrait
of power and politics in
our times. Praise for
Jailbird “[Vonnegut] is
our strongest writer . . .
the most stubbornly
imaginative.”—John
Irving “A gem ... a
mature, imaginative
novel—possibly the
best he has written . . .
Jailbird is a guided tour
de force of America.
Take it!”"—Playboy “A
profoundly humane
comedy . . . Jailbird
definitely mounts up
on angelic wings—in its
speed, in its sparkle,
and in its high-flying



intent.”—Chicago
Tribune Book World
“Joyously inventive . . .
gleams with the loony
magic Vonnegut alone
can
achieve.”—Cosmopolit
an “Vonnegut is our
great apocalyptic
writer, the closest
thing we’ve had to a
prophet since . . .
Lenny
Bruce.”—Chicago Sun-
Times “Vonnegut at his
impressive best. . . .
His imaginative leaps
alone . .. are worth the
price of admission. . . .
His far-reaching
metaphysical and
cultural concerns . . .
are ultimately serious
and worth our
contemplation.”—The
Washington Post

A Man Without a
Country Dial Press
NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER « “For all
those who have lived

16

with Vonnegut in their
imaginations . . . this is
what he is like in
person.”-USA Today In
a volume that is
penetrating,

introspective, incisive,
and laugh-out-loud
funny, one of the great
men of letters of this
age-or any age-holds
forth on life, art, sex,
politics, and the state
of America’s soul. From
his coming of age in
America, to his
formative war
experiences, to his life
as an artist, this is
Vonnegut doing what
he does best: Being
himself. Whimsically
illustrated by the
author, A Man Without
a Country is intimate,
tender, and brimming
with the scope of Kurt
Vonnegut's passions.
Praise for A Man
Without a Country
“[This] may be as close
as Vonnegut ever

16
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comes to a
memoir.”-Los Angeles
Times “Like [that of]
his literary ancestor
Mark Twain, [Kurt
Vonnegut's] crankiness
is good-humored and
sharp-witted.
[Reading A Man
Without a Country is]
like sitting down on the
couch for a long chat
with an old
friend.”-The New York
Times Book Review
“Filled with
[Vonnegut's] wusual
contradictory mix of
joy and sorrow, hope
and despair, humor
and gravity.”-Chicago
Tribune “Fans will
linger on every word . .
as once again
[Vonnegut] captures
the complexity of the
human condition with
stunning calligraphic
simplicity.”-The
Australian “Thank God,
Kurt Vonnegut has
broken his promise

17

that he will never write
another book. In this
wondrous assemblage
of mini-memoirs, we
discover his family’s
legacy and his
obstinate,
unfashionable
humanism.”-Studs
Terkel

Between Time and
Timbuktu

Or, Prometheus-5, a
Space Fantasy Dial
Press

An experimental
television play
composed of excerpts
from his novels and
stories, Between Time
and Timbuktu features
Kurt Vonnegut's
special blend of
scientific expertise, wit,

and penetrating
comment. “Most
unusual, ultra
imaginative . . . a sort

of cross between 2001:
A Space Odyssey and



Alice in
Wonderland.”—Philadel
phia Inquirer The basic
story line: Young Stony
Stevenson wins a jingle
contest and, as his
prize, is blasted off into
the time-space warp.
The country’'s  first
poet-astronaut thus
experiences both past
and future human
history simultaneously.
His observations on it
consist mainly of
dramatized selections
from the author’s
works. The result is a
unique Vonnegut
sampler cast in the
form of “an excellent
drama” (Pittsburgh
Press).

Mother Night
A Novel Dial Press

“Vonnegut is George
Orwell, Dr. Caligari and

Flash Gordon
compounded into one
writer . . . a zany but

18

moral mad
scientist.”"—Time
Mother Night is a
daring challenge to our
moral sense. American
Howard W. Campbell,
Jr., a spy during World
War ll, is now on trial in
Israel as a Nazi war
criminal. But is he
really quilty? In this
brilliant book rife with
true gallows humor,
Vonnegut turns black
and white into a
chilling shade of gray
with a verdict that will
haunt us all. “A great
artist.”—Cincinnati
Enquirer “A shaking up
in the kaleidoscope of
laughter . . . Reading
Vonnegut is
addictive!”—Commonw
eal

Kurt Vonnegut and
the American Novel

A Postmodern
lconography
Bloomsbury Publishing
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The novels of Kurt
Vonnegut depict a
profoundly absurd and
distinctly postmodern
world. But in this
critical study, Robert
Tally argues that
Vonnegut himself is
actually a modernist,
who is less interested
in indulging in the free
play of signifiers than
in attempting to
construct a model that
could encompass the
American experience
at the end of the
twentieth century. As a
modernist wrestling
with a postmodern
condition, Vonnegut
makes use of diverse
and sometimes
eccentric narrative
techniques (such as
metafiction,  collage,
and temporal
slippages) to project a
comprehensive vision
of life in the United
States. Vonnegut's
novels thus become

19

experiments in making
sense of the radical
transformations of self
and society during that
curious, unstable
period called, perhaps
ironically, the
'‘American Century.' An
untimely figure,
Vonnegut develops a
postmodern
iconography of
American civilization
while simultaneously
acknowledging the
impossibility of a truly
comprehensive
representation.

Slaughterhouse-Five

A Novel Dijal Press
Trade Paperback

A special fiftieth
anniversary edition of
Kurt Vonnegut's
masterpiece, “a
desperate, painfully
honest attempt to
confront the monstrous
crimes of the twentieth
century” (Time),



20

featuring a new
introduction by Kevin
Powers, author of the
National Book Award
finalist The Yellow
Birds Selected by the
Modern Library as one
of the 100 best novels
of all time
Slaughterhouse-Five,
an American classic, is
one of the world’s
great antiwar books.
Centering on the
infamous World War I
firebombing of
Dresden, the novel is
the result of what Kurt
Vonnegut described as
a twenty-three-year
struggle to write a
book about what he
had witnessed as an
American prisoner of

war. It combines
historical fiction,
science fiction,

autobiography, and
satire in an account of
the life of Billy Pilgrim,
a barber’s son turned
draftee turned

optometrist turned
alien abductee. As
Vonnegut had, Billy
experiences the
destruction of Dresden
as a POW. Unlike
Vonnegut, he
experiences time
travel, or coming
“unstuck in time.” An
instant bestseller,
Slaughterhouse-Five
made Kurt Vonnegut a
cult hero in American
literature, a reputation
that only strengthened
over time, despite his
being banned and
censored by some
libraries and schools
for content and
language. But it was
precisely those
elements of
Vonnegut's

writing—the political
edginess, the genre-
bending inventiveness,
the frank violence, the
transgressive wit—that
have inspired
generations of readers
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not just to look
differently at the world
around them but to
find the confidence to
say something about it.
Authors as wide-
ranging as Norman
Mailer, John Irving,
Michael Crichton, Tim
O’'Brien, Margaret
Atwood, Elizabeth
Strout, David Sedaris,
Jennifer Egan, and J. K.
Rowling have all found
inspiration in
Vonnegut's words.
Jonathan Safran Foer
has described
Vonnegut as “the kind
of writer who made
people—young people
especially—want to
write.” George
Saunders has declared
Vonnegut to be “the
great, urgent,
passionate American
writer of our century,
who offers us . . . a
model of the kind of
compassionate

thinking that might yet

21

save us from
ourselves.” Fifty years
after its initial
publication at the
height of the Vietnam
War, Vonnegut's
portrayal of political
disillusionment, PTSD,
and postwar anxiety
feels as relevant,
darkly humorous, and
profoundly affecting as
ever, an enduring
beacon through our
own era’s
uncertainties.

“Poignant and
hilarious, threaded with
compassion and,
behind everything, the

cataract of a
thundering moral
statement.”"—The

Boston Globe

Kurt Vonnegut
Drawings The
Monacelli Press, LLC

Those who know Kurt
Vonnegut as one of
America's most
beloved and influential



writers will be
surprised and
delighted to discover
that he was also a
gifted graphic artist.
This book brings
together the finest
examples of his funny,
strange, and moving
drawings in an
inexpensive,

beautifully produced
gift volume for every
Vonnegut fan. Kurt
Vonnegut's daughter
Nanette introduces this
volume of his never
before published
drawings with an
intimate remembrance
of her father. Vonnegut
always drew, and many
of his novels contain
sketches. Breakfast of
Champions (1973)
included many felt-tip
pen drawings, and he
had a show in 1983 of
his drawings at New
York's Margo Feiden
Gallery, but really got
going in the early
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1990s when he
became acquainted
with the screenprinter
Joe Petro IlI, who
became his partner in
making his colorful
drawings available as
silkscreens. With a
touch of cubism, mixed
with a Paul Klee gift for
caricature, a Calder-
like ability to balance
color and line, and
more than a touch of
sixties psychedelic
sensibility, Vonnegut's
aesthetic is as
idiosyncratic and
defiant of tradition as
his books. While
writing came to be
more onerous in his
later years, making art
became his joyful
primary activity, and
he made drawings up
until his death in 2007.
This volume, and a

planned touring
exhibition of the
drawings, will

introduce Vonnegut's
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legion of fans to an
entirely new side of his
irrepressible creative
personality.

Complete Stories
Seven Stories Press
Here for the first time
is the complete short
fiction of one of the
twentieth century's
foremost imaginative
geniuses. More than
half of Vonnegut's
output was short
fiction, and never
before has the world
had occasion to wrestle
with it all together.
Organized
thematically—"War,"
"Women," "Science,"
"Romance," "Work
Ethic versus Fame and
Fortune," "Behavior,"
"The Band Director"
(those stories featuring
Lincoln High's band
director and nice guy
George Hemholtz), and
"Futuristic"—these
ninety-eight stories
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were written from 1941
to 2007, and include
those Vonnegut
published in magazines
and collected in
Welcome to the
Monkey House,
Bagombo Snuff Box,
and other books; here
for the first time five
previously unpublished
stories; as well as a
handful of others that
were published online
and read by few.
During his lifetime
Vonnegut published
fewer than half of the
stories he wrote, his
agent telling him in

1958 upon the
rejection of a
particularly strong

story, "Save it for the
collection of your
works which will be
published someday
when you become
famous. Which may
take a little time."
Selected and
introduced by longtime
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Vonnegut friends and
scholars Dan Wakefield
and Jerome Klinkowitz,
Complete Stories puts
Vonnegut's great wit,
humor, humanity, and
artistry on full display.
An extraordinary
literary feast for new
readers, Vonnegut
fans, and scholars
alike.

A Luminous Republic
Mariner Books

A new novel from a
Spanish literary star
about the arrival of
feral children to a
tropical city in
Argentina, and the
gquest to stop them
from pulling the place
into chaos.

The Vonnegut Effect
Univ of South Carolina
Press

Kurt Vonnegut is one of
the few American
writers since Mark
Twain to have won and

sustained a great

popular acceptance
while boldly
introducing new

themes and forms on
the literary cutting
edge. This is the
"Vonnegut effect" that
Jerome Klinkowitz finds
unique among
postmodernist authors.
In this innovative study
of the author's fiction,
Klinkowitz examines
the forces in American
life that have made
Vonnegut's works
possible. Vonnegut
shared with readers a
world that includes the
expansive timeline
from the Great
Depression, during
which his family lost
their economic
support, through the
countercultural revolt
of the 1960s, during
which his fiction first
gained prominence.
Vonnegut also
explored the growth in
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recent decades of
America's sway in art,
which his fiction
celebrates, and
geopolitics, which his
novels question. A
pioneer in Vonnegut
studies, Jerome
Klinkowitz offers The
Vonnegut Effect as a
thorough treatment of
the author's fiction—a
canon covering more
than a half century and
comprising twenty
books. Considering
both Vonnegut's
methods and the
cultural needs they
have served, Klinkowitz
explains how those
works came to be
written and concludes
with an assessment of
the author's place in
American fiction.

Pity the Reader
On Writing with

Style Rosetta Books
“A rich, generous book
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about writing and
reading and Kurt
Vonnegut as writer,
teacher, and friend . . .
Every page brings
pleasure and
insight.”—Gail Godwin,
New York Times
bestselling author Here
is an entirely new side
of Kurt Vonnegut,
Vonnegut as a teacher
of writing. Of course
he’s given us glimpses
before, with aphorisms
and short essays and
articles and in his
speeches. But never
before has an entire
book been devoted to
Kurt Vonnegut the
teacher. Here is pretty
much everything
Vonnegut ever said or
wrote having to do with
the writing art and
craft, altogether a
healing, a nourishing
expedition. His former
student, Suzanne
McConnell, has
outfitted us for the



journey, and in these
37 chapters covers the
waterfront of how one
American writer
brought himself to the
pinnacle of the writing
art, and we can all
benefit as a result. Kurt
Vonnegut was one of
the few grandmasters
of American literature,
whose novels continue
to influence new
generations about the
ways in which our
imaginations can help
us to live. Few aspects
of his contribution have
not been
plumbed—fourteen
novels, collections of
his speeches, his
essays, his letters, his
plays—so this fresh
view of him is a
bonanza for writers

and readers and
Vonnegut fans
everywhere. “Part

homage, part memoir,
and a 100% guide to
making art with words,
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Pity the Reader: On
Writing with Style is a
simply mesmerizing
book, and | cannot
recommend it highly

enough!”—Andre
Dubus Ill, #1 New York
Times bestselling

author “The blend of
memory, fact, keen
observation,
spellbinding
descriptiveness and
zany characters that
populated Vonnegut’'s
work is on full display
here.”—James McBride,
National Book Award-
winning author

Look at the Birdie
(Short Story)
Delacorte Press

Look at the Birdie is a
collection of fourteen
previously unpublished
short stories from one
of the most original
writers in all of
American fiction. In this
series of perfectly
rendered vignettes,

26
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written just as he was
starting to find his
comic voice, Kurt
Vonnegut paints a
warm, wise, and often
funny portrait of life in
post-World War Il
America—a world
where squabbling
couples, high school
geniuses, misfit office
workers, and small-
town lotharios struggle
to adapt to changing
technology, moral
ambiguity, and
unprecedented

affluence. How do you
plan the perfect
murder? Belly up to the
bar with Vonnegut's
narrator and listen as a
self-proclaimed

"murder counselor"
outlines his fool-proof
program for getting rid
of your enemies—and
assuring yourself a
guaranteed annuity
income for life. Look at
the Birdie and the
thirteen other never-
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before-published
pieces that comprise
Look at the Birdie
serve as an
unexpected qift for
devoted readers who
thought that Kurt
Vonnegut's unique
voice had been stilled
forever—and provide a
terrific introduction to
his short fiction for
anyone who has yet to
experience his genius.
Kurt Vonnegut
Letters Delacorte
Press

NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY
Newsweek/The Daily
Beast ¢ The Huffington
Post * Kansas City Star
* Time Out New York e
Kirkus Reviews This
extraordinary
collection of personal
correspondence has all
the hallmarks of Kurt
Vonnegut's fiction.



Written over a sixty-
year period, these
letters, the vast
majority of them never
before published, are
funny, moving, and full
of the same uncanny
wisdom that has
endeared his work to
readers worldwide.
Included in this
comprehensive
volume: the letter a
twenty-two-year-old
Vonnegut wrote home
immediately upon
being freed from a
German POW camp,
recounting the ghastly
firebombing of Dresden
that would be the
subject of  his
masterpiece
Slaughterhouse-Five;
wry dispatches from
Vonnegut’'s years as a
struggling writer slowly
finding an audience
and then dealing with
sudden international
fame in middle age;
righteously angry
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letters of protest to
local school boards
that tried to ban his
work; intimate
remembrances penned
to high school
classmates, fellow
veterans, friends, and
family; and letters of
commiseration and
encouragement to
such contemporaries
as Gail Godwin, Gunter
Grass, and Bernard
Malamud. Vonnegut’s
unmediated
observations on
science, art, and
commerce prove to be
just as inventive as any
found in his
novels—from a
crackpot scheme for
manufacturing
“atomic” bow ties to a
tongue-in-cheek
proposal that
publishers be allowed
to trade authors like
baseball players.
(“Knopf, for example,
might give John

28
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Updike’s contract to
Simon and Schuster,
and receive Joan
Didion’s contract in
return.”) Taken
together, these letters
add considerable depth
to our understanding of
this one-of-a-kind
literary icon, in both his
public and private
lives. Each letter brims
with the mordant
humor and
openhearted

humanism upon which
he built his legend. And
virtually every page
contains a quotable
nugget that will make
its way into the
permanent Vonnegut
lexicon. * On a job he
had as a young man:
“Hell is running an
elevator throughout
eternity in a building
with only six floors.” e
To a relative who calls
him a “great literary
figure”: “I am an
American fad—of a

29

slightly higher order
than the hula hoop.”
To his daughter Nanny:
“Most letters from a
parent contain a
parent’'s own lost
dreams disguised as
good advice.” ¢ To
Norman Mailer: “I am
cuter than you are.”
Sometimes biting and
ironical, sometimes
achingly sweet, and
always alive with the
unique point of view
that made him the true
cultural heir to Mark
Twain, these letters
comprise the
autobiography Kurt
Vonnegut never wrote.
Praise for Kurt
Vonnegut: Letters
“Splendidly assembled
. . . familiar, funny,
cranky . . . chronicling
[Vonnegut's] life in real
time.”—Kurt Andersen,
The New York Times
Book Review “[This
collection is] by turns
hilarious,
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heartbreaking and
mundane. .
Vonnegut himself is a
near-perfect example
of the same flawed,
wonderful humanity
that he loved and
despaired over his
entire life.”—NPR
“Congenial, whimsical
and often insightful
missives . . . one of
[Vonnegut's] very
best.”—Newsday
“These letters display
all the hallmarks of
Vonnegut’s
fiction—smart,
hilarious and
heartbreaking.”—The
New York Times Book
Review

Krazy Kat Vintage

Krazy Kat adores
Ignatz Mouse. She sees
the bricks he hurls at
her head as tokens of
love, and each day
Ignatz arranges a
cunningly different
method of delivery for

his missile. But when
Ignatz and Krazy
witness the mega-brick
explosion in the desert,
Krazy becomes
depressed, and refuses
to perform. To coax her
back to work so they
can regain their lost
l[imelight, Ignatz
invents his own brand
of psychotherapy,
orchestrates her
kidnapping, and tries
to seduce Krazy with
promises of stardom
from a Hollywood
producer. As the
mouse confronts the
Kat with bewildering
new concepts like sex,
death, and politics,
Ignatz and Krazy begin
yearning to become
round, for a fullness of
body and spirit beyond
their two-dimensional
realm. Forming an
altogether witty and
winning counterpoint
to George Herriman’'s
classic comic strip, Jay
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Cantor’s kinetic novel
has become a classic in
its own right, one of
those masterpieces
that creates its own
unforgettable universe.

We Are What We
Pretend To Be

The First and Last
Works Vanguard Press
A double volume of the
influential author's first
and last written works
includes the bitter
satire "Basic Training"
and the unfinished final
novel, "If God Were
Alive Today."

Love, Kurt

The Vonnegut Love
Letters, 1941-1945
Random House

A never-before-seen
collection of deeply
personal love letters
from Kurt Vonnegut to
his first wife, Jane,
compiled and edited by
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their daughter “A
glimpse into the mind
of a writer finding his
voice."—The

Washington Post “If
ever | do write
anything of
length—good or
bad—it will be written
with you in mind.” Kurt
Vonnegut's eldest
daughter, Edith, was
cleaning out her
mother’s attic when
she stumbled upon a
dusty, aged box.
Inside, she discovered
an unexpected
treasure: more than
two hundred love
letters written by Kurt
to Jane, spanning the
early years of their
relationship. The
letters begin in 1941,
after the former
schoolmates reunited
at age nineteen,
sparked a passionate
summer romance, and
promised to keep in
touch when they
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headed off to their
respective colleges.
And they did, through
Jane’'s conscientious
studying and Kurt’'s
struggle to pass
chemistry. The letters
continue after Kurt
dropped out and
enlisted in the army in
1943, while Jane in
turn graduated and
worked for the Office of
Strategic Services in
Washington, D.C. They
also detail Kurt's
deployment to Europe
in 1944, where he was
taken prisoner of war
and declared missing
in action, and his
eventual safe return
home and the couple’s
marriage in 1945. Full
of the humor and wit
that we have come to
associate with Kurt
Vonnegut, the letters
also reveal little-known
private corners of his
mind. Passionate and
tender, they form an

illuminating portrait of
a young soldier’s life in
World War Il as he
attempts to come to
grips with love and
mortality. And they
bring to light the
origins of Vonnegut the
writer, when Jane was
the only person who
believed in and
supported him
supported him, the
young couple having
no idea how celebrated
he would become. A
beautiful full-color
collection of
handwritten letters,
notes, sketches, and
comics, interspersed
with Edith’s insights
and family memories,
Love, Kurt is an
intimate record of a
young man growing
into himself, a
fascinating account of
a writer finding his
voice, and a moving
testament to the life-
altering experience of
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falling in love.
Cat's Cradle

A Novel Dial Press

“A  free-wheeling
vehicle an
unforgettable

ride!”—The New York
Times Cat’s Cradle is
Kurt Vonnegut’s
satirical commentary
on modern man and
his madness. An
apocalyptic tale of this
planet’s ultimate fate,
it features a midget as
the protagonist, a
complete, original
theology created by a
calypso singer, and a
vision of the future that
is at once blackly

fatalistic and
hilariously funny. A
book that left an

indelible mark on an
entire generation of
readers, Cat’s Cradle is
one of the twentieth
century’s most
important works—and
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Vonnegut at his very
best. “[Vonnegut is] an

unimitative and
inimitable social
satirist.”—Harper’s
Magazine “Our finest
black-humorist . . . We
laugh in self-

defense.”—Atlantic
Monthly

Stranger in a
Strange Land
Hachette UK

The original uncut

edition of STRANGER IN
A STRANGE LAND by
Hugo Award winner
Robert A Heinlein - one
of the most beloved,
celebrated science-
fiction novels of all
time. Epic, ambitious
and entertaining,
STRANGER IN A
STRANGE LAND caused
controversy and uproar
when it was first
published and is still
topical and challenging
today. Twenty-five
years ago, the first
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manned mission to
Mars was lost, and all
hands presumed dead.
But someone
survived... Born on the
doomed spaceship and
raised by the Martians
who saved his life,
Valentine Michael
Smith has never seen a
human being until the
day a second
expedition to Mars
discovers him. Upon
his return to Earth, a
young nurse named Jill
Boardman sneaks into
Smith's hospital room
and shares a glass of
water with him, a
simple act for her but a
sacred ritual on Mars.
Now, connected by an
incredible bond, Smith,
Jill and a writer named
Jubal must fight to
protect a right we all
take for granted: the
right to love.

The Rhythm of
Memory Berkley

Originally falling in love
as students in Chile,
Octavio and Salome
must escape to
Sweden after their
outspoken opposition
to a brutal dictator
puts them in grave
danger in this new
novel from the author
of The Lost Wife.
Original. 75,000 first
printing.

Slaughterhouse Five
Or the Children's
Crusade

A Duty Dance With
Death Dell Publishing
Company

Billy Pilgrim survives
capture by the Gemans
in World War Il, the
Dresden bombings,
and the struggle for
financial success only
to be kidnapped in a
flying saucer and taken
to the planet
Tralfamadore.
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The Tetherballs of
Bougainville

A Novel Vintage

From his cult classic, |
Smell Esther Williams,
to his wildly popular
and insightful column
"Wild Kingdom"
appearing in Esquire
magazine every
month, Mark Leyner
has been giving us up
close and personal
encounters of the most
hilarious kind for over a
decade. Now, in his

new novel The
Tetherballs of
Bougainville, Leyner

shares with us, long
last, the quintessential
coming of age story
that every writer, at
some point, is
compelled to tell. In
the novel we meet
young Mark Leyner,
13-years-old to be
exact, as he waits in a
New Jersey prison to
witness his father's
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execution. Adolescence
is never easy, and it
just so happens that
this junior high
schooler is on deadline
to turn in a screenplay
for which he has
already been awarded
the Vincent and Lenore
DiGiacomo/Oshimitsu
Polymers America
Award. And, as it was
for all of us during out
teenage years, nothing
seems to go as
planned. Written as
autobiography,

screenplay and movie
review, The Tetherballs
of Bougainville twists
three familiar narrative

forms into an
outlandishly
compelling story.

Leyner's use of the
media-driven formats
brilliantly reflects our
secret, shameful and
hilarious desire to
experience our private
lives as mass
entertainment. The
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Tetherballs of
Bougainville skewers
and celebrates
American pop culture
in the late twentieth
century. Leyner's
version of our lives is
so deeply funny
because it is so
painfully true.

Bluebeard

A Novel Dial Press
Trade Paperback
“Ranks with
Vonnegut’'s best and
goes one step beyond .
. joyous, soaring

fiction."—The Atlanta
Journal and
Constitution Broad

humor and bitter irony
collide in this fictional
autobiography of Rabo
Karabekian, who, at
age seventy-one,
wants to be left alone
on his Long Island
estate with the secret
he has locked inside
his potato barn. But

then a voluptuous
young widow badgers
Rabo into telling his life
story—and Vonnegut in
turn tells us the plain,
heart-hammering truth
about man’s careless
fancy to create or
destroy what he loves.
Praise for Bluebeard
“Vonnegut is at his
edifying best.”—The
Philadelphia Inquirer
“The quicksilver mind
of Vonnegut is at it
again. . .. He displays
all his talents—satire,
irony, ridicule,
slapstick, and even a
shaggy dog story of
epic proportions.”—The
Cincinnati Post “[Kurt
Vonnegut is] a voice
you can trust to keep
poking holes in the
social fabric.”—San
Francisco Chronicle “It
has the qualities of
classic Bosch and
Slaughterhouse
Vonnegut.
Bluebeard is
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uncommonly paragraphs which
feisty.”—USA Today “Is examines the
Bluebeard good? Yes! . promiscuity of

. This is vintage
Vonnegut—good wine
from his best
grapes.”—The Detroit
News “A joyride . . .
Vonnegut is more
fascinated and puzzled
than angered by the
human stupidities and
contradictions he
discerns so keenly. So
hop in his rumble seat.
As you whiz along,
what you observe may
provide some new
perspectives.”—Kansas
City Star

Garbage Head
Vehicule Press

Imagine Douglas
Coupland writing a Kurt
Vonnegut novel in
hypertext. The
outcome: Garbage
Head, a daring
postmodern novel
written almost entirely
in sentence-length
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telecommunication
devices and the
vicarious thrills of
celebrity culture. The
reader surfs through
the text gathering
points of view and
sound bites from
disparate locales in
real time and, just as in
the today's world of
endless stimuli, must
construct the story
from an array of media
messages. As
technology erases the
lines between reality
and virtual reality, a
boy nicknamed
Garbage Head
develops the ability to
say what those on TV
and radio will say
before they say it. An
appearance on The
Fabulous Gigi Fandone
Show rockets him to
fame, but his troubles
begin when he uses his



ability to predict the
numbers of a multi-
million dollar lotto. The
FBI deems him to be a
national threat and
Garbage Head s
arrested and taken to a
president more
consumed with
watching reruns and
learning street slang
than in leading a
nation. Garbage Head
is the idiot savant
through whose eyes we
glimpse a world
spinning out of control,
where belief is found in
media and its
ubiquitous stars, where
technology provides a
human life line, and
where everyone is
searching for a
meaning which can
only be found within.

The Sirens of Titan

The Sirens of Titan
(1959), Vonnegut's
second novel, was on
the Hugo final ballot

38

along with Robert
Heinlein's Starship
Troopers and lost in
what Harlan Ellison
called a monumental
injustice. Malachi
Constant is a feckless
but ultimately good-
hearted millionaire
who, in this
incondensable

interplanetary Candide

(lacking perhaps
Voltaire's utter
bitterness), searches

the solar system for
the ultimate meaning
of existence. Constant
is aided by another
tycoon, Winston
Rumfoord, who, with
the help of aliens, has
discovered the
fundamental meaning
of life. With the help of
Salo--an alien robot
overseeing the alien

race, the
Tralmafordians (who
also feature in

Slaughterhouse-Five )--
Constant attempts to

38

Hocus Pocus Kurt Vonnegut 2024-03-03



Hocus Pocus Kurt Vonnegut

39

find some  cosmic
sense and order in the
face of wuniversal
malevolence. Constant
and Rumfoord deal
with the metaphysics
of "chrono-synclastic
infundibula" and the
interference of the
Tralmafadorians. The
novel is pervaded by a
goofy, episodic charm
which barely shields
the readers (or the
characters) from the
fact of what seems to
be a large and
indifferent universe. All
of Vonnegut's themes
and obsessions, further
developed or recycled
in later work, are
evident here in a novel
slightly more hopeful
than most of his canon.
It is suggested that
ultimately Constant
learns only that it is
impossible to learn,
that fate (and the
Tralmafadorians) are
impenetrable. On the
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basis of this novel,
Vonnegut was wholly
claimed by the science
fiction community (as
the Hugo nomination
demonstrated) but he
did not reciprocate,
feeling from the outset
that to be identified as
a science fiction writer

would Ilimit his
audience and trivialize
his themes. His

recurring character,
the hack science fiction
writer Kilgore Trout
(prominent in
Slaughterhouse-Five )
was for Vonnegut a
worst case version of
the writer he did not
wish to become.

Hocus Pocus

Or What's the Hurry,
Son?.

While Mortals Sleep

Unpublished Short
Fiction Delacorte
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Press

NATIONAL BESTSELLER
* Foreword by Dave
Eggers These
previously
unpublished,
beautifully rendered
works of fiction are a
testament to Kurt
Vonnegut’'s unique
blend of observation
and imagination. Here
are stories of men and
machines, art and
artifice, and how ideals
of fortune, fame, and
love take curious twists
in ordinary lives. An
ambitious builder of
roads fritters away his
free time with
miniature trains—until
the women in his life
crash his fantasy land.
Trapped in a
stenography pool, a
young dreamer
receives a call from a
robber on the run, who
presents her with a
strange proposition. A
crusty newspaperman

is forced onto a
committee to judge
Christmas displays—a
job that leads him to a
suspiciously
ostentatious ex-con
and then a miracle.
Featuring a Foreword
by Dave Eggers, While
Mortals Sleep is a
poignant reflection of
our world as it is and
as it could be. Includes
the following stories:
“Jenny” “The Epizootic”
“Hundred-Dollar
Kisses” “Guardian of
the Person” “With His
Hand on the Throttle”
“Girl Pool” “Ruth”
“While Mortals Sleep”
“Out, Brief Candle”
“Tango” “Bomar” “The
Man Without No
Kiddleys” “Mr. Z”
“$10,000 a Year, Easy”
“Money Talks” “The
Humbugs” Praise for
While Mortals Sleep
“Immensely readable
and thoroughly
entertaining.”—The
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Washington Post “Taut,
concise . . . The stories
set themselves up with
neat swiftness,
proceed at a clip, and
shut down with equal
speed, [showing
Vonnegut] honing his
skills in structure and
satire.”—Los Angeles

Times “A lovely
reminder of the
mischievous moral

voice we lost when we
lost Kurt
Vonnegut.”—San
Francisco Chronicle
“These stories were all
good when they were
written decades ago,
but many strike me as
great now. Never has
the voice of Kurt
Vonnegut, humanist
and humorist, been
more relevant.”"—The
Seattle Times “There’s
something distinctly
timeless about
Vonnegut's
vision.”—Minneapolis
Star-Tribune
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| Wanna Be Where
You Are Roaring Brook
Press

A debut young adult
rom-com about an
African American
ballerina who finds love
on the road to an
audition. "In a world
where it's easy to lose
faith in love, | Wanna
Be Where You Are is a
brilliant burst of light. A
dazzling debut." — Nic
Stone, New York Times
bestselling author of
Dear Martin and Odd
One Out When Chloe
Pierce’s mom forbids
her to apply for a spot
at the dance
conservatory of her
dreams, she devises a
secret plan to drive
two hundred miles to
the nearest audition.
But Chloe hits her first
speed bump when her
annoying neighbor Eli
insists upon hitching a
ride, threatening to tell
Chloe’s mom if she
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leaves him and his
smelly dog, Geezer,
behind. So now Chloe’s
chasing her ballet
dreams down the east
coast—two unwanted
(but kinda cute)
passengers in her car,
butterflies in her
stomach, and a really
dope playlist on repeat.
Filled with roadside
hijinks, heart-stirring
romance, and a few
broken rules, Kristina
Forest's | Wanna Be
Where You Are is a YA
debut perfect for fans
of Jenny Han and
Sandhya Menon.
Sun Moon Star
RosettaBooks

Sun Moon Star is the
story of the birth of
Jesus—as told by Kurt
Vonnegut. This

children's book takes
the newborn Jesus'
perspective,  offering
beautiful and insightful
descriptions of the
world from someone
newly born into it. In
this book, we follow
Jesus and meet the
people most important
to his life—presented
in new and surprising
ways. A powerful
departure from
Vonnegut's more adult
work, Sun Moon Star
gives readers a rare
glimpse of the writer's
talent in a format
that's unigque and
unexpected. This
book's well-crafted
simplicity is sure to
make it a
favorite—with both
children and adult
readers who are
Vonnegut fans.
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