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At  our  bookstore,  we
believe  that  How  To
Be  Both  Ali  Smith
have  the  power  to
move us to brand-new
globes  and  ignite  our
passions.  That's  why
we  offer  a  variety  of
books  that  deal  with
a l l  pass ions  and
analysis  degrees.
Whether  you're  an
experienced viewers or
simply  beginning  your
literary  journey,  we
have  something  for
everyone.

Our collection consists
of  both  physical  and
How To Be Both Ali
Smith  electronic
publications,  as  well
as audiobooks, so you
can choose the layout
that  best  fits  your
choices.  We  likewise
supply  individualized
p u b l i c a t i o n
suggestions  based
upon  your  rate  of
interests  and  past
reading  experiences.
J o i n  o u r  a r e a  o f
publication  lovers
and  l ink  with  l ike-
minded individuals who
share your interest for
literary works. We take
pride  in  showcasing
brand-new  talent  and
arising voices  in  the
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literary  world,  so  you
can  find  appealing
w r i t e r s  t h a t  a r e
pushing  boundaries
and  redefining  genres.
Shop with us today and
uncover  the  delight
and understanding that
How To Be Both Ali
Smith  publications
bring.

Secret
Takeawa
ys of How
To Be
Both Ali
Smith

Our shop offers a
wide range of
How To Be Both
Ali Smith in
numerous styles,
including

physical and
electronic
books and
audiobooks.
We supply
individualized
publication
suggestions
based upon your
passions and
past analysis
experiences.
Join our area of
How To Be
Both Ali Smith
publication
lovers to link
with similar
individuals and
increase your
literary horizons.
We display
brand-new skill
and arising
voices in the
literary world, so
you can discover
promising writers
that are pushing
limits and
redefining
genres.
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Check out our
collection and
discover the joy
and knowledge
that How To Be
Both Ali Smith
books bring.

DISCOVER OUR
WIDE ARRAY OF
HOW TO BE BOTH
ALI SMITH!

A t  o u r  s h o p ,  w e
satisfaction  ourselves
a v a i l a b l e  a
considerable  series  of
books  in  numerous
styles.  Our  company
believe  that  everyone
must have accessibility
to  l i te ra ture  that
speaks with them and
enhances  their  lives.
That's  why we aim to
have  something  for
every  person  in  our
collection.
Whether you're a fan of
fiction,  non-fiction,
love,  enigma,  or  any
other  genre,  we  have

something  to  satisfy
y o u r  r e a d i n g
yearnings.  Our  racks
are equipped with both
classic  and  modern
t i t l e s ,  a n d  o u r
knowledgeable  staff  is
constantly available to
aid  guide  you  in  the
best instructions.
Our team believe that
reading is a journey of
exploration,  and  we
want  to  ass ist  you
embark on that journey
in  the  best  possible
method. That's why we
offer  a  variety  of  How
To Be Both Ali Smith to
select from, so you can
discover  the  perfect
match for your rate of
interests and checking
out preferences.

Explore
our wide
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array of
this How
To Be
Both Ali
Smith
publicatio

ns!
Discover a large
range of
categories
Find the ideal
book for your
interests
Study
captivating
narration of
How To Be
Both Ali Smith
Discover new
authors and
emerging
voices

Discover
publications for
any ages and
reading levels

So  whether  you're
seeking  a  thri l l ing
p a g e - t u r n e r  o r  a
provocative  literary
masterpiece,  we  have
s o m e t h i n g  f o r
everybody .  Come
explore  our  w ide
variety  of  publications
and  allow  us  aid  you
find  your  following
wonderful  read!

STUDY EXCITING
STORYTELLING

At our shop, our team
believe that How To Be
Both  Al i  Smith  are
more than just  ink on
paper - they're a portal
to  new  wor lds  and
experiences.  That's
why we very carefully
curate  our  option  to
include  books  with
c a p t i v a t i n g
narration  that  will
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carry  you  to  different
places  and  times.
F r o m  s p r a w l i n g
i m p r e s s i v e s  t o
heartfelt romances, our
books are full of strong
c h a r a c t e r s  a n d
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g
m o t i f s  t h a t  w i l l
certainly  maintain  you
engaged from start  to
finish.  Whether  you're
seeking a retreat from
t ru th  o r  a  deeper
understanding  of  the
globe around you, our
How  To  Be  Both  Al i
Smith  publications
supply  something  for
everybody.
O u r  a u t h o r s  a r e
masters  of  their  craft,
m a k i n g  u s e  o f
language and imagery
to  develop  brill iant
worlds  that  really  feel
real. With every turn of
the web page, you'll be
drawn deeper into the
story, eager to uncover
what occurs following.

Experienc
e the
power of
fascinatin
g
narration
of How To
Be Both
Ali Smith
Our  company  believe
tha t  ana lys i s  i s  a
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e
experience  that  can
change  your  life.  By
diving into a How To
Be  Both  Ali  Smith
publ icat ion  w i th
c a p t i v a t i n g
narration,  you  have
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the  power  to  find  out
new points, obtain new
viewpoints, and attach
with  personalities  and
situations that may be
different  from  your
own.
Whether  you ' re  a
seasoned  viewers  or
simply  beginning,  our
selection of books with
exciting  storytelling
makes sure to leave a
long lasting impact. We
invite you to discover
our  shop and uncover
t h e  m a g i c  o f
storytelling  on  your
own.

DISCOVER BRAND-
NEW WRITERS AND
ARISING VOICES

At  our  store,  we take
s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n
showcasing new ability
and emerging voices in
the literary  globe.  We
bel ieve  that  every
terrific  story  deserves
to  be  informed  and

tha t  the  power  o f
literary works depends
o n  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o
e n h a n c e  v a r i e d
viewpoints and voices.
By  discovering  our
selection,  you'll  have
the  possibility  to  find
and support promising
w r i t e r s  w h o  a r e
pressing  limits  and
redefining  categories.
From  provocat ive
memoirs  to  awesome
launching  books,  our
collection  extends  a
w i d e  r a n g e  o f
c a t e g o r i e s  a n d
designs,  guaranteeing
that there's something
for every person.
S o  w h y  n o t  s t e p
outdoors  your  reading
convenience zone and
discover a new author
or  emerging  voice
today?  You  never
recognize what literary
treasures  you  may
uncover!
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APPRECIATE THE
CONVENIENCE OF
PHYSICAL AND
HOW TO BE BOTH
ALI SMITH DIGITAL

BOOKS

A t  o u r  s t o r e ,  w e
recognize  that  every
visitor  has  their  own
preferences  when  it
involves  the  layout
they pick to read their
publications.  That's
why  we  offer  both
physical  and  digital
publications of  How
To Be Both Ali Smith
for your benefit.

The Ease
of
Physical
Books
For those that love the
feeling  of  a  How  To
Be  Both  Ali  Smith

book  in  their  hands
and the experience of
flipping  through  the
pages,  we  provide  a
wide range of physical
b o o k s .  F r o m
hardbounds  to  books,
our  option  consists  of
a l l  g e n r e s  a n d
analysis  degrees.
You  can  browse  our
racks  and  take  your
t ime  select ing  the
exce l lent  book  to
contr ibute  to  your
collection.

The
Convenie
nce of
Digital
Books
W e  a d d i t i o n a l l y
understand  that  some
visitors prefer the ease
of reading on a tablet
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computer  or  e-reader.
That's  why  we  offer  a
huge  se lec t ion  o f
digital  books  that  you
can buy and download
and  install  with  ease.
You  can  take  your
collection with you any
place you go and enjoy
the  advantages  of
having  your  favorite
books  wi th in  your
reaches.
Whichever  layout  you
favor,  we've  obtained
you  covered .  Our
objective is to give you
with  the  very  best
analysis  experience
whi le  addit ional ly
remembering  your
convenience.  Shop
wi th  us  today  and
uncover the delight of
reviewing How To Be
Both Ali Smith in your
favored format.

BOOST YOUR
READING WITH
AUDIOBOOKS

A t  o u r  s h o p ,  o u r
company  believe  that
analysis  must  be  a
c o n v e n i e n t  a n d
satisfying  experience
for  every  person .
That's  why  we  offer  a
v a s t  c h o i c e  o f
audiobooks  that  you
can  pay  attention  to
on-the-go  or  whi le
relaxing in  the house.
With  our  audiobook
collection,  you  can
boost  your  analysis
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d
immerse  yourself  in
exciting  narrations.
Our  audiobooks  are
thoroughly  curated  to
provide the exact same
degree  of  amusement
and  enlightenment  as
our physical and digital
publications.  Whether
you're paying attention
to  an  exhi larat ing
e n i g m a  o r  a
provocative  narrative,
our  audiobooks  will
certainly transport you
to  new  wor lds  and
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provide  you  a  fresh
viewpoint.

The
Benefits
of
Audioboo
ks
Audiobooks  supply  an
unique means to  take
pleasure in How To Be
Both  Al i  Smith  and
enhance  your  reading
experience. Right here
a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e
a d v a n t a g e s  o f
audiobooks:

Useful for people
who have
difficulty
reviewing as a
result of visual
impairment or
learning
impairments.

Great for
multitasking
while driving,
working out, or
doing household
chores.
Can boost
pronunciation,
vocabulary, and
language
comprehension
abilities.
Useful for
individuals that
fight with holding
a book or
analysis for a
prolonged time
period.

O u r  a u d i o b o o k
collection  features  a
variety  of  genres  and
writers,  so  you  can
discover  something
that lines up with your
r e a d i n g  r a t e  o f
interests.  Whether
you're  a  follower  of
romance,  sci-fi,
historical  fiction,  or
self-help  books,  we
have  alternatives  that
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s a t i s f y  e v e r y
preference.

Exactly
how to
Gain
access to
How To
Be Both
Ali Smith
Audioboo
k
Collection
You  can  access  our
audiobook  collection
through  our  internet
site  or  by  seeing  our
physical  store.  We
provide  both  physical

and digital  audiobooks
to match your choices.
If you pick to purchase
How  To  Be  Both  Al i
S m i t h  e l e c t r o n i c
audiobooks,  you  can
d o w n l o a d  t h e m
instantaneously  and
start  paying  attention
as  soon  as  possible.
Additionally,  if  you
f a v o r  p h y s i c a l
audiobooks,  you  can
order  them  on  the
internet  and  we' l l
supply  them  to  your
doorstep.
Enhance  your  reading
experience  with  our
audiobook  collection
today  and  find  the  joy
of  paying  attention  to
fascinating  narrations
that  wi l l  certa in ly
transport you to brand-
new worlds.

DISCOVER
PUBLICATIONS
FOR EVERY AGES
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AND ANALYSIS
LEVELS

A s  a  v i s i t o r ,  y o u
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t
publications  can  be
taken  pleasure  in  by
people  of  any  ages
and  analysis  degrees.
T h a t  i s  w h y  o u r
collection  includes
books  that  sat is fy
people  of  numerous
ages  and  read ing
abil it ies.
For the kids, we have a
comprehensive  variety
o f  c h i l d r e n ' s
publications, consisting
o f  p h o t o  b o o k s ,
s t o r y b o o k s ,  a n d
activity  publications.
Our  option  of  young
person  novels  makes
up  the  most  recent
patterns  and  classic
classics  that  young
adults  can  appreciate.
I f  y o u  c h o o s e
publications for mature
viewers,  we  have  a
w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f

literature  that  makes
certain  to  ignite  your
in te res t .  You  can
choose  from  modern
jobs  or  de lve  in to
classic  novels  from
prominent  authors.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned bibliophile or
just beginning on your
reading trip, we have a
b o o k  f o r  e v e r y
preference  and  ability
degree.  Our  team  of
knowledgeable  staff
can help you locate a
How  To  Be  Both  Al i
S m i t h  b o o k  t h a t
matches your interests
a n d  r e a d i n g
effectiveness.

Find the
Perfect
Publicatio
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n for Your
Checking
Out

Degree
At  our  shop,  we  take
s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n
a c c o m m o d a t i n g
viewers  of  any  ages
and  skill  degrees.  We
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t
c h o o s i n g  t h e
appropriate publication
can be a daunting job,
specifically  for
beginners. That is why
we  offer  tailored
referrals  based  upon
your  analysis  degree
and  rate  of  interests.
We desire you to feel
great  in  your  book
selections,  and  our
group  of  professionals
is  here  to  make  that
occur.  From children's
b o o k s  t o  a d u l t

literature, you can rely
o n  t h a t  w e  w i l l
certainly  help  you
locate  the  excellent
p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t
matches  your  reading
sk i l l s  and  ra te  o f
interests.

Customiz
ed
Recomm
endations
Our  staff  is  below  to
aid  you  discover  your
fo l lowing  l i terary
experience.  Get  in
touch  wi th  us  and
obtain  individualized
suggestions  based  on
your  rate  of  interests
a n d  r e v i e w i n g
preferences. We'll work
with  you  to  find  the
excellent book that fits
your  preferences  and
leaves  you  wanting
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more.
Join  our  neighborhood
of How To Be Both Ali
Smith  publ icat ion
enthusiasts  today  and
connect  with  l ike-
minded  people  who
share your enthusiasm
for  literary  works.  We
can not wait to embark
on  brand-new  literary
trips with you!

RECEIVE
INDIVIDUALIZED
BOOK REFERRALS

A t  o u r  s h o p ,  w e
comprehend  tha t
p i c k i n g  t h e  b e s t
publication  can  be
overwhelming.  That's
why  we  offer
p e r s o n a l i z e d
publication suggestions
based on your interests
and reviewing choices.
Our  knowledgeable
staff is always ready to
he lp  and  p rov ide
tailored suggestions to
aid  you  find  your

following  excellent
read.
W h e t h e r  y o u ' r e
seeking  a  specific
g e n r e ,  w r i t e r ,  o r
design,  we'll  aid  you
narrow  down  your
a l t e r n a t i v e s  a n d
discover  a  book  that
matches  your  tastes.
We put in the time to
be  familiar  with  our
consumers  and  their
r e a d i n g  h a b i t s ,
ensuring  that  each
recommendation  is
uniquely customized to
their demands.
With our individualized
b o o k
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,
you'll never ever have
to waste your time or
money on a publication
t h a t  d o e s n ' t
reverberate  with  you.
Allow  us  assist  you
discover  your  next
literary  journey  and
improve  your  analysis
experience.
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GIFT THE DELIGHT
OF READING HOW
TO BE BOTH ALI
SMITH

Publ ications  make
wonderful presents for
any kind of celebration.
A t  o u r  s h o p ,  w e
p r o v i d e  a  l a r g e
selection  of  books  for
e v e r y  a g e s  a n d
pass ions ,  mak ing
certain  that  you' l l
locate  the  ideal  book
for your enjoyed ones.
Absolutely  nothing
beats  the  feeling  of
offering  someone  the
h a p p i n e s s  o f
reading  How To  Be
B o t h  A l i  S m i t h .
W h e t h e r  i t ' s  a n
awesome  mystery,  a
h e a r t w a r m i n g
r o m a n c e ,  o r  a n
exciting  biography,
publications  have  the
power  to  transport
visitors  to  new globes
and  stimulate  their
creativities.

With  our  customized
suggestion solution, we
can help you select the
perfect  publication  for
your  recipient.  Our
well-informed  staff  will
consider their passions
a n d  r e a d i n g
preferences  to  offer
tailored tips that make
certain to joy.
Not exactly sure which
book  to  pick?  Think
a b o u t  a m o n g  o u r
present  cards,  which
enables  the  recipient
t o  e x p l o r e  o u r
collection and choose a
book that talks to them
directly.
So why not  share the
magic of checking out
with those you enjoy?
Give  the  How To Be
Both  Ali  Smith  of  a
book  and  make  their
day a little brighter!

REMAIN
UPGRADED WITH
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THE CURRENT
LAUNCHES AND

BESTSELLERS

A t  o u r  s h o p ,  w e
satisfaction  ourselves
on  maintaining  our
collection  up-to-date
with  the  How To  Be
Both Ali Smith most
current launches and
bestse l le rs .  W e
understand  exactly
how  essential  it  is  to
stay  in  the  loophole
with the literary globe
and  have  the  newest
titles at your fingertips.
Whether you're a fan of
secret novels, self-help
overviews,  or  love
stories,  we  have  the
newest launches and
bestsellers  in  every
style.  Our  team stays
on top of new releases
and  prominent  titles,
so  you  can  a lways
discover  something  to
read  that's  fresh  and
amazing.
Looking for  something

d e t a i l s ?  O u r
experienced team can
aid  you  find  hard-to-
find  titles  and
recommend  similar
writers  and  titles  you
could take pleasure in.
Whether  you're  an
experienced  visitor  or
b rand -new  to  the
literary world, we have
something  for  every
person.

What's
New
Several  of  our current
a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e
collection consist of:
These titles are rapidly
ending up being brand-
new  follower  favorites
and  make  certain  to
mesmerize  you  with
t h e i r  g r i p p i n g
storytelling and one-of-
a-kind viewpoints.
Don't  lose  out  on  the
How To Be Both Ali
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S m i t h  n e w e s t
l a u n c h e s  a n d
bestsellers - shop with
us today and discover
your  following favorite
read!

TAKE PLEASURE IN
SPECIAL
DISCOUNTS AND
PROMOTIONS

At our shop, our team
believe  that  everyone
needs  to  have  access
to  fantastic  books  at
affordable rates.  That's
why  we  provide  How
To Be Both Ali Smith
exclusive  discount
rates  and promos  to
our valued clients.
R e g i s t e r  f o r  o u r
newsletter  to  receive
updates  on  the  most
recent  promotions
and  price  cuts  offered.
You can likewise follow
us  on  social  media,
where  we  frequently
introduce special deals
and limited-time offers.

As a part of our loyalty
program,  you'll  obtain
much  more  unique
p r i c e  c u t s  a n d
benefits,  consisting  of
cost-free  delivery  and
spec ia l  g i f t s  w i th
acquisit ion.
Whether you're a new
client  or  a  devoted
shopper,  we  wish  to
see to it that you have
accessibility to the best
possible  offers  on  our
publications. Shop with
us today and make the
most  of  our  special
p r i c e  c u t s  a n d
promos!

PRACTICAL ONLINE
PURCHASING AND
QUICK SHIPMENT

Buying  your  favorite
p u b l i c a t i o n s  h a s
actually  never  ever
been less complicated!
At our store, we offer a
hassle-free  on-line
ordering  system that
permits you to surf our
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substantial  collection
from  the  convenience
of your home. Just add
your  desired  books  to
your  cart,  enter  your
delivery  details,  and
proceed  to  checkout.
It's  that  very  easy!
But the ease does not
stop  there.  We  also
offer  fast  shipment
choices that guarantee
you get your books in a
t i m e l y  f a s h i o n .
Whether  you  require
them for a publication
club  conference  or
simply can not wait to
dive into a brand-new
tale,  we've  obtained
you  covered.

Shipping
Options

Standard
distribution: Our
conventional
shipment choice
normally takes

3-7 organization
days to arrive.
Expedited
shipment:
Require your
books quicker?
Our expedited
distribution
option
assurances
delivery within
1-3 business
days.
Curbside pick-up:
If you choose to
pick up your
publications in
person, we also
provide curbside
pick-up at pick
areas.

Our  group works hard
to guarantee your How
To  Be  Both  Ali  Smith
orders  are  processed
and shipped as rapidly
as possible.  Plus,  with
our  s imple  on l ine
tracking  system,  you
can  keep  an  eye  on
y o u r  p a c k a g e ' s
progress  every  action



18

18 How To Be Both Ali Smith 2024-02-15

of the means.
Experience  the  benefit
and rate of our on-line
buying and distribution
system. Put your order
today  and  take  the
very  first  step  on  your
fo l lowing  l i terary
experience!

CLIENT COMPLETE
SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

At  our  store,  we take
terrific  pride  in
guaranteeing  that  our
c o n s u m e r s  a r e
satisfied  with  their
buying  experience.
From the moment you
begin  surfing  our  web
site to the last delivery
of  your  order,  we are
devoted  to  providing
outstanding  solution.
If you have any kind of
questions  or  worries
about  your  order ,
please do not  wait  to
connect  to  our  client
service group. We are

here to aid you and see
to  i t  t ha t  you  a re
completely  pleased
with  your  acquisition.
We  provide  an  easy
return  policy  for  any
products  that  do  not
fulfill  your
expectat ions .  We
likewise supply a safe
payment portal, so you
can  shop  with  self-
confidence,
understanding  that
y o u r  i n d i v i d u a l
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s
protected.
We  back  up  the  high
quality  of  How To  Be
Both  Ali  Smith  books
and  are  certain  that
you  will  be  pleased
with  your  purchase.  If
you  are  not  total ly
p leased  with  your
o r d e r ,  w e  w i l l  d o
everything  we  can  to
make it right.
Our  commitment  to
client  fulfillment  is
steady,  and  we  make
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every  effort  to  exceed
your  assumptions  in
every method possible.
Shop with us today and
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e
distinction!

FINAL THOUGHT

We  hope  you're  as
thrilled  regarding  the
world  of  How  To  Be
Both Ali Smith books as
we  are!  Our  shop  is
devoted  to  providing
an  ex t rao rd ina ry
reading experience for
a l l .  Wi th  our  w ide
range  of  books,  from
brand-new launches to
timeless classics, there
i s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r
e v e r y b o d y .  O u r
dedication  to  client
satisfaction  indicates
that you can shop with
confidence,  knowing
t h a t  y o u r  o r d e r
remains  in  excellent
hands.
D o  n o t  f a i l  t o
remember  to  connect
with  us  and  fe l low

publication  lovers  in
our  vivid  area.  Share
your preferred reviews,
take part in thoughtful
conversations,  and
discover  brand-new
literary  treasures.  And
if  you ever  need help
loca t ing  the  bes t
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  o u r
knowledgeable  staff  is
right  here  to  provide
p e r s o n a l i z e d
recommendations.

How to be both

A novel Anchor
MAN  BOOKER  PRIZE
FINALIST • A novel all
about  art's  versatility,
b o r r o w i n g  f r o m
pa in t ing ’s  f resco
technique to make an
original literary double-
take. "Cements Smith’s
reputation  as  one  of
the  finest  and  most
innovat ive  o f  our
contemporary  writers.
B y  s o m e  d i v i n e
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alchemy,  she  is  both
funny and moving; she
combines  intellectual
rigor  with  whimsy"
—The  Los  Angeles
Review  of  Books  How
to  be  both  is  a  fast-
moving  genre-bending
conversation  between
forms,  times,  truths
and  fictions.  There’s  a
Renaissance  artist  of
the 1460s. There’s the
child of a child of the
1960s.  Two  tales  of
love and injustice twist
into  a  singular  yarn
w h e r e  t i m e  g e t s
timeless,  structural
gets  playful,  knowing
ge ts  mys te r i ous ,
fictional  gets  real—and
all  life’s  givens  get
given a second chance.
P a s s i o n a t e ,
compassionate,  vitally
i n v e n t i v e  a n d
scrupulously playful, Ali
Smith’s novels are like
nothing  else.  A  NOTE
TO THE READER: Who
says  stor ies  reach

everybody in the same
order?  This  novel  can
be  read  in  two  ways,
and the eBook provides
you with both. You can
choose  which  way  to
read  the  nove l  by
simply clicking on one
of  two icons—CAMERA
or  EYES.  The  text  is
exactly  the  same  in
both  versions;  the
narratives are just in a
different  order.  The
ebook is produced this
way  so  that  readers
can  randomly  have
different  experiences
reading the same text.
So ,  depend ing  on
which icon you select,
the  book  wil l  read:
EYES,  CAMERA,  or
CAMERA,  EYES.  (Your
friend may be reading
i t  t h e  o t h e r  w a y
around.)  Enjoy  the
adventure.  (Having
both  versions  in  the
same  file  is
intentional.)



How To Be Both Ali Smith 21

21

H o w  t o  b e  B o t h
Penguin  UK
W I N N E R  O F  T H E
BAILEYS  WOMEN'S
PRIZE  FOR  FICTION
2015 WINNER OF THE
GOLDSMITHS  PRIZE
2014  SHORTLISTED
FOR THE MAN BOOKER
PRIZE 2014 WINNER OF
T H E  2 0 1 4  C O S T A
N O V E L  A W A R D
W I N N E R  O F  T H E
SALT IRE  SOC IETY
LITERARY  BOOK  OF
THE  YEAR  AWARD
2014 NOMINATED FOR
THE FOLIO PRIZE 2015
How to be both is the
dazzling new novel by
Ali  Smith  Passionate,
compassionate,  vitally
i n v e n t i v e  a n d
scrupulously playful, Ali
Smith's novels are like
nothing else. How to be
both  is  a  novel  a l l
about  art's  versatility.
B o r r o w i n g  f r o m
pa in t ing ' s  f resco
technique to make an
original literary double-

take, it's a fast-moving
g e n r e - b e n d i n g
conversation  between
forms,  times,  truths
and  fictions.  There's  a
renaissance  artist  of
the 1460s. There's the
child of a child of the
1960s.  Two  tales  of
love and injustice twist
into  a  singular  yarn
w h e r e  t i m e  g e t s
timeless,  structural
gets  playful,  knowing
ge ts  mys te r i ous ,
fictional gets real - and
all  l ife's  givens  get
given a second chance.
'Brims  with  palpable
joy'  Daily  Telegraph
' S h e ' s  a  g e n i u s ,
genuinely  modern  in
the  heroic,  glorious
sense' Alain de Botton
'I take my hat off to Ali
Smith. Her writing lifts
the  sou l '  Even ing
Standard Ali Smith was
born  in  Inverness  in
1962  and  l i ves  i n
Cambridge. She is the
author of Artful, There
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but for the, Free Love,
L ike,  Hotel  World,
Other  Stor ies  and
Other  Stories,  The
Whole Story and Other
Stories, The Accidental,
Girl Meets Boy and The
First Person and Other
Stories.

H o w  t o  b e  B o t h
Penguin  Canada
P a s s i o n a t e ,
compassionate,  vitally
i n v e n t i v e ,  a n d
scrupulously playful, Ali
Smith’s novels are like
nothing else. How to be
both  is  a  novel  a l l
about the versatility of
art.  Borrowing  from
pa in t ing ’s  f resco
technique to make an
original literary double-
take, it’s a fast-moving,
g e n r e - b e n d i n g
conversation  among
forms,  times,  truths,
and  fictions.  There’s  a
Renaissance  artist  of
the 1460s. There’s the
child of a child of the

1960s.  Two  tales  of
love and injustice twist
into  a  singular  yarn
w h e r e  t i m e  g e t s
timeless, structure gets
playful,  knowing  gets
mysterious,  fictional
gets real—and all life’s
“givens” get a second
chance.

Artful Penguin
“ A  s t i m u l a t i n g
combination of literary
criticism,  essay,  and
fiction”  (The  New
Y o r k e r )  f r o m  t h e
incomparable Ali Smith
Artful  is  a  celebration
of literature’s worth in
and to the world—it is
about  the  things  art
can do, the things art
is  made  of,  and  the
quicksilver nature of all
artfulness.  A  magical
hybrid  that  refuses  to
be tied down to either
fiction  or  the  essay
form, Artful is narrated
by a character who is
haunted—literally—by
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a  former  lover,  the
writer  of  a  series  of
lectures about art and
literature.  Ali  Smith’s
heady  powers  as  a
novelist and short story
writer  harmonize  with
her  keen  perceptions
as a reader and critic
to  form a  living  thing
that  reminds  us  that
life  and art  are  never
separate.

Autumn

A Novel Anchor
MAN  BOOKER  PRIZE
FINALIST  •  The  first
novel  in  Ali  Smith’s
Seasonal Quartet is an
unforgettable  story
about  aging  and  time
and  love—and  stories
themselves.  Autumn.
Season  of  mists  and
mellow  fruitfulness.
T w o  o l d
fr iends—Daniel ,  a
centenar ian ,  and
El isabeth,  born  in
1984—look to both the

future and the past as
the  United  Kingdom
stands  divided  by  a
historic,  once-in-a-
generation  summer.
Love  is  won,  love  is
lost.  Hope  is  hand-in-
h a n d  w i t h
hopelessness.  The
seasons roll  round,  as
e v e r .  A  l u m i n o u s
meditat ion  on  the
meaning  of  richness
and harvest and worth,
Autumn  is  the  first
ins ta l lment  o f  A l i
Smi th ’s  Seasona l
Quartet, and it casts an
eye over our own time:
Who are we? What are
w e  m a d e  o f ?
Shakespearean  jeu
d’espr i t ,  Keatsian
melancholy,  the  sheer
bright energy of 1960s
pop  art.  Autumn  is
wide-ranging  in  time-
scale  and  light-footed
through histories.

Spring
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A Novel Anchor
From the  Man  Booker
Prize Finalist comes the
th i rd  nove l  in  her
Seasonal  Quartet—a
N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s
Notab le  Book  and
long l i s ted  for  the
Orwell Prize for Political
F ict ion  2020  What
un i t e s  Ka the r i ne
Mansfield,  Charlie
Chaplin,  Shakespeare,
Ri lke,  Beethoven,
Brexit, the present, the
past,  the  north,  the
south,  the  east,  the
west, a man mourning
lost  times,  a  woman
trapped  in  modern
times?  Spring.  The
great connective. With
an eye to the migrancy
of story over time and
riffing  on  Pericles,  one
of Shakespeare's most
resistant and rollicking
works,  Ali  Smith  tell
the  impossible  tale  of
an impossible time. In
a  time  of  walls  and
lockdown, Smith opens

the  door.  The  t ime
w e ' r e  l i v i n g  i n  i s
changing nature. Will it
change  the  nature  of
story?  Hope  springs
eternal.

The First Person and
Other Stories Anchor
From  the  acclaimed,
award-winning  author
comes  this  stunning
collection of stories set
in a world of everyday
dislocation,  where
people  nevertheless
find  connection,
mystery,  and  love.
These  ta les  are  of
ordinary  but  poignant
beauty:  at  the  pub,
strangers  regale  each
other with memories of
Christmases  past;
lovers share tales over
dinner about how they
met ,  the i r  fo rmer
lovers, and each other;
a woman even tells  a
story  to  her  fourteen-
year-old self. As Smith
explores  the  subtle
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links between what we
know and what we feel,
s h e  c r e a t e s  a n
exuberant,  masterly
co l l ec t ion  tha t  i s
packed  full  of  ideas,
humor,  nuance,  and
compassion.  Ali  Smith
and the short story are
made for each other.

Hotel World Anchor
B O O K E R  P R I Z E
FINALIST • Forget room
s e r v i c e :  t h i s  i s  a
r i o t o u s  e l e g y ,  a
deadpan celebration of
colliding worlds, and a
spirited  defense  of
love.  Blending  incisive
wit  with  surprising
compassion,  Hotel
World is a wonderfully
invigorat ing,  l i fe-
affirming  book.  Five
people: four are living;
three  are  strangers;
two are sisters; one, a
t e e n a g e  h o t e l
chambermaid,  has
fallen to her death in a
dumbwaiter.  But  her

spirit  lingers  in  the
world,  straining  to
recall things she never
knew. And one night all
five  women  find
themselves  in  the
smooth plush environs
of  the  Global  Hotel,
where the intersection
of  their  very  different
fates  make  for  this
playful,  defiant,  and
richly  inventive  novel.

There But For The

A Novel Anchor
From  the  acclaimed,
a w a r d - w i n n i n g
author—when a dinner-
party  guest  named
Miles  locks  himself  in
an  upstairs  room and
refuses  to  come  out,
he  sets  off  a  media
frenzy. He also sets in
motion  a  mesmerizing
puzzle of a novel, one
t h a t  h a r n e s s e s
a c r o b a t i c  v e r b a l
playfulness  to  a  truly
affecting  story.  Miles
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communicates only by
cryptic  notes  slipped
under the door. We see
him through  the  eyes
of  four  people  who
bare ly  know  h im,
r a n g i n g  f r o m  a
precocious  child  to  a
con fused  e lde r l y
woman.  But  while  the
characters’  wit  and
wordplay  soar,  their
s t o r y  r e m a i n s
profoundly  grounded.
A s  i t  p r o b e s  o u r
paradoxical  need  for
both  separation  and
true connection, There
but  for  the  balances
c l e v e r n e s s  w i t h
c o m p a s s i o n ,  t h e
s u r r e a l  w i t h  t h e
deeply,  movingly  real,
in a way that only Ali
Smith can.

Public  Library  and
Other  Stories  Anchor
From  the  acclaimed,
award-winning  author:
Why are books so very
powerful? What do the

books we’ve read over
our  l ives—our  own
p e r s o n a l
libraries—make  of  us?
W h a t  d o e s  t h e
unrave l ing  o f  our
tradit ion  of  publ ic
libraries,  so  hard-won
but  now  in  jeopardy,
say  about  us?  The
stories  in  Ali  Smith’s
new  col lection  are
about what we do with
books  and  what  they
do  with  us:  how they
travel  with  us;  how
they shock us, change
us ,  cha l l enge  us ,
banish  t ime  whi le
making us older, wiser
and ageless all at once;
how they remind us to
pay  attention  to  the
world we make. Woven
between  the  stories
are conversations with
writers  and  readers
reflecting  on  the
essential  role  that
libraries have played in
their  lives.  At  a  time
when  public  libraries
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around the world face
threats  of  cuts  and
closures, this collection
stands  as  a  work  of
literary  activism—and
as  a  wonderful  read
from  one  of  our  finest
authors.

T h e  A c c i d e n t a l
Anchor
F i l l e d  w i t h  t h e
bestselling,  award-
w inn ing  au tho r ' s
trademark  wordplay
a n d  i n v e n t i v e
storytelling, here is the
dizzyingly entertaining,
wickedly  humorous
story  of  a  mysterious
stranger whose sudden
appearance  during  a
f a m i l y ’ s  s u m m e r
holiday transforms four
variously  unhappy
people.  Each  of  the
Smarts—parents  Eve
a n d  M i c h a e l ,  s o n
M a g n u s ,  a n d  t h e
youngest,  daughter
A s t r i d — e n c o u n t e r
Amber  in  his  or  her

own solipsistic way, but
somehow her presence
allows  them  to  see
their  lives  (and  their
life together) in a new
light. Smith’s narrative
f r e e d o m  a n d
exhilarating  facility
with  language  propel
t h e  n o v e l  t o  i t s
startling,  wonderfully
enigmatic  conclusion.

Go  Back  to  Where
You Came From: And
O t h e r  H e l p f u l
Recommendations
on  How  to  Become
A m e r i c a n  W .  W .
Norton  &  Company
“Go back to where you
c a m e  f r o m ,  y o u
terrorist!”  This  is  just
one of the many warm,
lovely, and helpful tips
that  Wajahat  Ali  and
o the r  ch i l d ren  o f
immigrants receive on
a daily basis. Go back
w h e r e ,  e x a c t l y ?
Fremont,  California,
where he grew up, but
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is  now  an  unaffordable
p l a c e  t o  l i v e ?  O r
Pakistan,  the  country
his parents left behind
a  half-century  ago?
Growing  up  living  the
suburban  American
dream, young Wajahat
devoured comic books
(devo id  o f  b rown
superheroes)  and
fielded well-intentioned
advice from uncles and
aunties.  (“Become  a
d o c t o r ! ” )  H e  h a d
turmeric  stains  under
his  fingernails,  was
a c c i d e n t - p r o n e ,
suffered from OCD, and
wore Husky pants, but
he was as American as
his  neighbors,  with
roots  a l l  over  the
world.  Then,  while  Ali
w a s  s t u d y i n g  a t
University of California,
B e r k e l e y ,  9 / 1 1
happened.  Muslims
replaced  communists
as  America’s  enemy
#1, and he became an
accidental  spokesman

and ambassador of all
o r d i n a r y ,
unthreatening  things
M u s l i m - y .  N o w  a
middle-aged  dad,  Ali
has become one of the
foremost  and  funniest
public  intellectuals  in
America. In Go Back to
Where You Came From,
he tackles the dangers
of Islamophobia, white
s u p r e m a c y ,  a n d
chocolate  hummus,
peppering  personal
stories  with  astute
insights  into  national
security,  immigration,
and pop culture. In this
refreshingly  bold,
h o p e f u l ,  a n d
uproarious memoir, Ali
offers  indispensable
lessons  for  cultivating
a more compassionate,
inclusive, and delicious
America.

Summer  Pengu in
Books  Limited
D i s c o v e r  t h e
unforgettable  finale  to
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Ali  Smith's  dazzling
literary tour-de-force In
the  present,  Sacha
knows  the  world's  in
trouble.  Her  brother
Robert  just  is  trouble.
The i r  mother  and
father  are  hav ing
trouble. Meanwhile the
world's  in  meltdown  -
and the real meltdown
hasn't  even  started
yet .  In  the  past ,  a
love ly  summer .  A
different  brother  and
sister  know  they're
l iving  on  borrowed
time.  This  is  a  story
about  people  on  the
b r i n k  o f  c h a n g e .
They're  family,  but
they  think  they're
strangers.  So:  where
does family begin? And
what  do  people  who
th ink  they 've  got
nothing  in  common
have  in  common?
Summer.

Winter Penguin
" W h a t  S m i t h  h a s

achieved  in  her  cycle
so far  is  exactly  what
we need artists to do in
disorienting  times:
make sense of events,
console  us,  show  us
how we got here, help
us believe that we will
find  our  way  through.
Often,  that's  what  we
lean on the classics for,
finding  answers  in
metapho r .  Bu t  i n
" W i n t e r , "  a s  i n
"Autumn," Smith gives
us a potent, necessary
source  of  sustenance
that speaks directly to
our age." - The Boston
Globe  “There  are  few
writers  on  the  world
s t a g e  w h o  a r e
producing  fiction  this
offbeat  and alluring.”  –
The  New  York  Times
The  dazzling  second
novel  in  Ali  Smith's
essential  Seasonal
Quartet- - f rom  the
Baileys  Prize-winning,
Man Booker-shortlisted
author of Autumn and
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H o w  t o  b e  b o t h
Shortl isted  for  the
2018  Orwell  Prize  for
Political Writing Winter.
Bleak.  Frosty  wind,
earth as iron, water as
stone, so the old song
goes.  And  now  Art's
m o t h e r  i s  s e e i n g
things.  Come to  think
of  i t ,  Ar t ' s  see ing
things  himself.  When
four  people,  strangers
and  family,  converge
o n  a  1 5  b e d r o o m
house  in  Cornwall  for
Christmas, will there be
e n o u g h  r o o m  f o r
everyone?  Winter.  It
makes things visible. In
Ali Smith's Winter, life-
force  matches  up  to
the  toughest  of  the
seasons. In this second
novel  in  her  Seasonal
cycle, the follow-up to
h e r  s e n s a t i o n a l
A u t u m n ,  S m i t h ' s
shapeshifting  novel
casts  a  warm,  wise,
m e r r y  a n d
uncompromising  eye

over a post-truth era in
a  s t o r y  r o o t e d  i n
history  and  memory
and  with  a  taproot
d e e p  i n  t h e
evergreens,  art  and
love.

Companion  Piece
Hamish  Hamilton
A  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
companionship in all its
t i m e l e s s  a n d
c o n t e m p o r a r y ,
l e g e n d a r y  a n d
u n p i n d o w n a b l e ,
spe l l b i nd ing  and
shapeshifting forms... It
fol lows  the  unique
achievement  of  her
Seasona l  cyc le  o f
nove l s  -  Au tumn ,
Winter,  Spring  and
Summer -  written and
published  in  as  close
as  possible  to  real
time,  between  2016
and  2020,  absorbing
and  refract ing  the
times  we  are  l iving
through-  the  'state-of-
the-nat ion  novels
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which understand that
the  nation  is  you,  is
me, is  all  of  us'  (New
Statesman).  'Ali  Smith
is lighting us a path out
of  the  nightmarish
now'  Observer

Summer

A Novel Anchor
The fourth novel in the
Seasonal  Quartet  by
Man  Booker  P r i ze
Finalist Ali Smith is “a
prose poem in praise of
memory,  forgiveness,
getting  the  joke,  and
seizing  the  moment”
(The New York Times).
In  the  present,  Sacha
knows  the  world’s  in
trouble.  Her  brother
Robert  just  is  trouble.
The i r  mother  and
father  are  hav ing
trouble. Meanwhile, the
world’s  in  meltdown-
— a n d  t h e  r e a l
meltdown hasn’t  even
started yet. In the past,
a  lovely  summer.  A

different  brother  and
sister  know  they’re
l iving  on  borrowed
time.  This  is  a  story
about  people  on  the
b r i n k  o f  c h a n g e .
They’re  family,  but
they  think  they’re
strangers.  So:  Where
does family begin? And
what  do  people  who
th ink  they ’ve  got
nothing  in  common
have  in  common?
Summer.

Girl Meets Boy

The  Myth  of  Iphis
Text Publishing
In  Girl  Meets  Boy,  Ali
Smith  reinterprets  the
Myth of  Iphis,  the girl
who became a boy, as
a  brilliant  hybrid  of
satire  and  romantic
comedy .  Th i s  i s  a
w a r m ,  f u n n y ,
s u b v e r s i v e  r o m p
through  the  murky
hinterland of corporate
perfidy,  by  an  author
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the  Scotsman  has
described  as  'one  of
o u r  g r e a t e s t
imaginative writers'.

M a d e l e i n e  I s
Sleeping

A Novel Farrar, Straus
and Giroux
A National Book Award
Finalist,  Sarah  Shun-
l i e n  B y n u m ' s
e n c h a n t i n g  a n d
inventive  first  novel  is
a  groundbreaking,
contemporary  classic
When a girl falls into a
m y s t e r i o u s ,
impenetrable  sleep,
the  borders  between
her  provincial  French
v i l l a g e  a n d  t h e
peculiar,  beguiling
realm  of  her  dreams
begin  to  disappear:  A
fat  woman  sprouts
delicate  wings  and
takes  flight;  a  failed
photographer stumbles
i n t o  t h e  r o l e  o f
p o r n o g r a p h e r ;  a

beautiful  young  wife
grows to resemble her
h u s b a n d ' s  v i o l .
M a d e l e i n e ,  t h e
dreamer,  travels  in
their  midst,  trying  to
make sense of her own
metamorphosis.  She
leaves  home,  joins  a
gypsy circus, and falls
into  an  unexpected
triangle  of  desire  and
love.  Embracing  the
e a r t h y  a n d  t h e
ethereal,  the  comical
and  the  poignant ,
Madeleine  Is  Sleeping
is  part  fairy  tale,  part
coming-of-age  story,
and  above  a l l ,  an
a d v e n t u r e  i n  t h e
d i s c o v e r y  o f  a r t ,
sexuality,  community,
and  the  self.

Seasonal  Quartet
(Autumn,  Winter,
Spring,  Summer)
Anchor
From the  Man  Booker
Prize  finalist:  Seasonal
Quartet  is  a  series  of
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f ou r  s t and -a l one
novels,  separate  but
interconnected (as the
seasons  are),  wide-
ranging  in  timescale
a n d  l i g h t - f o o t e d
through  histor ies,
which,  when  taken
together ,  g ive  us
something  more—all
four  uni ted  by  the
passing  of  time,  the
timing of narrative, and
the  endless  familiarity
yet  renewal  that  the
cycle of the seasons is.
Grounded  in  current
politics, in the work of
artists  Pauline  Boty,
Barbara  Hepworth,
Katherine  Mansfield,
and  Loretta  Mazzetti,
and  in  Shakespeare's
four  final  romances
T h e  T e m p e s t ,
Cymbeline,  Pericles,
and  A  Winter's  Tale,
the Seasonal Quartet is
" o n e  o f  m o d e r n
fiction's  most  elusive
and  most  important
undertakings"  (Charles

F inch,  The  Boston
Globe).

Love

V i n t a g e  M i n i s
Random  House
How do we love? With
romance.  With  work.
Through  heartbreak.
Throughout  a  lifetime.
As a means, but not an
end.  Love  in  al l  i ts
forms  has  been  an
ab id ing  theme  o f
Jeanette  Winterson’s
wr i t i ng .  Here  a re
selections  from  her
books  abou t  t ha t
impossible,  essential
force,  s tor ies  and
truths  that  search  for
the  mythical  creature
we call Love. Selected
f rom  the  books  o f
Jeanette  Winterson
VINTAGE MINIS: GREAT
MINDS.  BIG  IDEAS.
LITTLE BOOKS. A series
of  short  books by the
world’s greatest writers
on  the  experiences
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that  make  us  human
Also  in  the  Vintage
Minis series: Eating by
N i g e l l a  L a w s o n
Jealousy  by  Marcel
Proust Babies by Anne
Enr ight  Des i re  by
Haruki  Murakami

Stork Mountain

A Novel Farrar, Straus
and Giroux
Stork  Mountain  tells
the  story  of  a  young
Bulgarian  immigrant
who, in an attempt to
escape  his  mediocre
life in America, returns
to  the  country  of  his
birth.  Retracing  the
steps of his estranged
grandfather,  a  man
who  suddenly  and
inexplicably  cut  all
contact with the family
three  years  prior,  the
boy  finds  himself  on
the border of  Bulgaria
and  Turkey,  a  stone's
t h r o w  a w a y  f r o m
Greece, high up in the

Strandja  Mountains.  It
is  a  place  of  pagan
mysteries  and  black
storks nesting in giant
oaks;  a  place  where
e v e r y  s p r i n g ,
possessed by Christian
s a i n t s ,  m e n  a n d
women dance barefoot
across  live  coals  in
search of rebirth. Here
in  the  mountains,  the
boy  reunites  with  his
grandfather.  Here  in
the mountain,  he falls
i n  l o v e  w i t h  a n
unobtainable  Muslim
girl.  Old  ghosts  come
b a c k  t o  l i f e  a n d
forgotten  conflicts,  in
the name of faith and
doctrine,  blaze  anew.
Stork  Mountain  is  an
enormously  charming,
slyly  brilliant  debut
n o v e l  f r o m  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y
celebrated writer.  It  is
a  n o v e l  t h a t  w i l l
undoubtedly  find  a
home in many readers'
hearts.
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How to Paint a Dead
Man

A Novel Harper Collins
"Hall's writing manages
to  combine  acute
sensitivity  and  daring.
. . .  V i s c e r a l  a n d
engag ing .  . . .  The
emotional  lives  of  her
characters are skillfully
realized  in  this  bright
weave  of  disparate
voices–for whom art is
a t  o n c e  a  w a y  o f
seeing  and  a  way  of
l i fe . "  —The  T imes
(London)  The  lives  of
four  individuals—a
dying  painter,  a  blind
girl, a landscape artist,
a n d  a n  a r t
curator—intertwine
across  nearly  five
d e c a d e s  i n  t h i s
l u m i n o u s  a n d
searching  novel  of
extraordinary  power.
With  How  to  Paint  a
Dead Man, , Sarah Hall,
" o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant and exciting

of  Br i ta in 's  young
n o v e l i s t s "  ( T h e
Guardian),  delivers  "a
maddeningly  enticing
read...an amazing feat
of literary engineering"
(The  Independent  on
Sunday).

The Lagoon

H o w  A r i s t o t l e
Invented  Science
Penguin
A  bri l l iant  study  of
Aristotle  as  biologist
The  phi losophica l
classics  of  Aristotle
loom  large  over  the
history  of  Western
t h o u g h t ,  b u t  t h e
subject he most loved
was biology. He wrote
vast  volumes  about
animals.  He  described
them,  classified  them,
told us where and how
they live and how they
develop in the womb or
in the egg. He founded
a science. It can even
b e  s a i d  t h a t  h e
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founded science itself.
I n  T h e  L a g o o n ,
acclaimed  biologist
Armand  Marie  Leroi
recovers  Aristotle’s
science.  He  revisits
Aristotle’s writings and
the  places  where  he
worked. He goes to the
eastern  Aegean island
of  Lesbos  to  see  the
creatures that Aristotle
saw,  where  he  saw
them.  He  explores
A r i s t o t l e ’ s
observations,  his deep
ideas,  his  inspired
guesses—and  the
things  he  got  wildly
wrong.  He shows how
Aristotle’s  science  is
deeply intertwined with
h i s  ph i losoph ica l
system  and  reveals
that  he  was  not  only
the  first  biologist,  but
a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e
greatest. The Lagoon is
both a travelogue and
a study of  the origins
o f  sc ience .  And  i t
s h o w s  h o w  a

philosopher  who  lived
almost  two  millennia
ago still  has  so  much
to teach us today.

The Vagrants

A  Nove l  R a n d o m
House
In  luminous  prose,
award-winning  author
Y i y u n  L i  w e a v e s
together  the  lives  of
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
characters  who  are
forced  to  make  moral
choices,  and  choices
for survival, in China in
t h e  l a t e  1 9 7 0 s .
Shortl isted  for  the
2011  International
IMPAC  Dublin  Literary
Award  Morning  dawns
on the provincial city of
Muddy River.  A young
woman,  Gu  Shan,  a
b o l d  s p i r i t  a n d  a
follower  of  Chairman
Mao,  has  renounced
h e r  f a i t h  i n
Communism.  Now  a
political prisoner, she is
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to be executed for her
dissent. Her distraught
mother, determined to
follow  the  custom  of
burning her only child’s
clothing  to  ease  her
journey  into  the  next
world, is about to make
another  bold  decision.
Shan’s father, Teacher
Gu, who has already, in
his  heart  and  mind,
buried  his  rebellious
daughter,  begins  to
retreat into memories.
N e i t h e r  o f  t h e m
imagines  that  their
daughter’s  death  will
have profound and far-
reaching  effects,  in
M u d d y  R i v e r  a n d
beyond.  In  luminous
prose, Yiyun Li weaves
together  the  lives  of
t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
characters, including a
serious  seven-year-old
boy,  Tong;  a  crippled
girl  named  Nini;  the
sinister idler Bashi; and
Kai,  a  beautiful  radio

news announcer who is
married to a man from
a powerful family. Life
i n  a  w o r l d  o f
oppression and pain is
portrayed  through
stories  of  resilience,
sacrifice,  perversion,
courage,  and  belief.
We  read  of  delicate
moments  and  acts  of
violence  by  mothers,
s o n s ,  h u s b a n d s ,
neighbors ,  wives,
lovers,  and  more,  as
Gu  Shan’s  execution
s p u r s  a  b r u t a l
government  reaction.
Writing  with  profound
emotion,  and  in  the
superb  tradition  of
fiction  by  such  writers
as Orhan Pamuk and J.
M.  Coetzee,  Yiyun  Li
gives  us  a  stunning
novel that is at once a
picture  of  l i fe  in  a
special  part  of  the
world during a historic
period,  a  universal
port ra i t  o f  human
frailty  and  courage,
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and  a  mesmerizing
work of art.  Praise for
The  Vagrants  “She
bridges  our  world  to
the Chinese world with
a  m i n d  t h a t  i s
incredibly  supple  and
subtle.”—W  Magazine
“A  Balzacian  look  at
one  commun i ty ’ s
suppressed  loves  and
betrayals.”—Vogue  “A
sweeping  novel  of
struggle,  survival,  and
love  in  the  t ime  of
oppression.  .  .  .  [an]
illuminating,  morally
c o m p l e x ,  a n d
symphonic  novel.”—O
Magazine

The Heavens

A Novel Grove Press
“This electrifying novel
of  love,  creativity  and
m a d n e s s  m o v e s
between  Elizabethan
England  and  21st-
century  New  York.”
—The Guardian A New
York  Times  Notable

Book of the Year New
York,  late  summer,
2000.  A  par ty  in  a
spacious  Manhattan
apartment, hosted by a
wealthy young activist.
Dozens  of  idealistic
twenty -someth ings
have  impassioned
conversations  over
takeout dumplings and
c h a m p a g n e .  T h e
evening  shines  with
the heady optimism of
a  progressive  new
millennium.  A  young
man,  Ben,  meets  a
y o u n g  w o m a n ,
Kate—and  they  begin
to  fall  in  love.  Kate
lives with her head in
the  clouds,  so  at  first
B e n  i s n ’ t  t h a t
concerned  when  she
tells  him  about  the
recurring  dream  she’s
had since childhood. In
the  d ream,  she ’ s
transported  to  the
past, where she lives a
second  life  as  Emilia,
t h e  m i s t r e s s  o f  a



How To Be Both Ali Smith 39

39

n o b l e m a n  i n
Elizabethan  England.
But for Kate, the dream
becomes  increasingly
real, to the point where
i t  t h r e a t e n s  t o
overwhelm  her  life.
And soon she’s waking
from  it  to  find  the
w o r l d
changed—pictures  on
her  wall  she  doesn’t
r e c o g n i z e ,  n e w
b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e
neighborhood  that
h a v e  s p r u n g  u p
overnight. As Kate tries
t o  m a k e  s e n s e  o f
what’s happening, Ben
worries  the  woman
he’s fallen in love with
is  losing  her  grip  on
r e a l i t y .  B o t h
i n t o x i c a t i n g  a n d
thought-provoking, The
Heavens is a powerful
r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e
consequences  of  our
actions,  a  poignant
testament  to  how the
people  we  love  are
destined  to  change,

a n d  a  m a s t e r f u l
explorat ion  of  the
power  o f  d reams.
“Heady  and  elegant.”
—The New York Times
B o o k  R e v i e w  “ A
complex,  unmissable
work from a writer who
d e s e r v e s  w i d e
acclaim.”  —Kirkus
Rev iews  ( s ta r red
review)

S o m e t h i n g
Happened  to  Al i
Greenleaf  Penguin
Ali Greenleaf's story is
c o m p l e x  a n d
beautifully told;  full  of
fury,  heartbreak,  and
hope .  - - Ka th leen
Glasgow,  New  York
Times  bestse l l ing
author of Girl in Pieces
a n d  H o w  t o  M a k e
Friends With the Dark
A l i  Green leaf  and
Blythe  Jensen  couldn't
be more different. Ali is
sweet,  bitingly  funny,
and just a little naive.
Blythe  is  beautiful,
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terrifying,  and  the
most  popular  girl  in
school.  They've  never
even  talked  to  each
other,  until  a  party
when Ali decides she'll
finally  make  her  move
on  Sean  Nessel,  her
longtime crush and the
s o c c e r  t e a m ' s
superstar.  But  Sean
pushes Ali farther than
she wants to go. When
she  resists--he  rapes
her.  Blythe  sees  Ali
when  she  runs  from
the  party,  everyone
sees  her.  And  Blythe
knows  someth ing
happened  with  Sean;
she  knows  how  he
treats  girls.  Even  so,
she's  his  best  friend,
his  confidant.  When he
t e l l s  h e r  i t  w a s  a
misunderstanding,  she
decides  to  help  him
make  things  right.  So
Blythe  befriends  Ali,
bringing  her  into  a
c i r c le  o f  ru th less
popular  g i r ls ,  and

sharing  her  own  dark
secrets.  Despite  the
betrayal at the heart of
their relationship, they
see  each  other,  in  a
way  no  one  ever  has
before. In her searing,
empowering  debut
novel,  Hayley  Krischer
tells the story of what
happened  that  night,
and how it  shaped Ali
and  Blythe  forever.
Both girls are survivors
in their own ways, and
while  their  friendship
might  not  be  built  to
las t ,  i t ' s  one  that
empowers  each  of
them to  find  justice  on
their own terms.

The Wake

A  Novel  Graywol f
Press
"A  work  that  i s  as
d is turb ing  as  i t  i s
e m p a t h e t i c ,  a s
b e a u t i f u l  a s  i t  i s
riveting."  —Eimear
M c B r i d e ,  N e w
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Sta tesman  In  the
a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e
Norman  Invasion  of
1066,  Wi l l iam  the
C o n q u e r o r  w a s
uncompromising  and
brutal.  English  society
was  broken  apart,  its
systems  turned  on
their  head.  What  is
little  known  is  that  a
fractured  network  of
guerrilla  fighters  took
up  arms  against  the
French  occupiers.  In
T h e  W a k e ,  a
postapocalyptic  novel
set a thousand years in
t h e  p a s t ,  P a u l
Kingsnorth  brings  this
dire  scenario  back  to
us through the eyes of
the  unforgettable
Buccmaster,  a  proud
landowner  bearing
witness  to  the  end of
h i s  w o r l d .
Accompanied  by  a
band  of  like-minded
men,  Buccmaster  is
determined  to  seek
r e v e n g e  o n  t h e

invaders.  But  as  the
men travel  across the
scorched  Eng l i sh
landscape, Buccmaster
becomes  increasingly
u n h i n g e d  b y  t h e
immensity  of  his  loss,
and their path forward
becomes  increasingly
unclear.  Written  in
w h a t  t h e  a u t h o r
describes as "a shadow
tongue"—a  version  of
Old English updated so
a s  t o  b e
understandable  to  the
modern  reader—The
Wake renders the inner
life  of  an Anglo-Saxon
man with an accuracy
and immediacy rare in
historical  fiction.  To
enter  Buccmaster's
w o r l d  i s  t o  f e e l
powerfully  the  sheer
strangeness  of  the
past. A tale of lost gods
and  haunted  visions,
The  Wake  is  both  a
sensational,  gripping
story  and  a  major
literary achievement.
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The  Book  Lover
Anchor
In  a  deeply  personal
anthology  of  writings,
the  au thor  o f  The
Accidental  and  Hotel
World  shares  excerpts
from  the  works  that
h a v e  s h a p e d  a n d
influenced  her  life  and
career  as  a  writer,
including  selections
from  Plath,  Spark,
Y e a t s ,  A t w o o d ,
Lispector,  and  other
d i v e r s e  a u t h o r s .
Original.  17,500  first
printing.

Don't  Look  At  Me
Like  That  Granta
Books
In 1950s England, well-
brought-up  young
women  are  meant  to
a s p i r e  t o  t h e
respectable  life.  Some
things  are  not  to  be
spoken  of;  some  are
most  certainly  not  to
be  done.  There  are
rules,  conventions.

Meg  Ba i ley  obeys
them.  She  progresses
from  Home  Counties
school to un-Bohemian
art  college  with  few
o u t w a r d  s i g n s  o f
passion  or  frustration.
Her  personal i ty  is
submerged  in  polite
routines; even with her
best  friend,  Roxane,
what  can't  be  said
looms  far  larger  than
w h a t  c a n .  B u t
circumstances change.
Meg  gets  a  job  and
moves  to  London.
Roxane gets married to
a  man  picked  out  by
her  mother.  And  then
Meg  does  something
shocking - shocking not
only  by the standards
of her time, but by our
own.  As  sharp  and
startling now as when
it  was  written,  Don't
Look  at  Me  Like  That
matches  Diana  Athill's
m e m o i r s  A f t e r  a
Funeral and Instead of
a Letter  in  its  gift  for
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storytelling  and  its
unflinching  candour
a b o u t  l o v e  a n d
betrayal.

Tristano Verso Books
This book is unique as
no  other  novel  can
claim  to  be:  one  of
109,027,350,432,000
possible  variations  of
t h e  s a m e  w o r k  o f
fiction.  Inspired  by  the
legend  of  Tristan  and
Isolde,  Tristano  was
first  published  in  1966
in  Ital ian.  But  only
recently  has  digital
technology  made  it
possible to realise the
author’s original vision.
The  novel  comprises
ten  chapters,  and  the
fifteen  pairs  of
paragraphs in  each of
these  are  shuffled
a n e w  f o r  e a c h
published copy. No two
versions are the same.
The random variations
between  copies  enact
the variegations of the

h u m a n  h e a r t ,  a s
exemplified  by  the
lovers at the centre of
the story. The copies of
the English translation
o f  T r i s t a n o  a r e
individually  numbered,
starting  from  10,000
(running  sequentially
from  the  Italian  and
German  edit ions).
Included is a foreword
b y  U m b e r t o  E c o
e x p l a i n i n g  h o w
Balestrini’s experiment
w i th  the  phys i ca l
medium  of  the  novel
demonstrates  ‘that
o r i g i n a l i t y  a n d
creativity  are  nothing
more than the chance
h a n d l i n g  o f  a
combination’.

The  P leasure  o f
Reading

43  Writers  on  the
D i s c o v e r y  o f
Reading  and  the
Books  that  Inspired
Them  Bloomsbury
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Publishing  USA
I n  th i s  de l i gh t fu l
c o l l e c t i o n ,  f o r t y
accla imed  wri ters
explain what first made
them  interested  in
l i t e r a t u r e ,  w h a t
inspired them to read,
and what makes them
continue to do so. First
published  in  1992  in
hardback only, original
contributors  include
Margaret Atwood, J. G.
Ballard, Melvyn Bragg,
A.  S.  Byatt,  Catherine
Cookson,  Carol  Ann
Duffy, Germaine Greer,
Alan Hollinghurst, Doris
L e s s i n g ,  C a n d i a
M c W i l l i a m ,  E d n a
O'Brien,  Ruth  Rendell,
Tom  Stoppard,  Sue
T o w n s e n d ,  a n d
Jeanette  Winterson.
The  new  edition  will
include  essays  from
ten  new  writers.

Like Hachette UK
T h e r e ' s  A m y  a n d
there's Ash. There's ice

and  there's  fire.
There's  England  and
there's  Scotland.  Ali
Smith evokes the twin
spir i ts  of  t ime  and
p l a c e  i n  a n
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y
powerful  first  novel,
which  teases  out  the
connections  between
people, the attractions,
t h e  g h o s t l y
repercussions. By turns
funny,  haunting  and
d i s c o n c e r t i n g l y
moving,  LIKE  soars
across  hidden  borders
between  cultures,
countries,  families,
friends  and  lovers.
Subtle and complex, it
c o n f o u n d s
expectations  about
fiction  and  truths.
'Ingenious, shimmering
fiction,  written  with  a
poet i c  g race  that
subtly  illuminates  the
tensions between hope
and  desire,  between
past  and  present '
Scotland on Sunday
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Book Lovers Penguin
N a m e d  a  M o s t
Anticipated  Book  of
2022 by Oprah Daily ∙
Today ∙ Parade ∙ Marie
C l a i r e  ∙  B u s t l e  ∙
PopSugar  ∙  Ka t i e
Couric  Media  ∙  Book
Bub  ∙  SheReads  ∙
M e d i u m  ∙  T h e
Washington Post ∙ and
more!  An  insightful,
delightful  new  novel
from the #1 New York
Times  bestse l l ing
author  of  Beach Read
and People We Meet on
Vacation. One summer.
Two rivals. A plot twist
t h e y  d i d n ' t  s e e
c o m i n g . . .  N o r a
S t e p h e n s '  l i f e  i s
books—she’s  read
them  all—and  she  is
n o t  t h a t  t y p e  o f
heroine. Not the plucky
one,  not  the  laidback
d r e a m  g i r l ,  a n d
especia l ly  not  the
sweetheart. In fact, the
only  people  Nora  is  a
heroine  for  are  her

clients,  for  whom she
lands  enormous  deals
as  a  cutthroat  literary
agent, and her beloved
l i tt le  s ister  L ibby.
W h i c h  i s  w h y  s h e
a g r e e s  t o  g o  t o
Sunshine  Falls,  North
Carolina for the month
of  August  when  Libby
begs her for a sisters’
trip away—with visions
o f  a  s m a l l  t o w n
transformation  for
N o r a ,  w h o  s h e ’ s
convinced  needs  to
become the heroine in
her  own  story.  But
instead  of  picnics  in
meadows,  or  run-ins
w i t h  a  h a n d s o m e
country  doctor  or
b u l g i n g - f o r e a r m e d
bartender,  Nora keeps
bumping  into  Charlie
Las t ra ,  a  book i sh
brooding  editor  from
back  in  the  city.  I t
would be a meet-cute
if not for the fact that
they’ve  met  many
times  and  it’s  never
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been  cute.  I f  Nora
knows  she’s  not  an
ideal  heroine,  Charlie
knows  he’s  nobody’s
hero,  but  as  they  are
thrown together  again
and again—in a series
of  coincidences  no
editor  worth  their  salt
would  al low—what
they  discover  might
j u s t  u n r a v e l  t h e
carefully crafted stories
they’ve  written  about
themselves.  “Emily
Henry  never  fails  to
deliver … this may just
b e  h e r  b e s t
yet.”—Taylor  Jenkins
Reid

The Painters  of  the
School of Ferrara

Another  Great  Day
at  Sea

Life Aboard the USS
George  H.W.  Bush
Vintage
From a  writer  “whose
genre-jumping  refusal

to  be  pinned  down
[ m a k e s  h i m ]  a n
exemplar  of  our  era”
(NPR), a new book that
confirms  his  power  to
astound readers.  As a
child  Geoff  Dyer  spent
long hours making and
blotchi ly  paint ing
model  fighter  planes.
So  the  adu l t  Dyer
jumped at  the chance
of  a  residency aboard
an  aircraft  carrier.
Another  Great  Day  at
Sea  chronicles  Dyer’s
experiences  on  the
USS George H.W. Bush
as  he  navigates  the
routines  and protocols
of “carrier-world,” from
t h e  e l a b o r a t e
choreography  of  the
flight  deck  through
miles of walkways and
hatches  to  kitchens
serving  meals  for  a
crew  of  five  thousand
t o  t h e  d e a f e n i n g
complexity  of  catapult
and  arresting  gear.
Meeting  the  Captain,
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the F-18 pilots and the
dentists,  experiencing
everything  f rom  a
man-overboard alert to
the Steel Beach Party,
Dyer guides us through
the most AIE (acronym
intensive environment)
imaginable.  A  lanky
Englishman  (could  he
real ly  be  both  the
tallest  and  the  oldest
person on the ship?) in
a  deeply  American
world, with its constant
e x h o r t a t i o n s  t o
improve, to do better,
Dyer brilliantly records
the daily life on board
the ship, revealing it to
b e  a  p r i s m  f o r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a
s o c i e t y  w h e r e
d i s c i p l i n e  a n d
conformity,  dedication
and optimism, become
f o r m s  o f  s e l f -
expression.  In  the
process  it  becomes
clear  why  Geoff  Dyer
h a s  b e e n  w i d e l y
praised as  one of  the

most  original—and
funniest—voices  in
literature.  Another
Great Day at Sea is the
definitive  work  of  an
author  whose  books
defy  definition.

C o n t e m p o r a r y
British  Novel  Since
2 0 0 0  E d i n b u r g h
University  Press
Focuses on the novels
published  since  2000
by twenty major British
n o v e l i s t s T h e
Contemporary  British
Novel  Since  2000  is
divided  into  five  parts,
with  the  first  part
examining the work of
four  particularly  well-
known  and  h igh ly
regarded  twenty-first
century  writers:  Ian
M c E w a n ,  D a v i d
Mitchell,  Hilary  Mantel
and Zadie Smith.  It  is
with reference to each
of  these  novelists  in
turn  that  the  terms
a r e a l i s t ,
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a p o s t m o d e r n i s t ,
a h i s t o r i c a l  a n d
apostcolonialist  fiction
are introduced, while in
the  remaining  four
parts,  other  novelists
are discussed and the
meaning  of  the  terms
amplified.  From  the
start  it  is  emphasised
that  these  terms  and
others  often  mean
different  things  to
different  novelists,  and
that the complexity of
their  novels  often
obliges  us  to  discuss
t h e i r  w o r k  w i t h
reference to more than
one  of  the  terms.Also
discusses the works of:
Maggie OFarrell, Sarah
Hall,  A.L.  Kennedy,
Alan Warner, Ali Smith,
Kazuo  Ishiguro,  Kate
Atk inson,  Sa lman
Rushdie, Adam Foulds,
Sarah  Waters,  James
Robertson,  Mohsin
Hamid,  Andrea  Levy,
and  Aminatta  Forna.

To ls toy ' s  Fa l se
Disciple: The Untold
Story of Leo Tolstoy
a n d  V l a d i m i r
Chertkov  Simon  and
Schuster
The new book from the
critically  acclaimed
author  of  The  Wives
and  ?Sophia  Tolstoy
sheds  light  on  one  of
the strangest and most
unusual  relationships
i n  l i t e r a r y
history—which  has
b e e n  s t e e p e d  i n
secrecy for more than
a  century .  On  the
snowy  morn ing  o f
February  8,  1897,  the
Petersburg  secret
police  were  following
Tolstoy's  every  move.
At  sixty-nine,  Russia's
most celebrated writer
was being treated like
a  ma jo r  c r im ina l .
Prominent  Russians
were  always  watched,
but  Tolstoy  earned
particular  scrutiny.
Over a decade earlier,
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when his advocacy on
behalf  of  oppressed
minorities angered the
Orthodox  Church  and
t h e  T s a r ,  h e  w a s
p l a c e d  u n d e r
permanent  po l ice
surveillance.  Although
Tolstoy  was  wearing
h is  peasant  garb ,
people  on  the  streets
h a d  n o  t r o u b l e
recognizing  him  from
his  portraits.  He  was
o f ten  seen  i n  t he
company  of  his  chief
d isc ip le ,  V ladimir
Chertkov.  A  man  of
striking  appearance,
twenty-five  years
younger,  Chertkov
commanded  attention.
His  photographs  with
To l s toy  show  h im
tower ing  over  the
writer, but who exactly
was  th is  imposing
man?  C lose  to  the
Tsars and to the chief
of  the  secret  police,
Chertkov  represented
the very things Tolstoy

had renounced ––class
privilege,  unlimited
power, and wealth. Yet,
Chertkov  fascinated
and  attracted  Tolstoy.
He became the writer's
closest  confidant,  even
reading his daily diary,
and  by  the  end  o f
Tolstoy's life, Chertkov
h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d
complete  control  over
the  wr i ter  and  h is
legacy.  Tolstoy’s  full
e x c h a n g e  w i t h
Chertkov  comprises
m o r e  t h a n  2 , 0 0 0
letters, making him the
w r i t e r ’ s  l a r g e s t
correspondent.  The
Russian  archives  have
suppressed  much  of
this communication as
well  as  Chertkov’s
papers for more than a
century. The product of
g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g
archival  research,
Tolstoy's False Disciple
p r o m i s e s  t o  b e  a
revelatory  portrait  of
the two men and their
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t h r e e - d e c a d e - l o n g
c l a n d e s t i n e
relationship.

Love  from  A  to  Z
Salaam Reads / Simon
&  Schuster  Books  for
Young Readers
From William C. Morris
Award  Finalist  S.K.  Ali
c o m e s  a n
unforgettable  romance
that is part The Sun Is
Also a Star mixed with
Anna  and  the  French
Kiss,  fol lowing  two
Musl im  teens  who
meet  during  a  spring
break  trip.  A  marvel:
something  you  find
a m a z i n g .  E v e n
ordinary-amazing.  Like
po ta toes—because
they make French fries
h a p p e n .  L i k e  t h e
perfect fries Adam and
his mom used to make
together.  An  oddity:
whatever  gives  you
pause.  Like  the  fact
that  there  are  hateful
people  in  the  world.

Like Zayneb’s teacher,
w h o  w o n ’ t  s t o p
reminding  the  class
how  “bad”  Muslims
are.  But  Zayneb,  the
only  Muslim  in  class,
isn’t bad. She’s angry.
W h e n  s h e  g e t s
s u s p e n d e d  f o r
c o n f r o n t i n g  h e r
teacher, and he begins
invest igat ing  her
activist friends, Zayneb
heads  to  her  aunt’s
house in  Doha,  Qatar,
for  an  early  start  to
spring break. Fueled by
the guilt of getting her
friends in trouble,  she
resolves  to  try  out  a
newer,  “nicer”  version
of  herself  in  a  place
where  no  one  knows
her.  Then  her  path
crosses  with  Adam’s.
Since he got diagnosed
with  multiple  sclerosis
in  November,  Adam’s
s topped  go ing  t o
classes, intent, instead,
on  per fec t ing  the
making  o f  th ings .
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Intent  on  keeping  the
memory  of  his  mom
alive for his little sister.
Adam’s  also  intent  on
keeping his diagnosis a
s e c r e t  f r o m  h i s
grieving  father.  Alone,
Adam and Zayneb are
p l a y i n g  r o l e s  f o r
others,  keeping  their
real  thoughts  locked
away in their journals.
Until  a marvel and an
oddity occurs… Marvel:
Adam  and  Zayneb
meeting. Oddity: Adam
and Zayneb meeting.

Other  Stories  and
O t h e r  S t o r i e s
Penguin  UK
Other  Stor ies  and
Other  S tor ies  i s  a
stunning  collection  of
short  stories  from  Ali
Smith.  Individually
lucid  and  luminous,
t h e s e  f o r m a l l y
inventive and exquisite
tales  resonate  subtly
together. In examining
the  d istances  and

connections  between
ourselves  and  others,
a n d  l i g h t l y  a n d
expertly  inching  us
closer  to  the  bone,
storytelling  itself  has
n e v e r  s e e m e d  s o
necessary,  so  moving
o r  s o  j o y o u s .
'Beautifully written and
quietly  unsettling'  Big
I s s u e  ' B o l d  a n d
sensit ive.  Smith's
p r o s e  i s  a  j o y '
I n d e p e n d e n t  ' A
wonderful  collection;
deceptively  easy  on
one  leve l  w i th  i t s
whir l ing  l ibrary  of
ghost  story,  funny
story, love story, scary
story,  and  more.  Like
Russian dolls, separate
yet  invisibly  linked,
they  unfold  from  and
in to  one  another '
Herald 'Smith breathes
life  into  her  imagined
words  w i th  a  t rue
understanding  of  the
craft of the short-story
writer.  She  dances
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surely and lightly over
the  form'  Guardian
' C a p t u r e s  q u i e t
ep iphan ies  o f  the
extraordinary  in  the
mundane'  Sunday
Times  'These  stories
fizz with life' The Times
Literary Supplement

The  True  Deceiver
New  York  Review  of
Books
Deception—the lies we
tell  ourselves  and  the
lies  we  tell  others—is
the  subject  of  this,
Tove  Jansson’s  most
u n n e r v i n g  a n d
unpredictable  novel.
Here  Jansson  takes  a
darker  look  at  the
subjects  that  animate
the  best  of  her  work,
from her sensitive tale
of  i s land  l i fe ,  The
Summer  Book,  to  her
f a m o u s  M o o m i n
stories:  solitude  and
community,  art  and
life,  love  and  hate.
Snow has been falling

on the village all winter
long. It covers windows
and piles up in front of
doors.  The  sun  rises
late and sets early, and
even  during  the  day
there is little to do but
trade  tales.  This  year
everybody’s  talking
about  Katri  Kling  and
Anna Aemelin.  Katri  is
a  yellow-eyed  outcast
who  l ives  with  her
simpleminded  brother
and a dog she refuses
to  name.  She  has  no
use  for  the  white  lies
that  smooth  social
intercourse,  and  she
can see straight to the
core  of  any  problem.
A n n a ,  a n  e l d e r l y
c h i l d r e n ’ s  b o o k
illustrator,  appears  to
be  Katri’s  opposite:  a
respected  member  of
the village, if  an aloof
one.  Anna  lives  in  a
large  empty  house,
venturing  out  in  the
s p r i n g  t o  p a i n t
exquisitely  detailed
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forest  scenes.  But
Anna  has  something
Katri wants, and to get
it Katri will take control
o f  Anna’s  l i fe  and
livelihood. By the time

spring arrives, the two
women are caught in a
conflict  of  ideals  that
threatens to strip them
of their most cherished
illusions.


