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BURIAL RITES HANNAH KENT BOOK REVIEW

Welcome to our comprehensive book evaluation! We are excited
to take you on a literary journey and dive into the depths of
Burial Rites Hannah Kent we have actually picked to assess. Our
objective is to mesmerize your interest and provide you with a
detailed analysis of the story, personalities, and motifs. With our
book testimonial, we hope to provide you a glimpse right into the
globe of literature and inspire you to grab a copy and read on
your own. Whether you're a bookworm or an informal reader,
we've obtained you covered. So, without additional trouble, let's
begin on this exciting journey and discover guide together!

INTRO TO BURIAL RITES HANNAH KENT PUBLICATION

Welcome  to  our  Burial  Rites  Hannah  Kent  book  testimonial!
Today, we will certainly be taking a more detailed check out a
fascinating book that  we believe you'll  enjoy.  Initially,  allow's
start with a quick overview of guide.
The novel is set in a town in the Midwest and follows the story of
a young woman named Sarah. She is having a hard time to find
her area worldwide, and as the unique advances, she embarks on

a journey of self-discovery that is both emotional and motivating.
Guide Burial Rites Hannah Kent exposes much of life's difficulties
and  checks  out  themes  such  as  love,  loss,  and  personal
development. But prior to we enter into the nitty-gritty of the
story,  let's  take  a  better  consider  the  book's  primary
personalities.

BURIAL RITES HANNAH KENT STORY SUMMARY

After introducing the personalities and setting, the tale takes off
as the primary character encounters a collection of obstacles.
Throughout Burial Rites Hannah Kent, we see the lead character
fight with different obstacles and attempt to overcome them.
Among the mayhem, a love story unfolds as the protagonist falls
for an additional personality. Their partnership is tested as they
deal with numerous difficulties with each other.
As the story proceeds, the plot thickens with unanticipated turns
and surprising revelations. We witness the personalities endure
broken  heart,  betrayal,  and  loss.  Yet,  they  stand  firm  and
continue  to  defend  what  they  believe  in.
The orgasm of guide Burial Rites Hannah Kent is extreme and
emotionally billed. The lead character encounters their largest
obstacle yet and has to make a life-altering choice. The resolution
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is  pleasing,  offering  closure  for  all  of  the  personalities  and  their
storylines.

Evaluation of Burial Rites
Hannah Kent Plot
The story of guide is well-crafted, with twists and turns that keep
the viewers engaged. The tale is hectic and never ever boring,
keeping the visitor on the side of their seat.
The romance includes one more layer to the story,  giving an
enchanting  and  psychological  element  to  the  story.  The
challenges the personalities deal with make the romance much
more satisfying when they conquer them with each other.
The climax of Burial Rites Hannah Kent is the highlight of the
story, leaving a solid impression on the viewers. The resolution
locks  up  all  loosened  ends  and  leaves  the  reader  sensation
satisfied with the end result.

In general, the story of Burial Rites Hannah Kent is
interesting and well-written.
The twists and turns maintain the viewers interested
throughout.
The love story adds a psychological facet to Burial Rites
Hannah Kent plot.
The climax of Burial Rites Hannah Kent is intense and
provides closure for every one of the personalities.

Remain tuned for our following section where we will certainly

assess the crucial characters in Burial Rites Hannah Kent book.

PERSONALITY EVALUATION IN BURIAL RITES HANNAH
KENT

As we proceed our book testimonial, allow's take a more detailed
check out the characters that comprise the heart of this story.
Each personality is unique and contributes to the overall story,
making for an interesting read.

Protagonist
The lead character of Burial Rites Hannah Kent is a
complicated character, grappling with a challenging past
and facing challenges in the here and now. Their journey
throughout the tale is among self-discovery and
development.
As the book progresses, we see the protagonist develop
and confront their internal satanic forces, causing an
enjoyable character arc.

Antagonist
The villain of Burial Rites Hannah Kent is similarly
compelling, with their very own inspirations and backstory
that drive their activities.
While their actions might be suspicious, the villain is not a
one-dimensional bad guy and has their very own struggles
they are handling.
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Sustaining Personalities in
Burial Rites Hannah Kent

The sustaining characters in Burial Rites Hannah Kent book
likewise play an important function in the tale, with each
one including deepness and intricacy to the story.
From the protagonist's devoted buddy to the mysterious
complete stranger the antagonist befriends, the sustaining
cast aids to bring the globe of the tale to life.

On the whole, the personality advancement in this book is one of
its toughness. Each character is well-crafted and includes in the
total story, producing a truly satisfying read.

FINAL VERDICT

After checking out and assessing Burial Rites Hannah Kent from
cover to cover, we have concerned our last judgment.

The Pros
One of the major highlights of this book Burial Rites Hannah Kent
is its one-of-a-kind storytelling style which maintains the visitors
involved throughout the book. Moreover, the strong personalities
make guide more relatable and enjoyable to read. Additionally,
the plot twists maintain the visitor on their toes, making guide
uncertain and exciting.

The Cons
Nevertheless, there were some facets that we located doing not
have.  The  pacing  of  Burial  Rites  Hannah  Kent  was  sluggish
sometimes,  that  made it  feel  dragged out.  Additionally,  there
were some loosened ends that were not bound by the end of the
book, which left us with unanswered concerns.

Last Ideas
Overall, our team believe that Burial Rites Hannah Kent deserves
a  read,  regardless  of  some  small  problems.  The  special
storytelling design, relatable characters, and plot spins make it a
beneficial  addition  to  your  bookshelf.  So,  if  you're  seeking  an
exciting  read,  Burial  Rites  Hannah  Kent  is  most  definitely  worth
considering.

Burial Rites

A Novel Little, Brown
Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid
life the story of Agnes, who, charged with the brutal murder of
her former master, is sent to an isolated farm to await execution.
Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid
life the story of Agnes, who, charged with the brutal murder of
her former master, is sent to an isolated farm to await execution.
Horrified  at  the  prospect  of  housing  a  convicted  murderer,  the
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family  at  first  avoids  Agnes.  Only  Tv=ti,  a  priest  Agnes  has
mysteriously  chosen  to  be  her  spiritual  guardian,  seeks  to
understand her. But as Agnes's death looms, the farmer's wife
and their daughters learn there is another side to the sensational
story they've heard. Riveting and rich with lyricism, Burial Rites
evokes a dramatic existence in a distant time and place, and asks
the question, how can one woman hope to endure when her life
depends upon the stories told by others?

Burial Rites Pan Macmillan
*Devotion,  the  new  novel  from  Hannah  Kent,  is  out  now!*
'Outstanding' – Madeline Miller - The Women's Prize for Fiction
Shortlist  -  The  Guardian  First  Book  Award  Shortlist  -  The
International IMPAC Dublin Literary Awards Shortlist Iceland, 1829
– Agnes Magnúsdóttir is condemned to death for her part in the
brutal  murder  of  her  lover.  Agnes  is  sent  to  wait  out  her  final
months  on  the  farm  of  district  officer  Jón  Jónsson,  his  wife  and
their  two  daughters.  Horrified  to  have  a  convicted  murderer  in
their midst, the family avoid contact with Agnes. Only Tóti, the
young assistant priest appointed Agnes’s spiritual  guardian, is
compelled to try to understand her. As the year progresses and
the hardships of rural life force the household to work side by
side, Agnes’s story begins to emerge and with it  the family’s
terrible realization that all is not as they had assumed. Based on
actual events, Burial Rites is an astonishing and moving novel
about the truths we claim to know and the ways in which we
interpret what we’re told. In beautiful, cut-glass prose, Hannah
Kent portrays Iceland’s formidable landscape, in which every day
is a battle for survival, and asks, how can one woman hope to

endure when her life depends upon the stories told by others?
Inspired by a true story, Burial Rites is perfect for fans of Alias
Grace by Margaret Atwood and The Lifeboat by Charlotte Rogan.
'Sublime'  –  Sunday  Telegraph  'One  of  the  most  gripping,
intriguing and unique books I’ve read this year' – Kate Mosse

Burial Rites Picador Australia
The multi-award winning debut bestseller from the author of The
Good People, with new novel Devotion coming soon. In northern
Iceland, 1829, Agnes Magnusdottir is condemned to death for her
part in the brutal murder of two men. Agnes is sent to wait on the
farm  of  District  Officer  Jon  Jonsson  and  his  family,  who  are
horrified  and  avoid  Agnes.  Only  Toti,  the  young  assistant
reverend appointed as Agnes's spiritual guardian, is compelled to
try to understand her. As the summer months fall away to winter,
Agnes's story begins to emerge. And as the days to her execution
draw closer, the question burns: did she or didn't she? Based on a
true story, Burial Rites is a deeply moving novel about freedom
and the ways we will risk everything for love. In beautiful, cut-
glass  prose,  Hannah  Kent  portrays  Iceland's  formidable
landscape, and asks: how can one woman endure when her life
depends upon the stories  told  by others? WINNER FOR INDIE
AWARDS  2014  WINNER  FOR  VICTORIAN  PREMIER'S  LITERARY
AWARD  PEOPLE'S  CHOICE  AWARD  2014  WINNER  FOR  FAW
CHRISTINA  STEAD  AWARD  2014  WINNER  ABA  NIELSEN
BOOKDATA BOOKSELLERS' CHOICE AWARD 2014 WINNER FOR
ABIA LITERARY FICTION BOOK OF THE YEAR 2014 WINNER FOR
SMH BEST  YOUNG AUSTRALIAN NOVELIST  2014  WINNER FOR
ABIA/BOOKTOPIA PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARD 2014 WINNER FOR
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DAVITT  AWARDS  DEBUT  FICTION  2014  WINNER  FOR  DAVITT
AWARDS  READER'S  CHOICE  2014  SHORTLISTED  FOR  THE
GUARDIAN  FIRST  BOOK  AWARD 2013  SHORTLISTED  FOR  NIB
WAVERLEY  AWARD FOR LITERATURE  2013  SHORTLISTED FOR
THE STELLA PRIZE 2014 SHORTLISTED FOR BAILEYS WOMEN'S
PRIZE  FOR  FICTION  2014  SHORTLISTED  FOR  VICTORIAN
PREMIER'S LITERARY AWARD FOR FICTION 2014 SHORTLISTED
FOR ALS GOLD MEDAL 2014 SHORTLISTED FOR VOSS LITERARY
AWARD 2014 SHORTLISTED FOR NATIONAL BOOK AWARDS 2014
Praise for Burial Rites 'Burial Rites is an accomplished gem, its
prose as crisp and sparkling as its northern setting' - Geraldine
Brooks  'Burial  Rites  is  beautiful  and  compelling  .  .  .  it's  the
announcement of a writer to watch.' - Guardian 'A gripping tale.' -
New York Times 'Kent is to be commended for being drawn to a
story and a character rather than any narrow cultural agenda.
Burial  Rites  is  far  removed  from us  in  time  and  place  and,
ironically, this fact makes it an intimate experience.' - Sydney
Morning Herald 'The most talked about Australian debut novel in
years.'  -  Australian 'An outstandingly good debut .  .  .  I  found
myself spellbound . . . Kent has done a great deal of research and
transformed its results into a work of art.' - Literary Review 'A
taut, atmospheric tale, compellingly told' - Irish Independent 'A
story of swirling sagas, poetry...Holds an exhilaration that borders
on the sublime.' - Sunday Telegraph 'Kent is an Australian, but
her beautiful first novel has the extraordinary setting of Iceland in
the 1820s . . . a wonderfully strange and haunting story.' - The
Times 'One of the best "Scandinavian" crime novels I have read .
. . Hannah Kent's prose is extraordinarily terse and precise as she
tells  the  story  from  several  different  viewpoints  .  .  .  and  the

cruelty of human beings is described with vivid intensity. Yet the
beauty and fascination of this way of life is movingly portrayed,
as is the spirit of its highly literate people. Kent's immersion in
Icelandic lore seems total, though she came from the other side
of the world. Great stories are universal.' - Independent 'Burial
Rites is a debut of rare sophistication and beauty' - Observer 'A
remarkable achievement . . . Burial Rites will stand comparison
with  Margaret  Atwood's  Alias  Grace  and  Peter  Carey's  True
History of the Kelly Gang.' - Sunday Times 'So gripping I wanted
to rush through the pages, but so beautifully written I wanted to
linger  over  every  sentence.  Hannah  Kent's  debut  novel  is
outstanding.' - Madeline Miller

Burial Rites Back Bay Books
A brilliant literary debut, inspired by a true story: the final days of
a  young  woman  accused  of  murder  in  Iceland  in  1829.  Set
against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid life
the story of Agnes, who, charged with the brutal murder of her
former master, is sent to an isolated farm to await execution.
Horrified  at  the  prospect  of  housing  a  convicted  murderer,  the
family  at  first  avoids  Agnes.  Only  Tóti,  a  priest  Agnes  has
mysteriously  chosen  to  be  her  spiritual  guardian,  seeks  to
understand her. But as Agnes's death looms, the farmer's wife
and their daughters learn there is another side to the sensational
story they've heard. Riveting and rich with lyricism, BURIAL RITES
evokes a dramatic existence in a distant time and place, and asks
the question: How can one woman hope to endure when her life
depends upon the stories told by others?
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The Good People Little, Brown
From the author of Burial Rites, "a literary novel with the pace
and tension of a thriller that takes us on a frightening journey
towards  an  unspeakable  tragedy."-Paula  Hawkins,  bestselling
author of The Girl on the Train and Into the Water Based on true
events in nineteenth century Ireland, Hannah Kent's startling new
novel tells the story of three women, drawn together to rescue a
child  from  a  superstitious  community.  Nora,  bereft  after  the
death  of  her  husband,  finds  herself  alone  and  caring  for  her
grandson Micheal, who can neither speak nor walk. A handmaid,
Mary, arrives to help Nora just as rumors begin to spread that
Micheal is a changeling child who is bringing bad luck to the
valley. Determined to banish evil, Nora and Mary enlist the help
of Nance, an elderly wanderer who understands the magic of the
old ways. Set in a lost world bound by its own laws, THE GOOD
PEOPLE  is  Hannah  Kent's  startling  new novel  about  absolute
belief and devoted love. Terrifying, thrilling and moving in equal
measure, this follow-up to Burial Rites shows an author at the
height of her powers.

Devotion Pan Macmillan
'Exquisite  .  .  .  it's  taken  root  in  my  heart'  –  Kiran  Millwood
Hargrave, author of The Mercies 'A glorious love story' – Sarah
Winman, author of Still Life 1836, Prussia. Hanne is nearly fifteen
and the domestic world of womanhood is quickly closing in on
her. A child of nature, she yearns instead for the rush of the river,
the  wind  dancing  around  her.  Hanne  finds  little  comfort  in  the
local girls and friendship doesn't come easily, until  she meets
Thea and she finds in her a kindred spirit and finally, acceptance.

Hanne's family are Old Lutherans, and in her small village hushed
worship is done secretly - this is a community under threat. But
when they are granted safe passage to Australia, the community
rejoices: at last a place they can pray without fear, a permanent
home.  Freedom.  It's  a  promise  of  freedom  that  will  have
devastating consequences for Hanne and Thea, but, on that long
and brutal journey, their bond proves too strong for even nature
to break . . . From the bestselling author of Burial Rites and The
Good  People,  Devotion  is  a  stunning  story  of  girlhood  and
friendship, faith and suspicion, and the impossible lengths we go
to for the ones we love. 'So beautiful and so raw . . . Impossibly
good' – Evie Wyld, author of The Bass Rock

The Lifeboat

A Novel Reagan Arthur Books
The sinking of an ocean liner leaves a newly married woman
battling for survival in this powerful debut novel. Grace Winter,
22, is both a newlywed and a widow. She is also on trial for her
life. In the summer of 1914, the elegant ocean liner carrying her
and  her  husband Henry  across  the  Atlantic  suffers  a  mysterious
explosion. Setting aside his own safety, Henry secures Grace a
place in a lifeboat, which the survivors quickly realize is over
capacity. For any to live, some must die. As the castaways battle
the elements, and each other, Grace recollects the unorthodox
way she and Henry met, and the new life of privilege she thought
she'd found. Will she pay any price to keep it? The Lifeboat is a
page-turning novel of hard choices and survival, narrated by a
woman  as  unforgettable  and  complex  as  the  events  she
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describes.

Frog Music

A Novel Little, Brown
From the author of the worldwide bestseller Room: "Her greatest
achievement yet...Emma Donoghue shows more than range with
Frog Music -- she shows genius."- Darin Strauss, author of Half a
Life.  Summer  of  1876:  San  Francisco  is  in  the  fierce  grip  of  a
record-breaking heat wave and a smallpox epidemic. Through the
window of a railroad saloon, a young woman named Jenny Bonnet
is shot dead. The survivor, her friend Blanche Beunon, is a French
burlesque  dancer.  Over  the  next  three  days,  she  will  risk
everything to bring Jenny's murderer to justice -- if he doesn't
track  her  down  first.  The  story  Blanche  struggles  to  piece
together is one of free-love bohemians, desperate paupers, and
arrogant millionaires; of jealous men, icy women, and damaged
children. It's the secret life of Jenny herself, a notorious character
who breaks the law every morning by getting dressed: a charmer
as slippery as the frogs she hunts. In thrilling, cinematic style,
Frog Music digs up a long-forgotten, never-solved crime. Full of
songs that migrated across the world, Emma Donoghue's lyrical
tale of love and bloodshed among lowlifes captures the pulse of a
boomtown like no other.

Burial Rites

Hannah Kent

Speculative Biography

Experiments, Opportunities and Provocations Routledge
While speculation has always been crucial to biography, it has
often  been  neglected,  denied  or  misunderstood.  This  edited
collection brings together a group of international biographers to
discuss  how,  and  why,  each  uses  speculation  in  their  work;
whether this is to conceptualise a project in its early stages, work
with scanty or deliberately deceptive sources, or address issues
associated with shy or  stubborn subjects.  After  defining the role
of speculation in biography, the volume offers a series of work-in-
progress case studies that discuss the challenges biographers
encounter  and  address  in  their  work.  In  addition  to  defining  the
‘speculative  spectrum’  within  the  biographical  endeavour,  the
collection  offers  a  lexicon  of  new  terms  to  describe  different
types of biographical speculation, and more deeply engage with
the dynamic interplay between research, subjectivity and that
which Natalie Zemon Davis dubbed ‘informed imagination’. By
mapping  the  field  of  speculative  biography,  the  collection
demonstrates that speculation is not only innate to biographical
practice  but  also  key  to  rendering  the  complex  mystery  of
biographical  subjects,  be  they  human,  animal  or  even
metaphysical.

The Hungry Ghosts HarperCollins Canada
Alice  Safford,  troubled  daughter  of  a  leading  figure  in  Hong
Kong’s colonial  government,  explores the site of  an old army
hospital. The “hungry ghost” of a young Chinese girl, murdered
during the Island’s Japanese occupation 25 years earlier, awaits
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her in the morgue’s shadows. The perfect host for the parasite,
Alice returns with the ghost to the family’s luxury home on The
Peak.  Here,  the  lethal  mix  of  the  two,  entangled  in  the  Safford
family’s web of dark secrets and desperate lies, unleashes chaos.
As  successive  tragedies  engulf  Alice,  her  ghostly  entourage
swells  alarmingly.  She flees to England,  then France,  in  a bid to
escape  the  past,  only  to  find  her  unwanted  spirits  have
accompanied her. It seems the peace she longs for will prove far
more  elusive  than  she  could  ever  have  imagined.  With  its
dazzling  array  of  characters,  human  and  spectral,  and  the
numerous twists and turns in their fortunes, The Hungry Ghosts is
a rich feast for the imagination, marking the debut of a storyteller
of the very highest rank.

Meditations in Green Little, Brown
One of  the greatest  Vietnam War novels  ever  written,  by an
award-winning  writer  who  experienced  it  firsthand.  Deployed  to
Vietnam with the U.S. Army's 1069 Intelligence Group, Spec. 4
James Griffin starts out clear-eyed and hardworking, believing he
can glide through the war unharmed. But the kaleidoscope of
horrors he experiences gets inside him relentlessly. He gradually
collapses and ends up unstrung, in step with the exploding hell
around him and waiting for the cataclysm that will  bring him
home,  dead  or  not.  Griffin  survives,  but  back  in  the  U.S.  his
battles intensify. Beset by addiction, he takes up meditating on
household plants and attempts to adjust to civilian life and beat
back the insanity that threatens to overwhelm him. Meditations in
Green is a haunting exploration of the harrowing costs of war and
yet-unhealed  wounds,  "the  impact  of  an  experience  so

devastating that words can hardly contain it" (Walter Kendrick,
the New York Times Book Review). Through passages gorgeous,
agonizing, and surreal, Stephen Wright paints a searing portrait
of a nation driven to the brink by violence and deceit.

The Vicar of Bullhampton

Protected Sourcebooks, Inc.
An inspiring and achingly honest story of a girl with the courage
to  endure,  hope,  and even heal  in  the  face  of  unimaginable
tragedy, perfect for fans of Sarah Dessen's Just Listen. I  have
three months left to call Katie my older sister. Then the gap will
close and I will pass her. I will get older. But Katie will always be
fifteen,  eleven  months  and  twenty-one  days  old.  Hannah  has
survived  high  school  by  putting  up  walls.  At  first,  they  were
meant to protect her from the relentless bullying that no one
would defend her from, not even her popular older sister, Katie.
Then Katie died,  and,  in a cruel  twist  of  fate,  Hannah's daily
torment abruptly stopped. Now the walls try to shut it all out-the
grief, the loneliness, and the harsh truth that Katie's death has
somehow improved Hannah's life. Then something happens that
Hannah couldn't have predicted-friendship comes knocking in the
form of new student Josh Chamberlain. Hannah has never been
so desperate for connection. But if this isn't for real, if it's just
another  joke,  Hannah's  not  sure  she  can  take  it.  Praise  for
Protected:  "Zorn  shows  the  devastating  effects  of  bullying  while
affectingly  tracing  Hannah's  spiritual  journey,  coming  to  terms
with truths she doesn't want to face and learning how to trust. "
—Publishers Weekly, Starred Review "Though the book tackles
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important issues,  it  reaches far  beyond these flash points into a
fully developed exploration of the aftermath of tragedy through
strong characterization and genuine emotional  appeal."-Kirkus,
Starred Review

True Believers

A Novel Random House Incorporated
Withdrawing  herself  from  consideration  for  Supreme  Court
Judgeship,  distinguished  judge  Karen  Hollander  reflects  on  the
reasons for her decision while remembering her coming of age in
1960s America, during which she experienced a formative event
that reverberates in the cultural landscape of her present-day
life. By the best-selling author of Heyday. 40,000 first printing.

Spirit House Atlantic Books
David is 13 and confused. His mum has left with her lover and
dumped David on his grandparents. David's grandfather, Jimmy,
is 70. He spends his days at the social club grumbling with his
three best friends, all of them Jewish-Australian survivors of the
enforced  labor  camps  of  the  WWII  Thai-Burma  Railroad.  But
behind their playful backbiting and irresistible wit, Jimmy and his
friends are haunted by the ghosts of long-dead comrades, and
the  only  person  Jimmy  can  confide  in  is  a  13-year-old  from  a
different  world.  .  .

The Regrets Little, Brown
Reality  and  dream  collide  in  Amy  Bonnaffons's  dazzling,  darkly
playful debut novel about a love affair between the living and the

dead.  For weeks,  Rachel  has been noticing the same golden-
haired  young  man  sitting  at  her  Brooklyn  bus  stop,  staring  off
with  a  melancholy  air.  When,  one  day,  she  finally  musters  the
courage to  introduce  herself,  the  chemistry  between them is
undeniable: Thomas is wise, witty, handsome, mysterious, clearly
a kindred spirit. There's just one tiny problem: He's dead. Stuck in
a surreal limbo governed by bureaucracy, Thomas is unable to
"cross over" to the afterlife until he completes a 90-day stint on
earth, during which time he is forbidden to get involved with a
member of the living -- lest he incur "regrets." When Thomas and
Rachel  break  this  rule,  they  unleash  a  cascade  of  bizarre,
troubling  consequences.  Set  in  the  hallucinatory  borderland
between life and death, The Regrets is a gloriously strange and
breathtakingly sexy exploration of love, the cataclysmic power of
fantasies,  and the  painful,  exhilarating  work  of  waking  up  to
reality,  told  with  uncommon grace and humor by a  visionary
artist at the height of her imaginative power.

Benediction Vintage
From  the  beloved  and  best-selling  author  of  Plainsong  and
Eventide comes a story of life and death, and the ties that bind,
once again set out on the High Plains in Holt, Colorado. When Dad
Lewis is diagnosed with terminal cancer, he and his wife, Mary,
must  work  together  to  make  his  final  days  as  comfortable  as
possible. Their daughter, Lorraine, hastens back from Denver to
help look after him; her devotion softens the bitter absence of
their estranged son, Frank, but this cannot be willed away and
remains a palpable presence for all three of them. Next door, a
young  girl  named  Alice  moves  in  with  her  grandmother  and
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contends with the painful memories that Dad's condition stirs up
of her own mother's death. Meanwhile, the town’s newly arrived
preacher attempts to mend his strained relationships with his
wife  and  teenaged  son,  a  task  that  proves  all  the  more
challenging when he faces the disdain of his congregation after
offering more than they are accustomed to getting on a Sunday
morning. And throughout, an elderly widow and her middle-aged
daughter do everything they can to ease the pain of their friends
and neighbors. Despite the travails that each of these families
faces, together they form bonds strong enough to carry them
through  the  most  difficult  of  times.  Bracing,  sad  and  deeply
illuminating,  Benediction  captures  the  fullness  of  life  by
representing every stage of it, including its extinction, as well as
the hopes and dreams that sustain us along the way. Here Kent
Haruf gives us his most indelible portrait yet of this small town
and reveals, with grace and insight, the compassion, the suffering
and, above all, the humanity of its inhabitants.

The Spinning Heart

A Novel Steerforth
An  “affecting”  portrait  of  a  working-class  community  in
contemporary  rural  Ireland  that  is  “reminiscent  of  William
Faulker’s As I Lay Dying” (The New York Times Book Review) In
the  aftermath  of  Ireland's  financial  collapse,  dangerous  tensions
surface in an Irish town. As violence flares, the characters face a
battle  between  public  persona  and  inner  desires.  Through  a
chorus of unique voices, each struggling to tell their own kind of
truth, a single authentic tale unfolds. The Spinning Heart speaks

for contemporary Ireland like no other novel. Wry, vulnerable, all-
too human, it captures the language and spirit of rural Ireland
and with uncanny perception articulates the words and thoughts
of  a  generation.  Technically  daring  and  evocative  of  Patrick
McCabe and J.M. Synge, this novel of small-town life is witty, dark
and  sweetly  poignant.  Donal  Ryan's  brilliantly  realized  debut
announces a stunning new voice in fiction.

Vishnu's Crowded Temple

India Since the Great Rebellion Yale University Press
As it enters its sixtieth year of independence, India stands on the
threshold  of  superpower  status.  Yet  India  is  strikingly  different
from all other global colossi. While it is the world's most populous
democracy  and  enjoys  the  benefits  of  its  internationally
competitive  high-tech  and  software  industries,  India  also
contends with extremes of poverty, inequality, and political and
religious  violence.  This  accessible  and  vividly  written  book
presents  a  new  interpretation  of  India's  history,  focusing
particular  attention  on  the  impact  of  British  imperialism  on
Independent India. Maria Misra begins with the rebellion against
the  British  in  1857  and  tracks  the  country's  advance  to  the
present day. India's extremes persist, the author argues, because
its politics rest upon a peculiar foundation in which traditional
ideas  of  hierarchy,  difference,  and  privilege  coexist  to  a
remarkable  degree  with  modern  notions  of  equality  and
democracy. The challenge of India's leaders today, as in the last
sixty years, is to weave together the disparate threads of the
nation's ancient culture, colonial legacy, and modern experience.
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The Lady of Zamalek Hoopoe Edition
A  thrilling  rags-to-riches  tale  that  spans  twentieth-century
Egyptian history and deftly combines real life and fiction It was in
the spring of 1927 that Cairo's attention was captured by the
shocking murder of prominent businessman Solomon Cicurel in
his  Nile-side  villa  in  the  upscale  Zamalek  district.  It  was  a
burglary that went wrong and four culprits were soon arrested.
Their  trial  was  concluded  swiftly,  their  punishments  were
decisive,  and  society  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief.  In  Ashraf  El-
Ashmawi's telling, however, there was a fifth accomplice, Abbas,
who escaped back to his home in the countryside to lay low until
the murder trial blew over. He had not left empty-handed and
had  kept  some documents  from Cicurel's  villa,  ones  that  he
realized would lead him to a hidden safe. Abbas hatched a plan to
return to the capital, find the safe, and make his fortune. The first
step was to place his sister Zeinab with Cicurel's widow, Paula. A
web of twists and intrigues run through the life of Abbas, in what
unfolds as a tale of modern Egypt--taking in the Second World
War, the 1952 revolution and the rise of Gamal Abdel-Nasser, the
1967 war, the Sadat and Mubarak eras--from the 1920s through
to 1990.

The Midnight Hour Mariner Books
The Brighton police force is on the hunt for another killer, but this
time they have some competition--a newly formed all-women's
private  eye  firm,  led  by  none  other  than  the  police  chief's  wife.
Newly minted PI Emma Holmes and her partner Sam Collins are
just settling into their business when they're chosen for a high-
profile  case:  retired  music-hall  star  Verity  Malone  hires  them  to

find out who poisoned her husband, a theater impresario.  Verity
herself  has  been  accused  of  the  crime.  The  only  hitch--the
Brighton police are already on the case, putting Emma in direct
competition  with  her  husband,  police  superintendent  Edgar
Stephens. Soon Emma realizes that Verity's life intersects closely
with  her  own--most  notably  in  their  mutual  connection,  Max
Mephisto, who has returned to England from America with his
children and famous wife, Hollywood star Lydia Lamont. Lydia,
desperately  bored  in  the  countryside,  catches  wind  of  what
Emma  and  Sam  are  up  to  and  offers  her  services.  What  secret
does Lydia know about Verity's past? The team of female PIs
circle closer to the killer, with the Brighton police hot on their tail.
The clues suggest they're looking for a criminal targeting the old
music-hall crew. How long will it be before that trail leads straight
back to Max?

Kisscut

(Grant County series 2) Random House
‘One  of  the  boldest  thriller  writers  working  today’  TESS
GERRITSEN  ‘Her  characters,  plot,  and  pacing  are  unrivalled’
MICHAEL CONNELLY The second book in Karin Slaughter's  #1
b e s t s e l l i n g  G R A N T  C O U N T Y  s e r i e s .
_________________________________________ When a teenage quarrel
in the small town of Heartsdale explodes into a deadly shoot-out,
Sara  Linton  -  paediatrician  and  medical  examiner  -  finds  herself
entangled in  a  horrific  tragedy.  And what  seems at  first  to  be  a
terrible  but  individual  catastrophe  proves  to  have  wider
implications  when  the  autopsy  reveals  evidence  of  long-term
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abuse and ritualistic self-mutilation. Sara and police chief Jeffrey
Tolliver  start  to  investigate,  but  the  children  surrounding  the
victim close ranks. The families turn their backs. Then a young
girl is abducted, and it becomes clear that the first death is linked
to  an  even  more  brutal  crime.  And  unless  Sara  and  Jeffrey  can
uncover the deadly secrets the children hide, it's going to happen
again...  _________________________________________  Crime  and
thriller  masters  know  there’s  nothing  better  than  a  little
Slaughter:  ‘I’d  follow  her  anywhere’  GILLIAN  FLYNN  ‘Passion,
intensity,  and humanity’  LEE CHILD ‘A writer  of  extraordinary
talents’ KATHY REICHS ‘Fiction doesn't get any better than this’
JEFFERY DEAVER ‘A great writer at the peak of her powers’ PETER
JAMES ‘Raw, powerful and utterly gripping’ KATHRYN STOCKETT
‘With heart and skill Karin Slaughter keeps you hooked from the
first page until the last’ CAMILLA LACKBERG ‘Amongst the world‘s
greatest and finest crime writers’ YRSA SIGURÐARDÓTTIR

Skylarking Black Inc.
Kate and Harriet are best friends, growing up together on an
isolated  Australian  cape  in  the  1880s.  As  daughters  of  the
lighthouse  keepers,  the  two  girls  share  everything,  until  a
fisherman, McPhail, arrives in their small community. When Kate
witnesses the desire that flares between him and Harriet,  she is
torn by her feelings of envy and longing. But one moment in
McPhail’s  hut  will  change  the  course  of  their  lives  forever.
Inspired by a true story, Skylarking is a stunning debut novel
about friendship, love and loss, one that questions what it is to
remember and how tempting it can be to forget. Longlisted for
the 2017 Indie Book Awards and the 2017 Voss Literary Prize

‘[Mildenhall’s] research of life on a remote cape in a young colony
manifests in lovingly drawn descriptions of the natural landscape
...  the novel's strength lies with following Kate's and Harriet's
stumbles and skylarking from childhood to womanhood; and their
close, sometimes stifling, friendship.’ —Thuy On, Sydney Morning
Herald ‘It's no surprise to learn that debut author Kate Mildenhall
counts Geraldine Brooks and Hannah Kent among her favourite
writers. Inspired by a true story, Skylarking recreates a particular
time and place as evocatively as they do...this is a beautifully
written  book,  with  lyrical  descriptions  of  the  desolate  yet
beautiful  landscape.’  —AFR  Magazine  ‘It’s  testament  to  Kate
Mildenhall’s skill that you become so immersed in the lives of
best friends Kate and Harriet you feel the dread, but hope it will
not be so ... fans of Emily Bitto’s The Strays and Favel Parrett’s
Past  the  Shallows  will  find  much  to  admire  here.’  —Herald  Sun
‘Mildenhall  is  at  her  best  when she is  exploring the complex
relationship  between  these  two  young  women  as  their
burgeoning sexuality begins to cause problems within their tiny
community.’  —Books+Publishing  ‘Kate  Mildenhall’s  impressive
debut novel takes an historical case and re-imagines it with such
sensitivity  and insight  that  we feel  this  must  be how it  truly
happened.’ —Emily Bitto ‘It is hard to believe that Skylarking is
Kate  Mildenhall’s  debut  novel,  as  her  ability  to  create  both
character  and  atmosphere  is  impressive.’  —Annie  Condon,
Readings  Monthly  ‘The  storm-lashed  coastline  of  the  Great
Southern Land is the setting for this poetic, slow-moving tale of
the  friendship  ...  an  evocative  yarn.’  —Australian  Women's
Weekly  ‘Skylarking  is  a  strikingly  real  and  deeply  moving
meditation  on  adolescent  friendship  in  all  its  complexities—a
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heart-wrenching work.’  —Olga Lorenzo ‘A brave, beautiful  and
richly textured book that delicately explores the fault lines in love
and  friendship.’  —Lucy  Treloar  ‘Author  Kate  Mildenhall
evocatively brings to the mind’s eye the lives of two young girls
in  Victorian-era  Australia.’  —Better  Reading  ‘Sensory  and
visceral’  —Joy  Lawn,  The  Australian

Kiss Me First Anchor
This chilling and intense novel tells the story of a solitary young
woman drawn into an online world run by a charismatic web guru
who entices her into impersonating a glamorous but desperate
woman. Now a series on Netflix. A sheltered young woman raised
by a single mother, Leila often struggled to connect with the girls
at school. On an internet community for philosophical and ethical
debate, she finally comes into her own, and is flattered when the
website’s brilliant, charismatic founder invites her to be part of
Project Tess. Communicating only through online channels, Leila
immerses herself in Tess’s world. She must learn every detail
about this other woman’s life: her mother’s birthday, her favorite
songs,  her  best  friends,  her  first  kiss.  Because  soon,  Leila  will
have  to  become  her.  And  Tess  will  disappear.  FINALIST  The
Guardian  First  Book  Prize  British  National  Book  Award--New
Writers Award

A Thousand Pardons

A Novel Random House
NAMED ONE  OF  THE  BEST  BOOKS  OF  THE  YEAR  BY  KIRKUS
REVIEWS For readers of  Jonathan Franzen and Richard Russo,

Jonathan  Dee’s  novels  are  masterful  works  of  literary  fiction.  In
this sharply observed tale of self-invention and public scandal,
Dee raises a trenchant question: what do we really want when we
ask for forgiveness? Once a privileged and loving couple,  the
Armsteads have now reached a breaking point. Ben, a partner in
a  prestigious  law  firm,  has  become  unpredictable  at  work  and
withdrawn at home—a change that weighs heavily on his wife,
Helen, and their preteen daughter, Sara. Then, in one afternoon,
Ben’s recklessness takes an alarming turn, and everything the
Armsteads  have  built  together  unravels,  swiftly  and
spectacularly.  Thrust  back  into  the  working  world,  Helen  finds  a
job in public relations and relocates with Sara from their home in
upstate New York to an apartment in Manhattan. There, Helen
discovers she has a rare gift, indispensable in the world of image
control: She can convince arrogant men to admit their mistakes,
spinning  crises  into  second chances.  Yet  redemption  is  more
easily granted in her professional life than in her personal one. As
she is confronted with the biggest case of her career, the fallout
from  her  marriage,  and  Sara’s  increasingly  distant  behavior,
Helen must face the limits of accountability and her own capacity
for forgiveness. Look for special features inside. Join the Random
House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more. Praise for A
Thousand Pardons “A Thousand Pardons is  that  rare  thing:  a
genuine  literary  thriller.  Eerily  suspenseful  and  packed  with
dramatic event, it also offers a trenchant, hilarious portrait of our
collective  longing  for  authenticity  in  these  overmediated
times.”—Jennifer  Egan, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of  A Visit
from the Goon Squad “Hugely enjoyable . . . Dee is a snappy,
cinematic writer. . . . A Thousand Pardons moves fast. It’s a mere
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200  or  so  pages,  and  it  packs  a  lot  of  turns  of  fate  within
there.”—The Boston Globe “Dee’s gifts are often dazzling and his
material  meticulously  shaped.  .  .  .  [He]  articulates  complex
emotional dynamics with precision and insight.”—The New York
Times Book Review “Some stories begin with a bang. And some
begin with a roaring fireball of truth. Jonathan Dee’s latest novel
belongs  in  the  latter  camp.”—O:  The  Oprah  Magazine  “Dee
bounds gracefully  among Helen’s,  Ben’s,  and Sara’s  points of
view as  they  try  to  reassemble  their  lives.  Their  stories  feel
honest, and the prose is beautiful.”—Entertainment Weekly “A
page  turner  .  .  .  What  a  triumph.”—Kirkus  Reviews  (starred
review)  “Graceful  prose  and  such  a  sharp  understanding  of
human  weakness  that  you’ll  wince  as  you  laugh.”—People
“Propulsively readable.”—The Millions “Dee continues to establish
himself as an ironic observer of contemporary behavior. . . . The
plot is energetic. . . . But most compelling is the acuteness of the
details.”—The Atlantic

Burial Rites by Hannah Kent

Notes

Gather the Daughters

A Novel Little, Brown
Never Let Me Go meets The Giver in this haunting debut about a
cult on an isolated island, where nothing is as it seems. Years
ago, just before the country was incinerated to wasteland, ten
men  and  their  families  colonized  an  island  off  the  coast.  They

built a radical society of ancestor worship, controlled breeding,
and  the  strict  rationing  of  knowledge  and  history.  Only  the
Wanderers -- chosen male descendants of the original ten -- are
allowed to cross to  the wastelands,  where they scavenge for
detritus among the still-smoldering fires. The daughters of these
men are wives-in-training.  At  the first  sign of  puberty,  they face
their Summer of Fruition, a ritualistic season that drags them
from adolescence to matrimony. They have children, who have
children, and when they are no longer useful, they take their final
draught and die. But in the summer, the younger children reign
supreme. With the adults indoors and the pubescent in Fruition,
the children live wildly -- they fight over food and shelter, free of
their fathers' hands and their mothers' despair. And it is at the
end of one summer that little Caitlin Jacob sees something so
horrifying, so contradictory to the laws of the island, that she
must share it with the others. Born leader Janey Solomon steps
up to seek the truth. At seventeen years old, Janey is so unwilling
to become a woman,  she is  slowly starving herself  to  death.
Trying urgently now to unravel the mysteries of the island and
what lies beyond, before her own demise, she attempts to lead
an uprising of the girls that may be their undoing. Gather the
Daughters  is  a  smoldering  debut;  dark  and  energetic,
compulsively readable,  Melamed's novel  announces her as an
unforgettable new voice in fiction.

Undermajordomo Minor House of Anansi
On the The Scotiabank Giller Prize 2015 Longlist A love story, an
adventure  story,  a  fable  without  a  moral,  and  an  ink-black
comedy of manners. Lucien (Lucy) Minor is the resident odd duck
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in  the  hamlet  of  Bury.  Friendless  and  loveless,  young  and
aimless, Lucy is a compulsive liar, a sickly weakling in a town
famous  for  begetting  brutish  giants.  Then  Lucy  accepts
employment assisting the majordomo of the remote, foreboding
Cast le  Von  Aux.  Whi le  tend ing  to  h is  new  post  as
undermajordomo, he soon discovers the place harbours many
dark secrets, not least of which is the whereabouts of the castle’s
master, Baron Von Aux. In the local village, he also encounters
thieves, madmen, aristocrats, and Klara, a delicate beauty whose
love  he  must  compete  for  with  the  exceptionally  handsome
partisan soldier,  Adolphus.  Thus begins  a  tale  of  polite  theft,
bitter heartbreak, domestic mystery, and cold-blooded murder.
Undermajordomo  Minor  is  a  triumphant  ink-black  comedy  of
manners by the Governor General’s Award–winning author of The
Sisters Brothers. It is an adventure, and a mystery, and a searing
portrayal of rural Alpine bad behaviour, but above all it is a love
story. And Lucy must be careful, for love is a violent thing.

Voices

The Final Hours of Joan of Arc HMH Books For Young Readers
"David Elliott explores how Joan of Arc changed the course of
history  and  remains  a  figure  of  fascination  centuries  after  her
extraordinary life and death in a fiery, evocative novel-in-verse."--
Provided by publisher.

I Have the Right to Destroy Myself HMH
A  “mesmerizing”  novel  of  a  love  triangle  and  a  mysterious
disappearance in South Korea (Booklist). In the fast-paced, high-

urban landscape of Seoul, C and K are brothers who have fallen in
love with the same beguiling drifter, Se-yeon, who gives herself
freely to both of them. Then, just as they are trying desperately
to forge a connection in an alienated world, Se-yeon suddenly
disappears. All the while, a spectral, calculating narrator haunts
the edges of their lives, working to help the lost and hurting find
escape through suicide. When Se-yeon reemerges, it is as the
narrator’s new client. Recalling the emotional tension of Milan
Kundera and the existential anguish of Bret Easton Ellis, I Have
the Right to Destroy Myself is a dreamlike “literary exploration of
truth, death, desire and identity” (Publishers Weekly). Cinematic
in  its  urgency,  the  novel  offers  “an  atmosphere  of  menacing
ennui [set] to a soundtrack of Leonard Cohen tunes” (Newark
Star-Ledger).  “Kim’s  novel  is  art  built  upon  art.  His  style  is
reminiscent  of  Kafka’s  and also relies  on images of  paintings
(Jacques-Louis  David’s  ‘The  Death  of  Marat,’  Gustav  Klimt’s
‘Judith’)  and  film  (Jim  Jarmusch’s  ‘Stranger  Than  Paradise’).  The
philosophy—life is worthless and small—reminds us of Camus and
Sartre, risky territory for a young writer. . . . But Kim has the
advantage of the urban South Korean landscape. Fast cars, sex
with lollipops and weather fronts from Siberia lend a unique flavor
to good old-fashioned nihilism. Think of it as Korean noir.” —Los
Angeles Times “Like Georges Simenon, [Kim’s] keen engagement
with human perversity yields an abundance of thrills as well as
chills (and, for good measure, a couple of memorable laughs).
This is a real find.” —Han Ong, author of Fixer Chao

The Orchardist
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A Novel Harper Collins
At once intimate and epic, The Orchardist is historical fiction at its
best, in the grand literary tradition of William Faulkner, Marilynne
Robinson, Michael Ondaatje, Annie Proulx, and Toni Morrison. In
her stunningly original and haunting debut novel, Amanda Coplin
evokes  a  powerful  sense  of  place,  mixing  tenderness  and
violence as she spins an engrossing tale of a solitary orchardist
who  provides  shelter  to  two  runaway  teenage  girls  in  the
untamed American West, and the dramatic consequences of his
actions.

No One is Here Except All of Us Penguin
From the award-winning author of Sons and Daughters of Ease
and Plenty and the new story collection, Awayland. In 1939, the
families in a remote Jewish village in Romania feel the war close
in on them. Their tribe has moved and escaped for thousands of
years- across oceans, deserts, and mountains-but now, it seems,
there  is  nowhere  else  to  go.  Danger  is  imminent  in  every
direction, yet the territory of imagination and belief is limitless. At
the  suggestion  of  an  eleven-year-old  girl  and  a  mysterious
stranger  who  has  washed  up  on  the  riverbank,  the  villagers
decide  to  reinvent  the  world:  deny  any  relationship  with  the
known and start over from scratch. Destiny is unwritten. Time
and history are forgotten. Jobs, husbands, a child, are reassigned.
And  for  years,  there  is  boundless  hope.  But  the  real  world
continues  to  unfold  alongside  the  imagined  one,  eventually
overtaking it, and soon our narrator-the girl, grown into a young
mother-must flee her village, move from one world to the next, to
find her husband and save her children, and propel them toward

a real and hopeful future. A beguiling, imaginative, inspiring story
about the bigness of being alive as an individual, as a member of
a tribe, and as a participant in history, No One Is Here Except All
Of Us explores how we use storytelling to survive and shape our
own truths. It marks the arrival of a major new literary talent.

ATAR Notes Text Guide: Burial Rites

The Night Rainbow

A Novel Bloomsbury Publishing USA
It is summer in the south of France, and Pea and her little sister
Margot spend their days running free, inventing games in the
meadow behind their house. But Pea has worries beyond her five
and a half years. Her father has died in an accident, and her
mother has just lost a baby. Maman is English, already isolated in
this small, foreign village, and in her compounded grief, she has
retreated even further. Pea and Margot stay out of her way and
try to make things better, but they can't make Maman happy
again. When Pea befriends Claude, a man who seems to love the
meadow as she does, she wonders if he could be a new papa. But
why do the other villagers view Claude with suspicion, and what
secrets  does his  large empty house hold?  Beautifully  written,
haunting,  and full  of  surprises,  The Night  Rainbow is  a novel
about innocence and experience, grief and compassion, and the
blessings and perils of imagination.

Serena
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A Novel Harper Collins
The year is 1929, and newlyweds George and Serena Pemberton
travel from Boston to the North Carolina mountains where they
plan to create a timber empire.  Although George has already
lived in the camp long enough to father an illegitimate child,
Serena is new to the mountains—but she soon shows herself to
be  the  equal  of  any  man,  overseeing  crews,  hunting  rattle-
snakes,  even  saving  her  husband's  life  in  the  wilderness.
Together this lord and lady of the woodlands ruthlessly kill  or
vanquish all who fall out of favor. Yet when Serena learns that
she will never bear a child, she sets out to murder the son George
fathered without her. Mother and child begin a struggle for their
lives,  and  when  Serena  suspects  George  is  protecting  his
illegitimate family, the Pembertons' intense, passionate marriage
starts  to  unravel  as  the  story  moves  toward  its  shocking
reckoning. Rash's masterful balance of violence and beauty yields
a riveting novel that, at its core, tells of love both honored and
betrayed.

Just Plain Folks Hachette UK
By  returning  to  the  cotton  fields,  tobacco  barns,  and  humble
dwellings of her ancestral home in the rural South, this author
learned firsthand what is missing from the history books between
the pages on slavery and present-day African-American culture. It
is the experience of ordinary people who, on second glance, have
led truly extraordinary lives. She developed an appreciation for
their words, wit, and wisdom and has made it her life's work to
pass along their experiences. In this collection of original short
stories, she pays homage to these ordinary folks through lyrical

tributes, many of which have aired or will air on National Public
Radio. Her own program, Just Plain Folks: Wisdom from the Front
Porch, airs weekly on NPR. Like her radio segments, the stories in
Just Plain Folks are meant both to entertain and to educate. Each
story concludes with an author's note that places it in its proper
cultural context.

News of the World

A Novel HarperCollins
Soon  to  be  a  Major  Motion  Picture  National  Book  Award
Finalist—Fiction  In  the  aftermath  of  the  Civil  War,  an  aging
itinerant news reader agrees to transport a young captive of the
Kiowa back to her people in this exquisitely rendered, morally
complex,  multilayered  novel  of  historical  fiction  from the  author
of  Enemy  Women  that  explores  the  boundaries  of  family,
responsibility,  honor,  and trust.  In  the wake of  the Civil  War,
Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd travels through northern Texas, giving
live readings from newspapers to paying audiences hungry for
news of the world. An elderly widower who has lived through
three wars and fought in two of them, the captain enjoys his
rootless,  solitary  existence.  In  Wichita  Falls,  he  is  offered  a  $50
gold piece to deliver  a  young orphan to her  relatives in  San
Antonio.  Four  years  earlier,  a  band  of  Kiowa  raiders  killed
Johanna’s parents and sister; sparing the little girl, they raised
her as one of their own. Recently rescued by the U.S. army, the
ten-year-old has once again been torn away from the only home
she  knows.  Their  400-mile  journey  south  through  unsettled
territory  and  unforgiving  terrain  proves  difficult  and  at  times
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dangerous. Johanna has forgotten the English language, tries to
escape at every opportunity, throws away her shoes, and refuses
to act “civilized.” Yet as the miles pass, the two lonely survivors
tentatively begin to trust each other, forming a bond that marks
the  difference  between  life  and  death  in  this  treacherous  land.
Arriving  in  San  Antonio,  the  reunion  is  neither  happy  nor
welcome. The captain must hand Johanna over to an aunt and
uncle she does not remember—strangers who regard her as an
unwanted burden. A respectable man, Captain Kidd is faced with
a terrible choice: abandon the girl to her fate or become—in the
eyes of the law—a kidnapper himself.

Strange Objects Hachette UK
The 25th anniversary edition of this landmark novel, in which a
chilling modern mystery is entwined with one of Australia's most
brutal and intriguing historical atrocities. From one of Australia's
most awarded writers,  Gary Crew, with a foreword and cover
illustration  by  Shaun Tan.  On 4  June 1629,  the  Dutch vessel
Batavia struck uncharted rocks off the West Australian coast. By
the time help arrived, over 120 men, women and children had
met their deaths - not in the sea, but murdered by two fellow
survivors, Wouter Loos and Jan Pelgrom. Nearly 400 years later,
Steven Messenger discovers gruesome relics from that wreck.
Four  months  later  he  disappears  without  a  trace.  Where  is
Messenger? Is his disappearance linked to the relics? Someone
knows ... somewhere ... 'this stunningly original work defies easy
categorization as it spins dual story lines into one spellbinding
yarn  ...  Crew  tantalizes  to  the  very  end,  leaving  readers  to
speculate  enthusiastically  on  the  riddles  he  craftily  leaves

unsolved. His tale will electrify his audience' - Publishers Weekly
'Strange Objects will continue to tease and perplex readers of all
ages long after it  has been read' - Australian Book Review 'A
supernatural mystery of a high order' - Kirkus Reviews 'The past
is alive in us all, and will test our humanity to the full' - Marion
Halligan

Afterlands Vintage Canada
In 1872, the USS Polaris sailed for the Arctic on a mission to hoist
the U.S. flag at the North Pole. But the expedition was a failure,
and half of the party – nineteen men, women and children of
different nationalities–were cast adrift on an ice floe off the coast
of Ellesmere Island, where they endured six desperate months of
starvation, bloodshed and other horrors. Afterlands, a profoundly
moving and gripping book, takes characters drawn from history
and  transforms  their  experiences  into  an  absorbing  tale  of
unrequited love, unsettled scores and the high cost of loyalty.
The novel begins in 1876, when three of the survivors – George
Tyson,  Tukulito  and  Roland  Kruger–are  uneasily  reunited  four
years  after  they  were  rescued  from  the  ice.  They  are  still
inextricably connected by their  ordeal–and Tyson has recently
published an account of their shattering experiences which casts
Kruger as a spy and villain, and disgraces Tukulito as well. What
happened  on  the  ice,  as  Afterlands  explores,  was  far  more
complex. The heart of the book moves between Tyson’s diaries
and a riveting narrative of Arctic survival. From the moment they
are set adrift, and even before, Kruger and Tyson seem destined
to clash: Kruger is an intelligent individualist, an outsider who
refuses to be loyal to any one country; Tyson, meanwhile, is a
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flawed  but  sometimes  brilliant  leader,  a  man  who  needs  to
constantly be testing himself against the world. Brave but also
insecure, he is unable to stop the German contingent of his party
from banding together under their national flag in an armed near-
mutiny on the drifting ice. The third key character in this book,
Tukulito,  was  the  Arctic’s  first  professional  interpreter.  Known
also  as  Hannah,  she  moves  between  two  worlds:  expert  at
gutting a seal, she has also had tea with Queen Victoria. Her
different  roles  –  translator,  mother,  mender,  marksman  –  keep
the party from disaster, as suspicion and violence increase. And
the quiet, impossible passion Kruger feels for her almost redeems
their lives in a frozen hell. But Afterlands is also a novel about
what follows the life-changing event: the long shadow it casts, as

well  as the conflicting stories that compete to become historical
record.  Back  in  the  world,  the  protagonists  will  experience
various  degrees  of  tragedy.  Tukulito’s  is  perhaps  the  most
personal,  while  Tyson,  who  sought  only  to  gain  the  world’s
esteem,  is  disgraced  by  later  failure.  Kruger,  meanwhile,
attempts to disappear into Mexico, again seeking a place beyond
“the  colonels  of  the  world”  –  but  he  finds  himself,  perhaps
inevitably, drawn once more into the unending conflicts between
nations, between peoples. This novel is a triumph of storytelling
from  one  of  Canada’s  most  acclaimed  writers.  Gripping  and
beautiful,  it  is  a  scintillating  exploration  of  the  extremes  of
human  experience.  Afterlands  brilliantly  examines  both  a
devastating encounter with the natural world and the unrelenting
demands of the human heart.


