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generation” (A. O. Scott) and “the best
tennis-writer of all time” (New York
Times) Gathered for the first time in a
deluxe collector's edition, here are David
Foster Wallace's legendary writings on
tennis, five tour-de-force pieces written
with a competitor's insight and a fan's
obsessive enthusiasm. Wallace brings
his dazzling literary magic to the game
he loved as he celebrates the other-
worldly genius of Roger Federer; offers a
wickedly witty disection of Tracy Austin's
memoir; considers the artistry of Michael
Joyce, a supremely disciplined athlete on
the threshold of fame; resists the crush
of commerce at the U.S. Open; and
recalls his own career as a "near-great"
junior player. Whiting Award-winning
writer John Jeremiah Sullivan provides an
introduction.

On Tennis

Five Essays Hachette UK

From the author of Infinite Jest and
Consider the Lobster: a collection of five
brilliant essays on tennis, from the
author's own experience as a junior
player to his celebrated profile of Roger
Federer at the peak of his powers. A
"long-time rabid fan of tennis," and a
regionally ranked tennis player in his
youth, David Foster Wallace wrote about
the game like no one else. On Tennis
presents David Foster Wallace's five
essays on the sport, published between
1990 and 2006, and hailed as some of
the greatest and most innovative sports
writing of our time. This lively and
entertaining collection begins with
Wallace's own experience as a
prodigious tennis player ("Derivative
Sport in Tornado Alley"). He also
challenges the sports memoir genre
("How Tracy Austen Broke My Heart"),
takes us to the US Open ("Democracy

and Commerce at the U.S. Open"), and
profiles of two of the world's greatest
tennis players ("Tennis Player Michael
Joyce's Professional Artistry as a
Paradigm of Certain Stuff About Choice,
Freedom, Limitation, Joy, Grotesquerie,
and Human Completeness" and "Federer
Both Flesh and Not"). With infectious
enthusiasm and enormous heart,
Wallace's writing shows us the beauty,
complexity, and brilliance of the game
he loved best.

A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never
Do Again

Essays and Arguments Back Bay
Books

In this exuberantly praised book - a
collection of seven pieces on subjects
ranging from television to tennis, from
the Illinois State Fair to the films of
David Lynch, from postmodern literary
theory to the supposed fun of traveling
aboard a Caribbean luxury cruiseliner -
David Foster Wallace brings to nonfiction
the same curiosity, hilarity, and
exhilarating verbal facility that has
delighted readers of his fiction, including
the bestselling Infinite Jest.

The Little Book of String Theory
Princeton University Press

The essential beginner's guide to string
theory The Little Book of String Theory
offers a short, accessible, and
entertaining introduction to one of the
most talked-about areas of physics
today. String theory has been called the
"theory of everything." It seeks to
describe all the fundamental forces of
nature. It encompasses gravity and
guantum mechanics in one unifying
theory. But it is unproven and fraught
with controversy. After reading this
book, you'll be able to draw your own



conclusions about string theory. Steve
Gubser begins by explaining Einstein's
famous equation E = mc2, quantum
mechanics, and black holes. He then
gives readers a crash course in string
theory and the core ideas behind it. In
plain English and with a minimum of
mathematics, Gubser covers strings,
branes, string dualities, extra
dimensions, curved spacetime, quantum
fluctuations, symmetry, and
supersymmetry. He describes efforts to
link string theory to experimental
physics and uses analogies that
nonscientists can understand. How does
Chopin's Fantasie-Impromptu relate to
gquantum mechanics? What would it be
like to fall into a black hole? Why is
dancing a waltz similar to contemplating
a string duality? Find out in the pages of
this book. The Little Book of String
Theory is the essential, most up-to-date
beginner's guide to this elegant,
multidimensional field of physics.

Levels of the Game Farrar, Straus and
Giroux

This account of a tennis match played by
Arthur Ashe against Clark Graebner at
Forest Hills in 1968 begins with the ball
rising into the air for the initial serve and
ends with the final point. McPhee
provides a brilliant, stroke-by-stroke
description while examining the
backgrounds and attitudes which have
molded the players' games.

Tennis and Philosophy

What the Racket is All About
University Press of Kentucky

Tennis smashed onto the worldwide
athletic scene soon after its modern
rules and equipment were introduced in
nineteenth-century England. Exciting,
competitive, and uniquely accessible to

people of all ages and talent levels,
tennis continues to enjoy popularity,
both as a recreational activity and a
spectator sport. Life imitates sport in
Tennis and Philosophy. Editor David
Baggett approaches tennis not only as a
game but also as a surprisingly rich
resource for philosophical analysis. He
assembles a team of champion scholars,
including David Foster Wallace, Robert
R. Clewis, David Detmer, Mark Huston,
Tommy Valentini, Neil Delaney, and
Kevin Kinghorn, to consider numerous
philosophical issues within the sport.
Profiles of tennis greats such as John
McEnroe, Roger Federer, the Williams
sisters, and Arthur Ashe are paired with
pertinent topics, from the ethics of rage
to the role of rivalry. Whether
entertaining metaphysical arguments or
examining the nature of beauty, these
essays promise insightful discussion of
one of the world's most popular sports.

Signifying Rappers

Rap and Race in the Urban Present
The author of "Infinite Jest" and his co-
writer discuss rap and popular culture,
power, money, racial politics, and
language in the first book to seriously
consider rap and its position as a vital
force in American culture. "Brilliantly
written . . . (with) great wit, insight, and
in-your-face energy".--"Review of
Contemporary Fiction".

The Pale King Little, Brown

The agents at the IRS Regional
Examination Center in Peoria, lllinois,
appear ordinary enough to newly arrived
trainee David Foster Wallace. But as he
immerses himself in a routine so tedious
and repetitive that new employees
receive boredom-survival training, he
learns of the extraordinary variety of
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personalities drawn to this strange
calling. And he has arrived at a moment
when forces within the IRS are plotting
to eliminate even what little humanity
and dignity the work still has. The Pale
King remained unfinished at the time of
David Foster Wallace's death, but it is a
deeply compelling and satisfying novel,
hilarious and fearless and as original as
anything Wallace ever undertook. It
grapples directly with ultimate
questions--questions of life's meaning
and of the value of work and society--
through characters imagined with the
interior force and generosity that were
Wallace's unique gifts. Along the way it
suggests a new idea of heroism and
commands infinite respect for one of the
most daring writers of our time.

Infinite Jest Back Bay Books

A gargantuan, mind-altering comedy
about the Pursuit of Happiness in
America Set in an addicts' halfway house
and a tennis academy, and featuring the
most endearingly screwed-up family to
come along in recent fiction, Infinite Jest
explores essential questions about what
entertainment is and why it has come to
so dominate our lives; about how our
desire for entertainment affects our
need to connect with other people; and
about what the pleasures we choose say
about who we are. Equal parts
philosophical quest and screwball
comedy, Infinite Jest bends every rule of
fiction without sacrificing for a moment
its own entertainment value. It is an
exuberant, uniquely American
exploration of the passions that make us
human - and one of those rare books
that renew the idea of what a novel can
do. "The next step in fiction...Edgy,
accurate, and darkly witty...Think
Beckett, think Pynchon, think Gaddis.
Think." --Sven Birkerts, The Atlantic

Tennis and the Meaning of Life

A Literary Anthology of the Game
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

The only book of its kind, Tennis and the
Meaning of Life is a resplendent
collection of the best fiction (and poetry)
written about this extraordinary
sport/obsession. Contributors include
Ellen Gilchrist, J.P. Donleavy, Barry
Hannah, Ring Lardner, Somerset
Maugham, William Trevor, E.B. White,
Irwin Shaw, Wallace Stegner, and many
others.

The Myth of the Strong Leader

Political Leadership in the Modern
Age Basic Books

From one of the world's preeminent
political historians, a magisterial study of
political leadership around the world
from the advent of parliamentary
democracy to the age of Obama. All too
frequently, leadership is reduced to a
simple dichotomy: the strong versus the
weak. Yet, there are myriad ways to
exercise effective political leadership--as
well as different ways to fail. We blame
our leaders for economic downfalls and
praise them for vital social reforms, but
rarely do we question what makes some
leaders successful while others falter. In
this magisterial and wide-ranging survey
of political leadership over the past
hundred years, renowned Oxford politics
professor Archie Brown challenges the
widespread belief that strong leaders--
meaning those who dominate their
colleagues and the policy-making
process--are the most successful and
admirable. In reality, only a minority of
political leaders will truly make a lasting
difference. Though we tend to dismiss
more collegial styles of leadership as
weak, it is often the most cooperative



leaders who have the greatest impact.
Drawing on extensive research and
decades of political analysis and
experience, Brown illuminates the
achievements, failures and foibles of a
broad array of twentieth century
politicians. Whether speaking of
redefining leaders like Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, Lyndon Johnson, and
Margaret Thatcher, who expanded the
limits of what was politically possible
during their time in power, or the even
rarer transformational leaders who
played a decisive role in bringing about
systemic change--Charles de Gaulle,
Mikhail Gorbachev and Nelson Mandela,
among them--Brown challenges our
commonly held beliefs about political
efficacy and strength. Overturning many
of our assumptions about the twentieth
century's most important figures,
Brown's conclusions are both original
and enlightening. The Myth of the Strong
Leader compels us to reassess the
leaders who have shaped our world - and
to reconsider how we should choose and
evaluate those who will lead us into the
future.

A Handful of Summers Penguin UK

A cult classic, from an era populated by
the most colourful tennis players of all
time, A Handful of Summers is an
uninhibited account of adventures on the
tennis circuits of the world. More about
the hilarious escapades of players than
the game itself, the book begins with a
short series of vignettes from Forbes'
childhood on a Cape farm, then takes
the reader on a tennis tour - into locker
rooms and restaurants, narrow streets
and small hotels, and onwards to the
lawns of Wimbledon and the caramel
coloured clays of Roland Garros.

Brief Interviews with Hideous Men

Stories Little, Brown

In this thought-provoking and playful
short story collection, David Foster
Wallace nudges at the boundaries of
fiction with inimitable wit and seductive
intelligence. Wallace's stories present a
world where the bizarre and the banal
are interwoven and where hideous men
appear in many guises. Among the
stories are 'The Depressed Person,' a
dazzling and blackly humorous portrayal
of a woman's mental state; 'Adult World,'
which reveals a woman's agonized
consideration of her confusing sexual
relationship with her husband; and 'Brief
Interviews with Hideous Men,' a dark,
hilarious series of imagined interviews
with men on the subject of their relations
with women. Wallace delights in leftfield
observation, mining the absurd, the
surprising, and the illuminating from
every situation. This collection will
enthrall DFW fans, and provides a
perfect introduction for new readers.

Fate, Time, and Language

An Essay on Free Will Columbia
University Press

Presents David Foster Wallace critiques
philosopher Richard Taylor's work
implying that humans have no control
over the future and includes essays
linking Wallace's critique with his later
works of fiction.

Every Love Story Is a Ghost Story

A Life of David Foster Wallace

Penguin
The acclaimed New York
Times-bestselling biography and

“emotionally detailed portrait of the
artist as a young man” (Michiko
Kakutani, The New York Times) In the
first biography of the iconic David Foster
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Wallace, D.T. Max paints the portrait of a
man, self-conscious, obsessive and
struggling to find meaning. If Wallace
was right when he declared he was
“frightfully and thoroughly
conventional,” it is only because over
the course of his short life and stunning
career, he wrestled intimately and
relentlessly with the fundamental
anxiety of being human. In his
characteristic lucid and quick-witted
style, Max untangles Wallace’s anxious
sense of self, his volatile and sometimes
abusive connection with women, and
above all, his fraught relationship with
fiction as he emerges with his
masterpiece Infinite Jest. Written with
the cooperation of Wallace’s family and
friends and with access to hundreds of
unpublished letters, manuscripts and
journals, this captivating biography
unveils the life of the profoundly
complicated man who gave voice to
what we thought we could not say.

Both Flesh and Not

Essays Little, Brown

Brilliant, dazzling, never-before-collected
nonfiction writings by "one of America's
most daring and talented writers" (Los
Angeles Times Book Review): Both Flesh
and Not gathers fifteen of Wallace's
seminal essays, all published in book
form for the first time. Never has
Wallace's seemingly endless curiosity
been more evident than in this
compilation of work spanning nearly 20
years of writing. Here, Wallace turns his
critical eye with equal enthusiasm
toward Roger Federer and Jorge Luis
Borges; Terminator 2 and The Best of
the Prose Poem; the nature of being a
fiction writer and the quandary of
defining the essay; the  best
underappreciated novels and the English

language's most irksome misused words;
and much more. Both Flesh and Not
restores Wallace's essays as originally
written, and it includes a selection from
his personal vocabulary list, an assembly
of unusual words and definitions.

| Love You David Foster Wallace
CreateSpace

Bernadette and Norman Smith have just
celebrated  their fiftieth  wedding
anniversary. After all these years, they
are still romantic and in love. They have
four children who all have children of
their own. The children live in nearby Los
Angeles not far from the retirement park
where Bernadette and Norman are
living. Of all the grandchildren she has,
Bernadette has a favorite, Eddie. She
and Eddie, who is a teenager when the
book begins, have many interests in
common. They love books, history and
language. And Eddie likes to help
Bernadette do small things like show her
how to use an iPod. When setting up her
computer he scatters his back pack
belongings all over the sofa in the study.
He hurriedly grabs them up when his
dad says it is time to go. Bernadette
thinks that the study could use a little
change of décor. As she slides the sofa
away from the wall she discovers a book
wedged in between the wall and the
sofa. The book is Infinite Jest by David
Foster Wallace. On the inside cover
someone has written "Eddie's Bible".
Bernadette believes that Eddie has left
her this treasure -- a modern translation
of the Bible specifically for young people.
And she begins to read it. She doesn't
tell anyone about the book, but it starts
to influence her decisions and beliefs. As
she is beginning her senescence, her
mind is aging, too, and logic is fleeing.
She, in fact, is showing senility. How will
the book influence her decisions about



her children and grandchildren? How will
it change how she copes and how she
feels as old age begins to take its toll on
both she and Norman. When their
children have problems in their
marriages and her grandchildren
become unapproachable and her
husband's health as well as her own
begins to fail, how will "Eddie's Bible"
help her, or will it at all? There are no
quotes or references to Wallace's book in
this novel. The novel is not based on any
of his work or on any work about him.
And could there be a more odd selection
of novels to even refer to in this more
delicate story? Perhaps you will find out
why | chose that book as you read.

Although Of Course You End Up
Becoming Yourself

A Road Trip with David Foster
Wallace Crown

NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE,
STARRING JASON SEGAL AND JESSE
EISENBERG, DIRECTED BY JAMES
PONSOLDT An indelible portrait of David
Foster Wallace, by turns funny and
inspiring, based on a five-day trip with
award-winning writer David Lipsky
during Wallace's Infinite Jest tour In
David Lipsky's view, David Foster
Wallace was the best young writer in
America. Wallace’s pieces for Harper’s
magazine in the '90s were, according to
Lipsky, “like hearing for the first time the
brain voice of everybody | knew: Here
was how we all talked, experienced,
thought. It was like smelling the damp in
the air, seeing the first flash from a
storm a mile away. You knew something
gigantic was coming.” Then Rolling
Stone sent Lipsky to join Wallace on the
last leg of his book tour for Infinite Jest,
the novel that made him internationally
famous. They lose to each other at

chess. They get iced-in at an airport.
They dash to Chicago to catch a make-
up flight. They endure a terrible reader’s
escort in Minneapolis. Wallace does a
reading, a signing, an NPR appearance.
Wallace gives in and imbibes titanic
amounts of hotel television (what he
calls an “orgy of spectation”). They fly
back to Illinois, drive home, walk
Wallace’s dogs. Amid these everyday
events, Wallace tells Lipsky remarkable
things—everything he can about his life,
how he feels, what he thinks, what
terrifies and fascinates and confounds
him—in the writing voice Lipsky had
come to love. Lipsky took notes, stopped
envying him, and came to feel about
him—that grateful, awake feeling—the
same way he felt about Infinite Jest.
Then Lipsky heads to the airport, and
Wallace goes to a dance at a Baptist
church. A biography in five days,
Although Of Course You End Up
Becoming Yourself is David Foster
Wallace as few experienced this great
American writer. Told in his own words,
here is Wallace’'s own story, and his
astonishing, humane, alert way of
looking at the world; here are stories of
being a young writer—of being young
generally—trying to knit together your
ideas of who you should be and who
other people expect you to be, and of
being young in March of 1996. And of
what it was like to be with and—as he
tells it—what it was like to become David
Foster Wallace. "If you can think of times
in your life that you've treated people
with extraordinary decency and love,
and pure uninterested concern, just
because they were valuable as human
beings. The ability to do that with
ourselves. To treat ourselves the way we
would treat a really good, precious
friend. Or a tiny child of ours that we
absolutely loved more than life itself.
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And | think it's probably possible to
achieve that. I think part of the job we're
here for is to learn how to do it. | know
that sounds a little pious." —David
Foster Wallace

Blood Horses

Notes of a Sportswriter's Son Farrar,
Straus and Giroux

One evening late in his life, veteran
sportswriter Mike Sullivan was asked by
his son what he remembered best from
his three decades in the press box. The
answer came as a surprise. "l was at
Secretariat's Derby, in '73. That was . . .
just beauty, you know?" Sullivan didn't
know, not really: the track had always
been a place his father disappeared to
once a year on business, a source of
souvenir glasses and inscrutable
passions in his Kentucky relatives. But in
2000, Sullivan, an editor and essayist for
Harper's, decided to educate himself. He
spent two years following the horse-both
across the country, as he watched one
season's juvenile crop prepare for the
Triple Crown, and through time, as he
tracked the animal's constant evolution
in literature and art, from the ponies that
appeared on the walls of European caves
30,000 years ago, to the mounts that
carried the Indo-European language to
the edges of the Old World, to the finely
tuned but fragile yearlings that are
auctioned off for millions of dollars
apiece every spring and fall. The result is
a witty, encyclopedic, and in the end
profound meditation on what Edwin Muir
called our "long-lost archaic
companionship" with the horse.
Incorporating elements of memoir and
reportage, the Wunderkammer and the
picture gallery, Blood Horses lets us see-
-as we have never seen before--the
animal that, more than any other, made

us who we are.
Late to the Ball

A Journey Into Tennis and Aging
Simon and Schuster

"An award-winning author shares the
inspiring and entertaining account of his
pursuit to become a nationally
competitive tennis player--at the age of
sixty. Being a man or a woman in your
early sixties is different than it was a
generation or two ago, at least for the
more fortunate of us. We aren't old

String Theory Demystified McGraw
Hill Professional

UNRAVEL the mystery of STRING
THEORY Trying to understand string
theory but ending up with your brain in
knots? Here's your lifeline! This
straightforward guide explains the
fundamental principles behind this
cutting-edge concept. String Theory
Demystified elucidates the goal of the
theory--to combine general relativity and
quantum theory into a single, unified
framework. You'll learn about classical
strings, conformal field theory,
quantization, compactification, and T
duality. The book covers supersymmetry
and superstrings, D-branes, the
holographic principle, and cosmology.
Hundreds of examples and illustrations
make it easy to understand the material,
and end-of-chapter quizzes and a final
exam help reinforce learning. This fast
and easy guide offers: Numerous figures
to illustrate key concepts Sample
problems with worked solutions
Coverage of equations of motion, the
energy-momentum tensor, and
conserved currents A discussion of the
Randall-Sundrum model A time-saving
approach to performing better on an
exam or at work Simple enough for a



beginner, but challenging enough for an
advanced student, String Theory

Demystified is your key to
comprehending this theory of
everything.

The David Foster Wallace Reader
Little, Brown

Where do you begin with a writer as
original and brilliant as David Foster
Wallace? Here -- with a carefully
considered selection of his extraordinary
body of work, chosen by a range of great
writers, critics, and those who worked
with him most closely. This volume
presents his most dazzling, funniest, and
most heartbreaking work -- essays like
his famous cruise-ship piece, "A
Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do
Again," excerpts from his novels The
Broom of the System, Infinite Jest, and
The Pale King, and legendary stories like
"The Depressed Person." Wallace's
explorations of morality, self-
consciousness, addiction, sports, love,
and the many other subjects that
occupied him are represented here in
both fiction and nonfiction. Collected for
the first time are Wallace's first
published story, "The View from Planet
Trillaphon as Seen In Relation to the Bad
Thing" and a selection of his work as a
writing instructor, including reading lists,
grammar guides, and general guidelines
for his students. A dozen writers and
critics, including Hari Kunzru, Anne
Fadiman, and Nam Le, add afterwords to
favorite pieces, expanding our
appreciation of the unique pleasures of
Wallace's writing. The result is an
astonishing volume that shows the
breadth and range of "one of America's
most daring and talented writers" (Los
Angeles Times Book Review) whose work
was full of humor, insight, and beauty.

10

Everything and More: A Compact
History of Infinity W. W. Norton &
Company

"A gripping guide to the modern taming
of the infinite."—The New York Times.
With a new introduction by Neal
Stephenson. Is infinity a valid
mathematical property or a meaningless
abstraction? David Foster Wallace brings
his intellectual ambition and
characteristic bravura style to the story
of how mathematicians have struggled
to understand the infinite, from the
ancient Greeks to the nineteenth-
century mathematical genius Georg
Cantor's counterintuitive discovery that
there was more than one kind of infinity.
Smart, challenging, and thoroughly
rewarding, Wallace's tour de force brings
immediate and high-profile recognition
to the bizarre and fascinating world of
higher mathematics.

Up, Simba! Little, Brown

In February 2000, "Rolling Stone"
magazine sent David Foster Wallace,
"NOT A POLITICAL JOURNALIST, " on the
road for a week with Senator John
McCain's campaign to win the
Republican nomination for the
Presidency. They wanted to know why
McCain appealed so much to so many
Americans, and particularly why he
appealed to the "Young Voters" of
America who generally show nothing but
apathy. The "Director's Cut" (three times
longer than the RS article) is an incisive,
funny, thoughtful piece about life on
"Bullshit One" -- the nickname for the
press bus that followed McCain's Straight
Talk Express. This piece becomes ever
more relevant, as we discuss what we
know, don't know, and don't want to
know about the way our political
campaigns work.
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Oblivion

Stories Little, Brown

In the stories that make up Oblivion,
David Foster Wallace joins the rawest,
most naked humanity with the infinite
involutions of self-consciousness -- a
combination that is dazzlingly, uniquely
his. These are worlds undreamt of by
any other mind. Only David Foster
Wallace could convey a father's
desperate loneliness by way of his son's
daydreaming through a teacher's
homicidal breakdown (The Soul Is Not a
Smithy). Or could explore the deepest
and most hilarious aspects of creativity
by delineating the office politics
surrounding a magazine profile of an
artist who produces miniature sculptures
in an anatomically inconceivable way
(The Suffering Channel). Or capture the
ache of love's breakdown in the painfully
polite apologies of a man who believes
his wife is hallucinating the sound of his
snoring (Oblivion). Each of these stories
is a complete world, as fully imagined as
most entire novels, at once
preposterously surreal and painfully
immediate.

The Broom of the System

A Novel (Penguin Orange Collection)
Penguin

Part of the Penguin Orange Collection, a
limited-run series of twelve influential
and beloved American classics in a bold
series design offering a modern take on
the iconic Penguin paperback Winner of
the 2016 AIGA + Design Observer 50
Books | 50 Covers competition For the
seventieth anniversary of Penguin
Classics, the Penguin Orange Collection
celebrates the heritage of Penguin’s
iconic book design with twelve influential
American literary classics representing

11

the breadth and diversity of the Penguin
Classics library. These collectible
editions are dressed in the iconic orange
and white tri-band cover design, first
created in 1935, while french flaps, high-
quality paper, and striking cover
illustrations provide the cutting-edge
design treatment that is the signature of
Penguin Classics Deluxe Editions today.
The Broom of the System The “dazzling,
exhilarating” (San Francisco Chronicle)
debut novel from one of the most
groundbreaking writers of his
generation, The Broom of the System is
an outlandishly funny and fiercely
intelligent exploration of the paradoxes
of language, storytelling, and reality.

Farther Away

Essays Farrar, Straus and Giroux

Jonathan Franzen's Freedom was the
runaway most-discussed novel of 2010,
an ambitious and searching engagement
with life in America in the twenty-first
century. In The New York Times Book
Review, Sam Tanenhaus proclaimed it "a
masterpiece of American fiction" and
lauded its illumination, "through the
steady radiance of its author's profound
moral intelligence, [of] the world we
thought we knew." In Farther Away,
which gathers together essays and
speeches written mostly in the past five
years, Franzen returns with renewed
vigor to the themes, both human and
literary, that have long preoccupied him.
Whether recounting his violent
encounter with bird poachers in Cyprus,
examining his mixed feelings about the
suicide of his friend and rival David
Foster Wallace, or offering a moving and
witty take on the ways that technology
has changed how people express their
love, these pieces deliver on Franzen's
implicit promise to conceal nothing. On a



trip to China to see first-hand the
environmental devastation there, he
doesn't omit mention of his excitement
and awe at the pace of China's economic
development; the trip becomes a
journey out of his own prejudice and
moral condemnation. Taken together,
these essays trace the progress of
unique and mature mind wrestling with
itself, with literature, and with some of
the most important issues of our day.
Farther Away is remarkable, provocative,
and necessary.

Federer and Me

A Story of Obsession Simon and
Schuster

"First published in Great Britain in 2015
by Yellow Jersey Press"--Title page verso.

Consider the Lobster

And Other Essays Little Brown

This brilliant and hilarious new collection
of essays is offered by the award-
winning author of the bestselling "Infinite
Jest."

Girl With Curious Hair Little, Brown

Remarkable, hilarious, and unsettling re-
imaginations of reality by "a dynamic
writer of extraordinary talent" (New York
Times Book Review). David Foster
Wallace was one of America's most
prodigiously talented and original young
writers, and Girl with Curious Hair
displays the full range of his gifts. From
the eerily "real," almost holographic
evocations of historical figures such as
Lyndon Johnson and overtelevised game-
show hosts and late-night comedians to
the title story, in which terminal punk
nihilism meets Young Republicanism,
Wallace renders the incredible
comprehensible, the bizarre normal, the
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absurd hilarious, the familiar strange.
Racquet

The Book Watkins Media Limited

The best writing on tennis from the best
tennis writers in the business. Racquet
was founded in 2016 to be the voice of a
new tennis boom. When the popularity of
tennis peaked in the late '70s and early
'80s, the sport was populated by
buccaneering talents with outsize
personas, such as Borg, Evert, McEnroe,
Navratilova, Gerulaitis, Austin, King, and
Connors. The game was played in every
park, and tennis clothes became
appropriate attire for cocktails as well as
for a match. With success, however,
came polish, and tennis--if not the game
itself, then how it came to be
represented in the culture--got boring.
Having a big personality was no longer a
virtue. Tennis went back to being a
bastion of the elite. Racquet is a place
for those who knew all along that the
spirit of the tennis boom was alive.
Tennis has always been present in the
arts, in the popular culture, in the
skateboarding, hip-hop, and fashion
worlds. That side of tennis was--and is--
obscured by the tightly controlled
messaging of the athletes, the corporate
glean of the major tournaments, and the
all-white attire of the country-club scene.
Racquet was launched to represent the
latent, diverse, and large constituency of
tennis that has not been embraced by
the sport writ large. Featuring the work
of some of today's finest writers, the
quarterly independent magazine
highlights the art, culture, and style that
are adjacent to the sport--and just
enough of the pro game to keep the
diehards satisfied. This collection
features some of the best writing from
the first four years of Racquet and
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tackles such immediate topics as: How
should tennis smell? What's the deal
with Andre Agassi's private jet? What
can a professional tennis player learn
from Philip Roth? Why is tennis
important in Lolita? How was Arthur
Ashe like Muhammad Ali? And, crucially,
what lessons have we learned from the
implosion of that first tennis boom?

Quack this Way

David Foster Wallace & Bryan A.
Garner Talk Language and Writing :
February 3, 2006, Hilton Checkers
Hotel, Los Angeles, California
Penrose Pub

Two friends, both of them vocational
snoots, sat down to film an interview in
February 2006. Their subjects: language
and writing. The interviewee drove more
than an hour, from Claremont to
downtown Los Angeles. The interviewer
flew from Dallas. They spoke on film for
67 minutes and then walked uphill to a
nearby seafood restaurant, where they
continued the running conversation they
had started five years earlier. They liked
each other, and they seemed to
understand each other. The rest is
history. This is the last long interview
with David Foster Wallace.

Beyond Center Court

My Story William Morrow & Company
The youngest U.S. Open singles
champion in history tells about surviving
the challenges that exist off the tennis
court and shares how she was able to
put her losses behind her and find new
meaning and new rewards. 50,000 first
printing. $50,000 ad/promo. Tour.

Ontological Tennis. A Close Reading
of David Foster Wallace's Tennis
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Essays GRIN Verlag

Bachelor Thesis from the year 2017 in
the subject English Language and
Literature Studies Comparative
Literature, grade: 1,0, , language:
English, abstract: This paper focuses on
David Foster Wallace collected essays
about tennis which is called String
Theory. The five essays approach and
use the sport for different goals. In his
typical manner, tennis becomes a
starting point for quite different topics,
be it Wallace's own life, his thoughts on
a literary genre (in this case "top
athletes' autobiographies"), masculine
physicality, transcendence, or the
industry behind sports events. While
stylistically Wallace follows the method
of "thick description," injecting elements
of metafiction and humor, he ultimately
takes tennis as a starting point for
ontological questions in his search for
some form of deeper insight or even
truth that can be found on the sidelines
of his respective topic. His approach to
writing essays and the function and
possibilities of that literary form displays
apparent similarities with the work of the
protagonists of the so-called New
Journalism. After a brief introduction to
New Journalism as a mode of writing and
some of its elements and key terms, the
author will focus on Wallace's five tennis
essays individually. In addition to
connecting his M.O. to the tradition of
New Journalism on the formal and
content level, the author will provide a
reading of each of Wallace's tennis
essays with recourses to different
theoretical approaches. In other words
this paper will probe each essay for the
question: about what is he really writing,
how Wallace is doing it and why he
chooses tennis of all things that
functions as his way in. In addition to his
work as a writer of fiction (his



bibliography includes three novels and
three short story collections) David
Foster Wallace has written a large
number of essays, most of them for
magazines and newspapers. His topics
range from literature and film to
mathematics, from music and
subcultures to travel and the tourism
industry, from politics to food, and have
been issued in numerous collections
before and after his self-inflicted death
in 2008.

This Is Water

Some Thoughts, Delivered on a
Significant Occasion, about Living a
Compassionate Life

Only once did David Foster Wallace give
a public talk on his views on life, during
a commencement address given in 2005
at Kenyon College. The speech is
reprinted for the first time in book form
in THIS IS WATER. How does one keep
from going through their comfortable,
prosperous adult life unconsciously' How
do we get ourselves out of the
foreground of our thoughts and achieve
compassion' The speech captures
Wallace's electric intellect as well as his
grace in attention to others. After his
death, it became a treasured piece of
writing reprinted in The Wall Street
Journal and the London Times,
commented on endlessly in blogs, and
emailed from friend to friend. Writing
with his one-of-a-kind blend of causal
humor, exacting intellect, and practical
philosophy, David Foster Wallace probes
the challenges of daily living and offers
advice that renews us with every
reading.
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A New York Times Notable Book for 2011
One of Entertainment Weekly's Top 10
Nonfiction Books of the Year 2011 A
Time Magazine Top 10 Nonfiction book
of 2011 A Boston Globe Best Nonfiction
Book of 2011 One of Library Journal's
Best Books of 2011 A sharp-eyed,
uniquely humane tour of America's
cultural landscape—from high to low to
lower than low—by the award-winning
young star of the literary nonfiction
world. In Pulphead, John Jeremiah
Sullivan takes us on an exhilarating tour
of our popular, unpopular, and at times
completely forgotten culture.
Simultaneously channeling the gonzo
energy of Hunter S. Thompson and the
wit and insight of Joan Didion, Sullivan
shows us—with a laidback, erudite
Southern charm that's all his own—how
we really (no, really) live now. In his
native Kentucky, Sullivan introduces us
to Constantine Rafinesque, a nineteenth-
century polymath genius who concocted
a dense, fantastical prehistory of the
New World. Back in modern times,
Sullivan takes us to the Ozarks for a
Christian rock festival; to Florida to meet
the alumni and straggling refugees of
MTV's Real World, who've generated
their own self-perpetuating economy of
minor celebrity; and all across the South
on the trail of the blues. He takes us to
Indiana to investigate the formative
years of Michael Jackson and Axl Rose
and then to the Gulf Coast in the wake of
Katrina—and back again as its residents
confront the BP oil spill. Gradually, a
unifying narrative emerges, a story
about this country that we've never
heard told this way. It's like a fun-house
hall-of-mirrors tour: Sullivan shows us
who we are in ways we've never

Pulphead imagined to be true. Of course we don't

know whether to laugh or cry when
Essays FSG Originals faced with this reflection—it's our
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inevitable sob-guffaws that attest to the
power of Sullivan's work.

A People's History of Tennis Pluto
Press (UK)
Tennis is much more than Wimbledon!
This story reveals the hidden history of
the sport.

The Metamorphosis of Prime
Intellect Lulu.com

In a time not far from our own, Lawrence
sets out simply to build an artifical
intelligence that can pass as human, and
finds himself instead with one that can
pass as a god. Taking the Three Laws of
Robotics literally, Prime Intellect makes
every human immortal and provides
instantly for every stated human desire.
Caroline finds no meaning in this life of
purposeless ease, and forgets her
emptiness only in moments of violent
and profane exhibitionism. At turns
shocking and humorous, "Prime
Intellect" looks unflinchingly at extremes
of human behavior that might emerge
when all limits are removed. An
international Internet phenomenon,
"Prime Intellect" has been downloaded
more than 10,000 times since its free
release in January 2003. It has been read
and discussed in Australia, Canada,
Denmark, Germany, Japan, Mexico, the
Netherlands, Slovenia, South Africa, and
other countries. This Lulu edition is your
chance to own "Prime Intellect" in
conventional book form.

The Circuit

A Tennis Odyssey Farrar, Straus and
Giroux

Winner of the 2019 PEN/ESPN Award for
Literary Sports Writing “The Circuit is the
best sports book I've read in years,
maybe ever.” —Rich Cohen, author of
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The Chicago Cubs and Monsters “As
sports writing goes, The Circuit is
unusual in the very best way. Rowan
Ricardo Phillips writes with such fluidity,
and packs the book with bursts of
brilliance. This is a compulsively
readable guide to one truly Homeric year
of professional tennis.” —John Green,
author of The Fault in Our Stars An
energetic, lyrical, genre-defying account
of the 2017 tennis season. In The Circuit:
A Tennis Odyssey, the award-winning
poet—and Paris Review sports
columnist—Rowan Ricardo Phillips
chronicles 2017 as seen through the
unique prism of its pivotal, revelatory,
and historic tennis season. The annual
tennis schedule is a rarity in professional
sports in that it encapsulates the
calendar year. And like the year, it's
divided into four seasons, each marked
by a final tournament: the Grand Slams.
Phillips charts the year from winter’s
Australian Open, where Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal renewed their rivalry in
a match for the ages, to fall's U.S. Open.
Along the way, Phillips paints a new,
vibrant portrait of tennis, one that
captures not only the emotions, nerves,
and ruthless tactics of the point-by-point
game but also the quicksilver movement
of victory and defeat on the tour, placing
that sense of upheaval within a broader
cultural and social context. Tennis has
long been thought of as an escapist
spectacle: a bucolic, separate bauble of
life. The Circuit will convince you that
you don’t leave the world behind as you
watch tennis—you bring it with you.

Winning Ugly

Mental Warfare in Tennis--Lessons
from a Master Simon and Schuster

The tennis classic from Olympic gold
medalist and ESPN analyst Brad Gilbert,



now featuring a new introduction with
tips drawn from the strategies of Roger
Federer, Novak Djokovic, Serena
Williams, Andy Murray, and more, to
help you outthink and outplay your
toughest opponents A former Olympic
medalist and now one of ESPN’s most
respected analysts, Brad Gilbert shares
his timeless tricks and tips, including
“some real gems” (Tennis magazine) to
help both recreational and professional
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players improve their game. In the new
introduction to this third edition, Gilbert
uses his inside access to analyze current
stars such as Serena Williams and Rafael
Nadal, showing readers how to beat
better players without playing better
tennis. Written with clarity and wit, this
classic combat manual for the tennis
court has become the bible of tennis
instruction books for countless players
worldwide.
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