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The Sense of an
Ending Vintage

BOOKER PRIZE
WINNER ¢ NATIONAL
BESTSELLER ¢ A novel



that follows a middle-
aged man as he
contends with a past
he never much thought
about—until his closest

childhood friends
return with a
vengeance: one of

them from the grave,
another maddeningly
present. A novel so
compelling that it begs
to be read in a single
setting, The Sense of
an Ending has the
psychological and
emotional depth and
sophistication of Henry
James at his best, and
is a stunning
achievement in Julian
Barnes's oeuvre. Tony
Webster thought he
left his past behind as
he built a life for
himself, and his career
has provided him with
a secure retirement
and an amicable
relationship with his
ex-wife and daughter,
who now has a family

12

of her own. But when
he is presented with a
mysterious legacy, he
is forced to revise his
estimation of his own
nature and place in the
world.

The Sense of an
Ending Random House
Canada

Winner of the 2011
Man Booker Prize and
#1 international
bestseller, The Sense
of an Ending is a
masterpiece. The story
of a man coming to
terms with the mutable
past, Julian Barnes's
new novel is laced with
his trademark
precision, dexterity
and insight. It is the
work of one of the
world's most
distinguished writers.
Tony Webster and his
cligue first met Adrian
Finn at school. Sex-
hungry and book-
hungry, they navigated
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the girl drought of
gawky adolescence
together, trading in
affectations, in-jokes,
rumour and wit. Maybe
Adrian was a little
more serious than the
others, certainly more
intelligent, but they
swore to stay friends
forever. Until Adrian's
life took a turn into
tragedy, and all of
them, especially Tony,
moved on and did their
best to forget. Now
Tony is in middle age.
He's had a career and
a marriage, a calm
divorce. He gets along
nicely, he thinks, with
his one child, a
daughter, and even
with his ex-wife. He's
certainly never tried to
hurt anybody. Memory,
though, is imperfect. It
can always throw up
surprises, as a lawyer's
letter is about to prove.
The unexpected
bequest conveyed by

13

that letter leads Tony
on a dogged search
through a past
suddenly turned
murky. And how do you
carry on, contentedly,
when events conspire
to upset all your
vaunted truths?

The Sense of an
Ending Random House
‘A masterpiece... |
would urge you to read
- and re-read ' Daily
Telegraph *Winner of
the Man Booker Prize
for Fiction 2011** Tony
Webster and his clique
first met Adrian Finn at
school. Sex-hungry and
book-hungry, they
would navigate the
girl-less sixth form
together, trading in
affectations, in-jokes,
rumour and wit. Maybe
Adrian was a little
more serious than the
others, certainly more
intelligent, but they all
swore to stay friends
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for life. Now Tony is
retired. He's had a
career and a single
marriage, a calm
divorce. He's certainly
never tried to hurt
anybody. Memory,
though, is imperfect. It
can always throw up
surprises, as a lawyer's
letter is about to prove.
Now a major film

The Sense of an
Ending Alfred a Knopf
Incorporated

Follows a middle-aged
man as he reflects on a
past he thought was
behind him, until he is
presented with a
legacy that forces him
to reconsider different
decisions, and to revise
his place in the world.

be
of

Nothing to
Frightened
Vintage Canada
"l don't believe in God,
but I miss him." So
begins Julian Barnes’s

brilliant new book that
is, among many things,
a family memoir, an
exchange with his
brother (a
philosopher), a
meditation on mortality
and the fear of death, a
celebration of art, an
argument with and
about God, and a
homage to the writer
Jules Renard. Barnes
also draws poignant
portraits of the last
days of his parents,
recalled with great
detail, affection and
exasperation. Other
examples he takes up
include writers, "most
of them dead and quite
a few of them French,"
as well as some
composers, for good
measure. The grace
with which Barnes
weaves together all of
these threads makes
the experience of
reading the book
nothing less than
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exhilarating. Although
he cautions us that
“this is not my
autobiography," the
book nonetheless
reveals much about
Barnes the man and
the novelist: how he
thinks and how he
writes and how he
lives. At once deadly
serious and dazzlingly
playful, Nothing to Be
Frightened Of is a wise,
funny and constantly
surprising tour of the
human condition.

The Sense of an
Ending Oxford
University Press

Frank Kermode is one
of our most
distinguished critics of
English literature.
Here, he contributes a
new epilogue to his
collection of classic
lectures on the
relationship of fiction
to age-old concepts of
apocalyptic chaos and

15

crisis. Prompted by the
approach of the
millennium, he revisits
the book which brings
his highly concentrated
insights to bear on
some of the most

unyielding
philosophical and
aesthetic enigmas.

Examining the works of
writers from Plato to
William  Burrows,
Kermode shows how
they have persistently
imposed their "fictions"
upon the face of
eternity and how these

have reflected the
apocalyptic spirit.
Kermode then

discusses literature at
a time when new
fictive explanations, as
used by Spenser and
Shakespeare, were
being devised to fit a
world of uncertain
beginning and end. He
goes on to deal
perceptively with
modern literature with



"traditionalists" such as
Yeats, Eliot, and Joyce,
as well as
contemporary

"schismatics," the
French "new novelists,"
and such seminal

figures as Jean-Paul
Sartre and Samuel
Beckett. Whether

weighing the difference
between modern and
earlier modes of
apocalyptic thought,
considering the
degeneration of fiction
into myth, or
commenting on the
vogue of the Absurd,
Kermode is distinctly
lucid, persuasive, witty,
and prodigal of ideas.

Flaubert's Parrot
Vintage
BOOKER PRIZE

NOMINEE ¢ The literary
detective story of a
retired doctor who is
obsessed with the 19th

16

tracking down a stuffed
parrot that once
inspired him « From
the internationally
bestselling author of
The Sense of an Ending
Julian Barnes playfully
combines a detective
story with a character
study of its detective,
embedded in a brilliant
riff on literary genius. A
compelling weave of
fiction and
imaginatively ordered
fact, Flaubert's Parrot
is by turns moving and
entertaining, witty and
scholarly, and a tour de
force of seductive
originality.

Arthur & George
Vintage Canada

Brilliantly imagined
and irresistibly
readable, Arthur &
George is a major new
novel from Julian
Barnes, a wonderful

century French author combination of
Flaubert—and with playfulness, pathos
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and wisdom. Searching
for clues, no one would
ever guess that the
lives of Arthur and
George might
intersect. Growing up
in shabby-genteel
nineteenth-century
Edinburgh, Arthur is
saddled with a dad who
is a disgrace and a
mum he wishes to
protect, and is
propelled into a life of
action. To his
astonishment, his
career as a self-made
man of letters brings
him riches and fame
and, in the world at
large, he becomes the
perfect picture of the
honourable English
gentlemen. George is
irredeemably an
outsider, and has no
hope of becoming such
a picture. Though he’s
dogged and logical, a
vicar’'s son from rural
Staffordshire, he is set
apart, and he and his

17

family are targeted in
his boyhood by a
poison-pen campaign.
George finds safe
harbour in the
reliability of rules, and
grows up to become a
solicitor, putting his
faith in the insulating
value of British justice.
Then crisis upsets the
uneasy equilibrium of
both men’s lives.
Arthur is knocked for a
loop by guilt and other
dishonourable

emotions. George is
put to the sorest test,
accused of a horrible
crime. And from that
point on their lives
weave together in the
most profound and
surprising way, as each
man becomes the
other’s salvation.
Arthur & George is a
masterful novel about
low crime and high
spirituality, guilt and
innocence, identity,
nationality and race.



Most of all, it's a
profound and witty
meditation on the
fateful differences
between what we
believe, what we know
and what we can
prove. George and his
father pray together,
kneeling side by side
on the scrubbed
boards. Then George
climbs into bed while
his father locks the
door and turns out the
light. As he falls
asleep, George
sometimes thinks of
the floor, and how his
soul must be scrubbed
just as the boards are
scrubbed. Father is not
an easy sleeper, and
has a tendency to
groan and wheeze.
Sometimes, in the
early morning, when
dawn is beginning to
show at the edges of
the curtains, Father will
catechize him.
"George, where do you

18

live?" "The Vicarage,
Great Wyrley." "And
where is that?"
"Staffordshire, Father."
"And where is that?"

"The centre of
England." "And what is
England, George?"

"England is the beating
heart of the Empire,
Father." "Good. And
what is the blood that
flows  through the
arteries and veins of
the Empire to reach

even its farthest
shore?" "The Church of
England." "Good,

George." And after a
while Father will begin
to groan and wheeze
again. George watches
the outline of the
curtain harden. He lies
there thinking of
arteries and veins
making red lines on the
map of the world,
linking Britain to all the
places coloured pink:
Australia and India and
Canada and islands

18

The Sense Of An Ending Ending 2026-07-06

Explained



The Sense Of An Ending Ending Explained

19

dotted everywhere. He
thinks of blood
bubbling though these
tubes and emerging in
Sydney, Bombay, the
St. Lawrence
Waterway. Bloodlines,
that is a word he has
heard somewhere.
With the pulse of blood
in his ears, he begins
to fall asleep again.
—excerpt from Arthur
& George

The Only Story
Vintage

One of the Best Books
of the Year: San
Francisco Chronicle,
Financial Times Most of
us have only one story
to tell . . . only one that
matters, only one
finally worth telling.
This is mine. One
summer in the sixties,
in a staid suburb south
of London, nineteen-
year-old Paul comes
home from university
and is urged by his

19

mother to join the
tennis club. There he’s
partnered with Susan
Macleod, a fine player
who's forty-eight,
confident, witty, and
married, with two
nearly adult daughters.
She is a warm
companion, her bond
with Paul immediate.
And soon, inevitably,
they are lovers.
Basking in the glow of
one another, they set
up house together in
London. Decades later,
Paul looks back at how
they fell in love and
how—gradually,

relentlessly—everythin
g fell apart. As he turns
over his only story in
his mind, examining it
from different vantage
points, he finds himself
confronted with the
contradictions and slips
of his own
memory—and the ways
in which our narratives
and our lives shape



one another. Poignant,
vivid and profound,
The Only Story is a
searing novel of
memory, devotion, and
how first love fixes a
life forever.

The Sense of an
Ending Oxford
University Press

Frank Kermode is one
of our most
distinguished critics of
English literature.
Here, he contributes a
new epilogue to his
collection of classic
lectures on the
relationship of fiction
to age-old concepts of
apocalyptic chaos and
crisis. Prompted by the
approach of the
millennium, he revisits
the book which brings
his highly concentrated
insights to bear on
some of the most

20

Examining the works of
writers from Plato to
William  Burrows,
Kermode shows how
they have persistently
imposed their "fictions"
upon the face of
eternity and how these

have reflected the
apocalyptic spirit.
Kermode then

discusses literature at
a time when new
fictive explanations, as
used by Spenser and
Shakespeare, were
being devised to fit a
world of uncertain
beginning and end. He
goes on to deal
perceptively with
modern literature with
"traditionalists" such as
Yeats, Eliot, and Joyce,

as well as
contemporary
"schismatics," the

French "new novelists,"
and such seminal

unyielding figures as Jean-Paul
philosophical and Sartre and Samuel
aesthetic enigmas. Beckett. Whether
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weighing the difference
between modern and
earlier modes of
apocalyptic thought,
considering the
degeneration of fiction
into myth, or
commenting on the
vogue of the Absurd,
Kermode is distinctly
lucid, persuasive, witty,
and prodigal of ideas.

Pulse Random House
Canada

From a writer who's on
a roll, fourteen stories
that range freely
through the historical
past and contemporary
life, touching on
longing and love, loss
and friendship, and a
great many passions in
between. It's the
strongest collection yet
from Julian Barnes.
From an imperial
capital in the
eighteenth century to
Garibaldi's adventures
in the nineteenth, from

21

the vineyards of Italy
to the English seaside
in our time, Julian
Barnes finds the
"stages, transitions,
arguments" that define
us. A newly divorced
real estate agent can't

resist invading his
reticent girlfriend's
privacy, but the
information he finds
reveals only his
callously shallow
curiosity. A couple
comes together
through an illicit

cigarette and a song
shared over the din of
a Chinese restaurant. A
widower revisiting the
Scottish island he'd
treasured with his wife
learns how difficult it is
to purge oneself of
grief. And throughout,
friends gather regularly
at dinner parties and
perfect the art of
cerebral, sometimes
bawdy banter about
the world passing



before them. Whether
domestic or
extraordinary, each
story pulses with the
resonance, spark and
poignant humor for
which Barnes is justly
heralded.

England, England
Vintage Canada

Grotesque visionary Sir
Jack Pitman has an
idea. Since most
people are too lazy to
travel from landmark
to landmark, why not
simplify things and
create a new England
on the Isle of Wight?
Unfortunately, his idea
is a huge success, and
the resulting theme
park threatens to
supersede the original.
Called England,
England, it has all the

elements of "OlId
England” in one
convenient location.

Wander into the new
Sherwood Forest and

22

you may spot Robin
Hood and his now
sexually ambiguous
Merrie Men. Or take a
stroll to see
Stonehenge and Anne
Hathaway's Cottage,
enjoy a ploughman's
lunch atop the White
Cliffs of Dover, then
pop over to see the
Royals, now on
contract to Sir Jack, in
their scaled-down
version of Buckingham
Palace. Every detail
has been considered:
even the postcards
come pre-stamped!
Julian  Barnes' first
novel in six years is a
ferociously funny
examination of the
search for authenticity
and truth in a
fabricated world.

The Noise of Time
Vintage

A compact masterpiece
dedicated to the
Russian composer
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Dmitri Shostakovich:
Julian Barnes’s first
novel since his best-
selling, Man Booker
Prize-winning The
Sense of an Ending. In
1936, Shostakovich,
just thirty, fears for his
livelihood and his life.

Stalin, hitherto a
distant  figure, has
taken a sudden

interest in his work and
denounced his latest
opera. Now, certain he
will be exiled to Siberia

(or, more likely,
executed on the spot),
Shostakovich  reflects

on his predicament, his
personal history, his
parents, various
women and wives, his
children—and all who
are still alive
themselves hang in the
balance of his fate. And
though a stroke of luck
prevents him from
becoming yet another
casualty of the Great
Terror, for decades to

23

come he will be held
fast under the thumb
of despotism: made to
represent Soviet values
at a cultural
conference in New York
City, forced into joining
the Party and
compelled, constantly,
to weigh appeasing
those in power against
the integrity of his
music. Barnes
elegantly guides us
through the trajectory
of Shostakovich's
career, at the same
time illuminating the
tumultuous evolution
of the Soviet Union.
The result is both a
stunning portrait of a
relentlessly fascinating
man and a brilliant
exploration of the
meaning of art and its
place in society.

Levels of Life Vintage
Julian Barnes, author of
the Man Booker
Prize-winning novel
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The Sense of an
Ending, gives us his
most powerfully
moving book yet,
beginning in the
nineteenth century and
leading seamlessly into
an entirely personal
account of
loss—making Levels of
Life an immediate
classic on the subject
of grief. Levels of Life
is a book about
ballooning,

photography, love and
loss; about putting two
things, and two people,
together, and about
tearing them apart.
One of the judges who
awarded Barnes the
2011 Booker Prize
described him as “an
unparalleled magus of
the heart.” This book
confirms that opinion.
“Spare and
beautiful...a book of
rare intimacy and
honesty about love and
grief. To read it is a

privilege. To have
written it is
astonishing.” —Ruth

Scurr, The Times of
London “A remarkable
narrative that is as raw
in its emotion as it is
characteristically
elegant in its
execution.” —Eileen
Battersby, The Irish
Times This ebook
edition includes a
reading group guide.

Tell Me an Ending
Simon and Schuster

“Sharply, beautifully
written.” —The New
York Times Book
Review “Intriguing,
frightening, witty, and
humane.” —The Wall
Street Journal Black
Mirror meets
Severence in this
thrilling speculative

novel about a tech
company that deletes
unwanted memories,
the consequences for
those forced to deal
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with what they tried to
forget, and the doctor
who seeks to protect
her patients from
further harm. What if
you didn’t have to live
with your worst
memories? Across the
world, thousands of
people are shocked by
a notification that they
once chose to have a
memory removed. Now
they are being given
an opportunity to get
that memory back.
Four individuals are
filled with new doubts,
grappling with the
unexpected question of
whether to remember
unknown events, or to
leave them buried
forever. Finn, an Irish
architect living in the
Arizona desert, begins
to suspect  his
charming wife of
having an affair. Mei, a
troubled grad school
dropout in Kuala
Lumpur, wonders why

25

she remembers a city
she has never visited.
William, a former
police inspector in
England, struggles with
PTSD, the breakdown
of his marriage, and his
own secret family
history. Oscar, a
handsome young man
with almost no
memories at all, travels
the world in a constant
state of fear. Into these
characters’ lives comes
Noor, a psychologist

working at the
Nepenthe memory
removal clinic in

London. The process of
reinstating patients’
memories begins to
shake the moral
foundations of her
world. As she delves
deeper into how the
program works, she
will have to risk
everything to uncover
the cost of this
miraculous technology.
A provocative
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exploration of secrets,
grief, and identity—of
the stories we tell
ourselves—Tell Me an
Ending is “an
intellectually and
emotionally satisfying
thriller” (Booklist).

Before She Met Me
Vintage

At the start of this
fiendishly comic and
suspenseful novel, a
mild-mannered English
academic chuckles as
he watches his wife
commit adultery. The
action takes place
before she met him.
But lines between film
and reality, past and
present become
terrifyingly blurred in
this sad and funny tour
de force from the
author of Flaubert's
Parrot.

Metroland Vintage
Only the author of
Flaubert's Parrot could

give us a novel that is
at once a note-perfect
rendition of the angsts
and attitudes of English
adolescence, a giddy
comedy of sexual
awakening in the
1960s, and a portrait of
the accommodations
that some of us call
"growing up" and
others "selling out."

The Sixteenth of
June Simon and
Schuster

A finely  observed
debut novel that paints
a funny, moving,

truthful portrayal of a
family at a turning
point: “A triumph”
(Helen Schulman, New
York Times bestselling
author of This Beautiful
Life). Leopold Portman
dreams of settling
down in Philadelphia’s
bucolic suburbs and
starting a family with
his fiancée, Nora. A
talented singer in
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mourning for her
mother, Nora has
abandoned a promising
opera career and
wonders what her
destiny holds. Her best
friend, Stephen,
Leopold’s brother,
dithers in his seventh
year of graduate
school and privately
questions Leo and
Nora’s relationship. On
June 16, 2004, the
three are brought
together—first for a
funeral, then for the
Portmans’ annual
Bloomsday party. As
the long-simmering
tensions between them
rise, they must
confront their pasts
and their hopes for the
future. Clever, lyrical,
and poignant, The
Sixteenth of June
delves into the frictions
and allegiances of
friendships, the murky
uncertainty of early
adulthood, and the

27

yearning to belong.
Offering a nod to James
Joyce’s Ulysses, this
remarkable novel
explores the secrets
we keep and the
lengths we go to for
acceptance and love. It
is “a perfect book for
fans of Jonathan
Tropper, Meg Wolitzer,
and, yes, James Joyce”
(Star Tribune,
Minneapolis).

Something to
Declare Random
House Canada

Anyone who loves
France (or just feels
strongly about it), or
has succumbed to the
spell of Julian Barnes's
previous books, will be
enraptured by this
collection of essays on
the country and its

culture. Barnes's
appreciation extends
from France's

vanishing peasantry to
its hyper-literate pop
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singers, from the
gleeful iconoclasm of
nouvelle vague cinema
to the orgy of drugs
and suffering that is
the Tour de France.
Above all, Barnes is an
unparalleled

connoisseur of French
writing and writers.
Here are the prolific
and priapic Simenon,
Baudelaire, Sand and
Sartre, and several
dazzling excursions on
the prickly genius of
Flaubert. Lively yet
discriminating in its
enthusiasm, seemingly
infinite in its range of
reference, and written
in prose as stylish as
haute couture,
Something to Declare
is an unadulterated

joy.

Veronica Vintage

A finalist for the
National Book Award
and National Book
Critics Circle Award,

here is an evocative
novel about female
friendship in the
glittering 1980s. Alison
and Veronica meet
amid the nocturnal
glamour of 1980s New
York: One is a young
model stumbling away
from the wreck of her
career, the other an
eccentric middle-aged
office temp. Over the
next twenty years their
friendship will
encompass narcissism
and tenderness,
exploitation and self-
sacrifice, love and
mortality. Moving
seamlessly from
present and past,
casting a fierce yet
compassionate eye on
two eras and their
fixations, the result is a
work of timeless depth
and moral power.

Keeping an Eye
Open Vintage
An extraordinary
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collection—hawk-eyed
and

understanding—from
the Man Booker
Prize-winning, best-
selling author of The
Sense of an Ending and
Levels of Life. As Julian
Barnes notes:
“Flaubert believed that
it was impossible to
explain one art form in
terms of another, and
that great paintings
required no words of
explanation. Braque
thought the ideal state
would be reached
when we said nothing
at all in front of a
painting . . . Butitis a
rare picture that stuns,
or argues, us into
silence. And if one
does, it is only a short
time before we want to
explain and understand
the very silence into
which we have been
plunged.” This is the
exact dynamic that
informs his new book.

29

In his 1989 novel A
History of the World in
10% Chapters, Barnes
had a chapter on
Géricault’s The Raft of
the Medusa, and since
then he has written
about many great
masters of nineteenth-
and twentieth-century
art, including
Delacroix, Manet,
Fantin-Latour,

Cézanne, Degas,
Redon, Bonnard,
Vuillard, Vallotton,
Braque, Magritte,
Oldenburg, Lucian
Freud and Howard
Hodgkin. The
seventeen essays
gathered here help
trace the arc from
Romanticism to
Realism and into
Modernism; they are
adroit, insightful and,
above all, a true
pleasure to read.

Desolation Vintage
Samuel Perlman, the
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elderly narrator of
Yasmina Reza’'s
deliriously dyspeptic
novel, is surrounded by
happy people. His wife
Nancy is thrilled to be
a member of the
human race. His grown
son is content
crisscrossing the world
to “sample exotic fruit
with the savages.” But
Samuel himself refuses
to be happy and his
attempt to explain his
refusal (half to his son
and half to himself)
generates an epic,
blasphemous, and
hilarious rant against
the compromises of his
life. Whether he is
recounting his pal
Lionel’s heroic battle
against impotence;
lamenting the loss of
his great love, the
irresistible Marisa
Botton; or pondering
the possibility of a new
love in the person of
one Genevieve

Abramowitz, the droll,
irascible Perlman is
one of the great talkers
of contemporary
fiction. And Desolation
is one of the most
dazzling performances
ever written for one
voice.

Love,

Canada
In Love, etc. Julian
Barnes has created a
deep, dark feast of
human frailties and
needs. Love, etc. stars
three characters
introduced a decade
ago in Talking It Over
— to which this novel
has an eerie,
freestanding relation.
Which is precisely what
Stuart felt about his
wife Gillian, until his
witty, feckless, former
best friend Oliver stole
her away. Fabulously
engaging and
profoundly unsettling.

Etc Vintage
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The Cabinet Watkins
Media Limited

Winner of the
Munhakdongne Novel
Award, South Korea's
most prestigious
literary prize. Cabinet
13 looks exactly like
any normal  filing
cabinet...Except this
cabinet is filled with
files on the
‘symptomers’, humans
whose strange abilities
and bizarre
experiences might just
mark the emergence of
a new species. But to
Mr Kong, the harried
office worker whose job
it is to look after the
cabinet, the
symptomers are a
headache; especially
the one who won't stop
calling every day,
asking to be turned
into a cat. A richly
funny and fantastical
novel about the
strangeness at the
heart of even the most

31

everyday lives, from
one of South Korea's
most acclaimed
novelists. Translated
by Sean Lin Halbert
File Under: Fiction [
12,000 Cans of Beer |
Memory Mosaicers |
Will Execution Inc. |
Monkey of All Bombs ]

English Studies
Cambridge Scholars
Publishing

This volume offers a
selection of revised
versions of the papers
presented at the 7th
International |IDEA
Conference held at
Pamukkale University
in Denizli, Turkey,
organised by the
Association of English
Language and Literary
Studies in Turkey. The
contributions to this
book offer a wide
range of research from
scholars on a variety of
topics in English
literature, including
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Shakespearean

studies, Victorian,
colonial, and
postcolonial literature,
poetry, and drama
studies. The volume
also includes a number
of informative research
articles on comparative
and translation studies
which will offer
assistance to young
scholars in their
academic studies. In
addition to acting as a
guide to young
academics, the book
will also function as a
fruitful reference book
in a wide range of
English literary studies.

Dear Life Vintage

WINNER OF THE NOBEL
PRIZE© IN LITERATURE
2013 A New York
Times Notable Book A
Washington Post
Notable Work of Fiction
A Best Book of the
Year: The Atlantic,
NPR, San Francisco

Chronicle, Vogue, AV
Club In story after story
in this brilliant new
collection, Alice Munro
pinpoints the moment
a person is forever
altered by a chance
encounter, an action
not taken, or a simple
twist of fate. Her
characters are flawed
and fully human: a
soldier returning from
war and avoiding his
fiancée, a wealthy
woman deciding
whether to confront a
blackmailer, an
adulterous mother and
her neglected children,
a guilt-ridden father, a
young teacher jilted by
her employer.
[llumined by Munro’s
unflinching insight,
these lives draw us in
with their quiet depth
and surprise us with
unexpected turns. And
while most are set in
her signature territory
around Lake Huron,
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some strike even
closer to home: an
astonishing suite of
four autobiographical
tales offers an
unprecedented glimpse
into Munro’s own
childhood. Exalted by
her clarity of vision and
her unparalleled gift for
storytelling, Dear Life
shows how strange,
perilous, and
extraordinary ordinary
life can be.

Where You Come
From Tin House Books
A Washington Post,
Chicago Review of
Books, Kirkus, and
Christian Science
Monitor Best Book of
the Month “Inventive,
funny and moving.”
—The New York Times
Book Review
Translated from the
German by Damion
Searls Winner of the
German Book Prize,
SasSa StanisSic’s
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inventive and
surprising novel asks:
what makes us who we
are? In August, 1992, a
boy and his mother
flee the war in
Yugoslavia and arrive
in Germany. Six
months later, the boy’s
father joins them,
bringing a brown
suitcase, insomnia, and
a scar on his thigh.
Sasa StaniSic’'s Where
You Come From is a
novel about this family,
whose world is
uprooted and remade
by war: their history,
their life before the
conflict, and the years
that followed their
escape as they created
a new life in a new
country. Blending
autofiction, fable, and
choose-your-own-
adventure, Where You
Come From is setin a
village where only
thirteen people remain,
in lost and made-up
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memories, in
coincidences, in
choices, and in a
dragons’ den.

Translated by Damion
Searls, it's a novel
about homelands, both
remembered and
imagined, lost and
found. A book that
playfully twists form
and genre with wit and
heart to explore
questions that lie
inside all of us: about
language and shame,
about arrival and
making it just in time,
about luck and death,
about what role our
origins and memories
play in our lives.

Jane Two Center
Street

A coming of age debut
novel from The
Boondock Saints and
Young Indiana Jones
actor Sean Patrick

through the dense
Texas humidity of the
70s and out onto the
porch every single time
his Granddaddy calls
him, where he's
presented with the
heirloom recipe for life,
love, and manhood.
But all the logic and
insight in the world
cannot prepare him to
operate correctly in the
presence of a
wonderfully beautiful
little girl who moves in
just behind his rear
fence. How will this
magical moment divide
Mickey's life into a
"before and after" and
permanently change
his motion and direct it
down the unpaved
road to which only a
lucky few are granted
access?

The Man in the High
Castle Houghton

Flanery. A young Mifflin Harcourt
Mickey navigates In a classic work of
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alternate history, the
United States is divided
up and ruled by the
Axis powers after the
defeat of the Allies
during World War II.
Reissue. Winner of the
Hugo Award for Best
Novel.

Love and its Critics
Open Book Publishers

This book is a history of
love and the challenge
love offers to the laws
and customs of its
times and places, as
told through poetry
from the Song of Songs
to John Milton’s
Paradise Lost. It is also
an account of the

critical reception
afforded to such
literature, and the

ways in which criticism
has attempted to stifle
this challenge. Bryson
and Movsesian argue
that the poetry they
explore celebrates and
reinvents the love the
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troubadour poets of
the eleventh and
twelfth centuries called
fin'amor: love as an
end in itself, mutual
and freely chosen even
in the face of social,
religious, or political
retribution. Neither
eros nor agape, neither
exclusively of the
body, nor solely of the
spirit, this love is a
middle path. Alongside
this tradition has
grown a critical
movement that
employs a
'hermeneutics of
suspicion', in Paul
Ricoeur’'s phrase, to
claim that passionate
love poetry is not what
it seems, and should
be properly understood
as worship of God,
subordination to
Empire, or an
entanglement with the
structures of language
itself - in short, the
very things it resists.
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The book engages with
some of the seminal
literature of the
Western canon,
including the Bible, the
poetry of Ovid, and
works by English
authors such as
William Shakespeare
and John Donne, and
with criticism that
stretches from the
earliest readings of the
Song of Songs to
contemporary

academic literature.
Lively and enjoyable in
its style, it attempts to
restore a sense of
pleasure to the reading

of poetry, and to
puncture critical
insistence that

literature must be
outwitted. It will be of
value to professional,
graduate, and
advanced
undergraduate
scholars of literature,
and to the educated
general reader

interested in
treatments of love in
poetry throughout
history.

How Reading
Changed My Life
Ballantine Books

THE LIBRARY OF
CONTEMPORARY

THOUGHT is a
groundbreaking series
where America's finest
writers and most
brilliant minds tackle

today's most
provocative,

fascinating, and
relevant issues.

Striking and daring,
creative and important,
these original voices on
matters political,
social, economic, and
cultural, will enlighten,
comfort, entertain,
enrage, and ignite
healthy debate across
the country.

The Lemon Table
Vintage Canada
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Master prose stylist
Julian Barnes presents
a collection of stories
whose characters are
growing old and facing
the end of their lives --
some with bitterness,
some with resignation
and others with raging
defiance. “Life is just a
premature reaction to
death,” was what Viv's
husband used to say.
Once her lover and
friend, he is now Viv's
semi-helpless charge,
who is daily sinking
ever deeper into
dementia. In
“Appetite,” Viv has
found a way to reach
her husband: by
reading aloud snippets
of recipe books until he
calls out indelible --
and sometimes
unfortunate -- scenes
locked away in his
brain. In “The Things
You Know,” two elderly
friends enjoy their
monthly breakfast

37

meetings that neither
would ever think of
missing. Of course, all
they really have in
common is a fondness
for flat suede shoes
and a propensity for
thinking spiteful,
unspoken thoughts
about one another’s
dead husbands. “The
Fruit Cage” is narrated
by a middle-aged man
whose seemingly
orderly upbringing is
harrowingly undone
when he discovers that
his parents’ old age is
not necessarily a time
of serenity but actually
an age of aroused,
perhaps violent,
passions. In these
stories, Julian Barnes
displays the erudition,
wit and uncanny
insight into the human
mind that mark him as
one of today's great
writers, one whose
intellect and humour
never obscure a
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genuine affection for
his characters.

One Hundred Years
of Solitude Harper

Collins
One of the 20th
century's enduring

works, One Hundred
Years of Solitude is a
widely beloved and
acclaimed novel known
throughout the world,
and the ultimate
achievement in a Nobel
Prize-winning career.
The novel tells the
story of the rise and
fall of the mythical
town of Macondo
through the history of
the Buendia family. It
is a rich and brilliant
chronicle of life and
death, and the
tragicomedy of
humankind. In the
noble, ridiculous,
beautiful, and tawdry
story of the Buendia
family, one sees all of
humanity, just as in the

history, myths, growth,
and decay of Macondo,
one sees all of Latin
America. Love and lust,
war and revolution,
riches and poverty,
youth and senility --
the variety of life, the
endlessness of death,
the search for peace
and truth -- these
universal themes
dominate the novel.
Whether he s
describing an affair of
passion or the voracity
of capitalism and the
corruption of
government, Gabriel
Garcia Marquez always
writes with the
simplicity, ease, and
purity that are the
mark of a master.
Alternately reverential
and comical, One
Hundred Years of
Solitude weaves the
political, personal, and
spiritual to bring a new
consciousness to
storytelling. Translated
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into dozens of
languages, this
stunning work is no
less than an

accounting of the
history of the human
race.

Wish Her Safe At
Home New York
Review of Books

Rachel Waring is
deliriously happy. Out
of nowhere, a great-
aunt leaves her a
Georgian mansion in
another city—and she
sheds her old life
without delay. Gone is
her dull administrative
job, her mousy
wardrobe, her downer
of a roommate. She
will live as a woman of
leisure, devoted to
beauty, creativity,
expression, and love.
Once installed in her
new quarters, Rachel
plants a garden, takes
up writing, and
impresses everyone
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she meets with her
extraordinary
optimism. But as
Rachel sings and jokes
the days away, her
new neighbors begin to
wonder if she might be
taking her
transformation just a
bit too far. In Wish Her
Safe at Home, Stephen
Benatar finds humor
and horror in the
shifting region between
elation and mania. His
heroine could be the
next-door neighbor of
the Beales of Grey
Gardens or a sister to
Jane Gardam’s oddball
protagonists, but she
has an ebullient charm
all her own.
Sense and
Sensibility

Flaubert's Parrot, A
History of the World
in 10 1/2 Chapters
National Geographic
Books
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An Everyman's Library
hardcover omnibus
edition of two of the
Booker Prize-winning
author's earliest and
most admired novels,
neither of which has
been available in
hardcover for more
than two decades. With
full-cloth binding, a silk
ribbon marker, a
chronology, and a new
introduction. Flaubert's
Parrot, Julian Barnes's
breakthrough

book—shortlisted for
the Booker Prize in
1984—is the story of
Geoffrey Braithwaite, a
retired doctor who is
obsessed with the
French author and with
tracking down a stuffed
parrot that once
inspired him. Barnes
playfully combines a
literary detective story
with a character study
of its detective,
embedded in a brilliant
riff on literary genius. A

History of the World in
10 1/2 Chapters is a
mix of fictional and
historical narratives of
voyage and
discovery—ranging
from a woodworm's
perspective on Noah's
ark to a survivor from
the sinking of the
Titanic—that question
our ideas of history.
One of his most
inventive works, it was
praised by Salman
Rushdie as "frequently

brilliant, funny,
thoughtful,
iconoclastic, and a

delight to read."
The Magpie Trap

The Seven Husbands
of Evelyn Hugo
Simon and Schuster

The epic adventures
Evelyn creates over the
course of a lifetime will
leave every reader
mesmerized. This
wildly addictive journey
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of a reclusive
Hollywood starlet and
her tumultuous
Tinseltown journey
comes with
unexpected twists and
the most satisfying of
drama.

Staring At The Sun
Vintage Canada

Jean Serjeant, the
heroine of Julian
Barnes’'s wonderfully
provocative novel,
seems ordinary, but
has an extraordinary
disdain for wisdom.
And as Barnes—winner
of the Man Booker
Prize for The Sense of
an Ending—follows her
from her childhood in
the 1920s to her flight
into the sun in the year
2021, he confronts
readers with the fruits
of her relentless
curiosity: pilgrimages
to China and the Grand
Canyon; a catalog of
1940s sexual
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euphemisms; and a
glimpse of technology
in the twenty-first
century (when The
Absolute Truth can be
universally accessed).
Elegant, funny and
intellectually
subversive, Staring at
the Sun is Julian Barnes
at his most dazzlingly
original. “Brilliant. . . .
A marvelous literary
epiphany.” —Carlos
Fuentes, The New York
Times Book Review
“Barnes’s literary
energy and daring are
nearly unparalleled.”
—New Republic

When Life Gives You
Demons Swoon Reads
A smart and funny YA
novel from Jennifer
Honeybourn, When Life
Gives You Demons
Some people have
school spirit. Shelby
Black has real ones.
Shelby Black has spent
the past six months



training to be an
exorcist. Her great-
uncle Roy—a Catholic
priest—has put her
through exorcist boot
camp hell, hoping to
develop her talent, but
ohmygod, he still
doesn’t trust her to do
an exorcism on her
own. High school is
hard enough without
having to explain that
you fight demons for a
living, so Shelby keeps
her extracurricular
activity to herself. The
last thing she wants is
for her crush, Spencer,
to find out what she
does in her off time.
But Shelby knows how
to keep a secret—even
a big one. Like the fact
that her mom left
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under mysterious
circumstances and it's
all her fault. Shelby is
hellbent on finding her
mom, no matter what
it costs her—even if
what it ends up costing
her is her soul AND a
relationship  with
Spencer. Praise for
Wesley James Ruined
My Life: "Everything
readers expect and
want from a
lighthearted summer
teen romance....Pitch-
perfect." —School
Library Journal "Light,
cute, and a quick
read." —The Eater of

Books “Immensely
readable, utterly
charming and
absolutely un-put-
downable.” —Jennifer
McKenzie
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