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MARY DOUGLAS
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DANGER
SUMMARY:
UNLOCK YOUR
FOLLOWING
LITERARY
EXPERIENCE WITH
OUR CONCISE
REVIEWS

At

staging.editor.seenic.io
, We are devoted to
aiding you discover
your next excellent
read by giving succinct
and insightful Mary
Douglas Purity And
Danger publication
summaries in
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by Lilianna & Stein

numerous categories.
Whether you're a
passionate visitor or a
laid-back publication
lover, our summaries
provide a peek into the
world of each
publication, enabling
you to make educated
decisions concerning
what to read next.

Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger summaries
cover a vast array of
styles, consisting of

gripping thrillers,
informative non-fiction,
heartfelt love, and

much more. With our
reviews, you'll get key
understandings right
into the primary motifs,
characters, and plot
factors that make each


https://staging.editor.seenic.io/

publication unique.

Whether you're looking
for your next literary
experience or simply
intend to check out
different  categories,
Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger summaries
are the ideal starting
factor. So why wait?
Beginning discovering
our recaps today and
unlock your following
terrific read!

UNVEILING SECRET
INSIGHTS OF MARY
DOUGLAS PURITY
AND DANGER

Our book summaries
use much more than a
brief introduction of
the plot - we look into
the heart of the story
and disclose the vital
insights that make
each publication
special. Whether it's a
page-turning thriller or
a reflective memoir, we
supply a preference of

Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger essence to
help you determine if
it's the right fit for you.

Compreh
ending
Character
s in Mary
Douglas
Purity
And
Danger

Characters are the
driving pressure of the
tale, and we take a
closer look at their
characters,

inspirations, and
relationships. With our
character analyses,
you can get a far
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better understanding
of their functions in
Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger tale and
just how they
contribute to the
overall story.

Diving
Into
Themes

Themes are the
underlying messages
or concepts that the
writer conveys via the
tale. We check out the
central styles of each
publication,

highlighting the
writer's message and
supplying

understandings right
into how it may relate
to your life.

Discoveri
ng Mary
Douglas
Purity
And
Danger
Story
Points

Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger story is the
series of occasions that
drive the story onward.
We damage down the
main plot points,
providing an overview
of the tale's framework
and highlighting
essential moments that
form the story.

"With our



understand
ings, you
cangeta
preference
of Mary
Douglas
Purity And
Danger's
essence
and make
a decision
if it's the
best fit for
you."

Comparin
g and
Contrasti

ng

For publications within
the same style, we
offer comparative
analyses to showcase
their resemblances and
distinctions. This
enables you to obtain a

far better
understanding of the
different  techniques

authors take within a
certain genre.

Uncoveri
ng
Surprise
Treasures
in Mary
Douglas
Purity
And
Danger

Some books may not
have gotten as much
focus as they should
have, and we enjoy to
reveal covert
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treasures. Mary
Douglas Purity And
Danger recaps
showcase standout
books that might have
flown under your radar
- we ensure you'll find
something to add to
your reading listing.
With our vital insights,
you can make informed
decisions regarding
what to review next.
Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger provide a
look into the world of
each book, enabling
you to find brand-new
authors and styles
easily.

MARY DOUGLAS

PURITY AND
DANGER GENRE
EXPEDITION

In this area, we take a
closer check out
different genres of

Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger and their
matching summaries.

We understand that
viewers have one-of-a-
kind preferences and
preferences, so we
offer a varied range of
Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger publication
to satisfy every
passion. Whether
you're a follower of
romance, science
fiction, enigma, historic
fiction, or self-help, our
book recaps give a look
right into the world of
each publication.

Beginning
Exploring
Mary
Douglas
Purity



And

next great read.
Whether you're in the
mood for a heart-

Da nge\rrenching love or a

Today

These are simply a few
instances of our book
summaries within
different  categories.
We have many more
books waiting on you
to check out. Have a
look at our summaries
to locate your brand-
new favorite writer or
style. Pleased reading!

UNCOVER YOUR
FOLLOWING
WONDERFUL READ
OF MARY
DOUGLAS PURITY
AND DANGER

In this section, we have
actually curated a
collection of standout
Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger that will
assist you find your

suspenseful thriller, our
book recaps supply a
look into the world of
each book, enabling
you to make
enlightened choices
regarding what to
review following.

Our Top
Picks

Below are our leading

choices for your
following excellent
read:

Book Title Author

A hauntingly
gorgeous story
of 2 sis in Nazi-
occupied
France that
explores the
power of love,
family
members, and
strength in the
face of
misfortune.

Style Summary

Historic
Fiction
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A fascinating
emotional
thriller that
adheres to a
criminal
psychotherapist

Psychological as he tries to

Thriller decipher the
mystery behind
his person's
silence after
she apparently
murders her
hubby.

A magical and
spiritual
journey that
follows a young
Andalusian
guard kid as he
sets out to
meet his
destiny and
uncover truth
definition of
life.

Thoughtful
Fiction

These 3 books are
simply a tiny sample of
the several excellent
checks out waiting to
be discovered. Trust
fund our book
summaries to assist
you in the direction of
your following literary
journey.

Along with our leading
picks, we offer a vast
array of publication
summaries extending
numerous categories,
from sci-fi to self-help.
With our summaries,
you make sure to
discover your following
preferred book like

Mary Douglas Purity
And Danger.

So what are you
awaiting? Begin
checking out Mary
Douglas Purity And
Danger summaries
today and discover
concealed literary
treasures that will
maintain you turning
the pages well right
into the evening!

TRICK TAKEAWAYS
OF MARY
DOUGLAS PURITY
AND DANGER AND
REFERRALS

Our book recaps not
only give quick
introductions of each
publication, however
they likewise use Mary
Douglas Purity And
Danger vital takeaways
and recommendations
to direct you in your
analysis trip. Here are
a few of our top picks:

Publication Key

Title Takeaways Suggestions



* The
unstable
storyteller er:JfoyyoeL:i this
proQuces @ book, look
f;?gnmgaoafnd into Into the
thriller prater by
thr.oughout Hawkins for
guide. an additional
* The styles 4, iing
of addiction myster
and domestic | éoneyLad
misuse are by Gillian Y
discovered Fly anis
detailed. v
another
* The story rominent
; p

twists kept us mental
on the ed9e  thiller with

; a twisty
up until the stor
really last Y
page.
* Guide
emphasizes * The
the Untethered

significance ~ Spirit by

of living in Michael A.
the here and Vocalist
now moment offers

and releasing comparable
previous and insights on

future living in
worries. today

* The minute and
concept of searching for
the internal
"discomfort  peace.

body" is * Large

presented to Magic by
clarify exactly Elizabeth
how previous Gilbert
traumas can checks out
influence our the creative
present procedure
experiences. and how we
* Practical can live an
workouts are extra
provided to  fulfilling life
help readers by accepting
apply the our
trainings into enthusiasms.
their lives.

« All the
* The book  Light We
tells an Can not See
effective tale by Anthony
of two sisters Doerr is an
residing in additional
Nazi-occupied World War Il
France during novel that
The Second tells a
World War.  moving story
* The themes of love and

of nerve, survival.
sacrifice, and « If you
love are delight in

checked out historical
through the fiction,
viewpoints of attempt The
both siblings. Alice

* The historic Network by
context and  Kate Quinn,

dazzling which

descriptions adheres to a

make the network of

story come to female spies

life. during World
War I.

At
staging.editor.seenic.io
, you'll find a lot more
book summaries and
recommendations that
satisfy your interests
and reviewing choices.
Whether you're
searching for an
exhilarating page-
turner, a thought-
provoking narrative, or
a heartfelt romance,
we've obtained you
covered. Let us assist
you uncover your
following excellent
read!
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START and decide if it's the

DISCOVERING right fit for you. We've
MARY DOUGLAS curated the most
PURITY AND effective  books from
DANGER TODAY different genres,l SO

you make certain to

Since you have find something that

actually seen what we
need to supply, it's
time to start checking
out Mary Douglas
Purity And Danger
recaps! Our recaps
offer you a taste of
each publication's
unique significance and
can help you discover
your next terrific read.
Whether you're a fan of
criminal offense
thrillers, historic fiction,
or self-help
publications, we have a
recap for you.

Our summaries offer
key understandings
right into each book's
motifs, characters, and
plot factors. You can
get a sense of Mary
Douglas Purity And
Danger writing design

suits your passions.

Exactly
how to
Use Our
Summari
es

To begin discovering,
simply browse our site
and click on Mary
Douglas Purity And
Danger summaries that
capture your eye. Our
recaps are quick, so
you can rapidly get a
sense of each
publication without
spending too much
time. If a recap



stimulates your rate of
interest, you can click
the link to buy the
book from an on-line
seller.

Our publication
summaries are best for
anyone that wants to
remain notified
concerning the current
literary patterns yet
doesn't have the time
to review Mary Douglas
Purity And Danger
publication. By
exploring our
summaries, you can
stay on par with what's
prominent and
discover hidden gems
that you may not have
found otherwise.

Join Our
Neighbor
hood

When you discover
Mary Douglas Purity

10

And Danger recaps,
you're not just finding
new books; you're
additionally joining an
area of like-minded
visitors. Our internet
site features a blog
where we post short
articles concerning the
most up to date
literary information,
book testimonials, and
reviewing pointers. You
can also follow us on
social networks to
remain current with
our most current
offerings.

So what are you
waiting for? Beginning
discovering Mary
Douglas Purity And
Danger recaps today
and discover your next
great read!

Purity and Danger

An Analysis of
Concepts of
Pollution and Taboo

10
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Routledge

Purity and Danger is
acknowledged as a
modern masterpiece of
anthropology. It is
widely cited in non-
anthropological works
and gave rise to a body
of application, rebuttal
and development
within anthropology. In
1995 the book was
included among the
Times Literary
Supplement's hundred
most influential non-
fiction works since
WWII. Incorporating the
philosophy of religion
and science and a

generally holistic
approach to
classification, Douglas
demonstrates the
relevance of
anthropological

enquiries to an

audience outside her
immediate academic
circle. She offers an
approach to
understanding rules of

11

purity by examining
what is considered
unclean in various
cultures. She sheds
light on the symbolism
of what is considered
clean and dirty in
relation to order in
secular and religious,
modern and primitive
life.

Purity and Danger

An Analysis of
Concepts of
Pollution and Taboo
Psychology Press

In this classic work
Mary Douglas identifies
the concern for pirity
as a key theme at the
heart of every society.
She reveals its wide-
ranging impact on our
attitudes tp society,
values, cosmology and
knowledge.

Purity and Danger

An Analysis of



Concept of Pollution
and Taboo Psychology
Press

In Purity and Danger
Mary Douglas identifies
the concern for purity
as a key theme at the
heart of every society.
In lively and lucid prose
she explains its
relevance for every
reader by revealing its
wide-ranging impact on
our attitudes to
society, values,
cosmology and
knowledge. The book
has been hugely
influential in  many
areas of debate - from
religion to social
theory. But perhaps its
most important role is
to offer each reader a
new explanation of
why people behave in
the way they do. With
a specially
commissioned
introduction by the
author which assesses
the continuing

12

significance  of the
work thirty-five years
on, this Routledge
Classics edition will
ensure that Purity and
Danger continues to
challenge and question
well into the new
millennium.

Mary Douglas's
Purity and Danger

An analysis of the
concepts of
pollution and taboo
Taylor & Francis

Mary Douglas is an
outstanding example
of an evaluative
thinker at work. In
Purity and Danger: An
Analysis of Concepts of
Pollution and Taboo,
she delves in great
detail into existing
arguments that portray
traditional societies as
“evolving” from
“savage” beliefs in
magic, to religion, to
modern science, then

12
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explains why she
believes those
arguments are wrong.
She also adeptly
chaperones readers
through a vast amount
of data, from firsthand
research in the Congo
to close readings of the
Old Testament, and
analyzes it in depth to
provide evidence that
traditional and Western
religions have more in
common than the first
comparative religion
scholars and early
anthropologists

thought. First
evaluating her
scholarly predecessors
by marshalling their
arguments, Douglas
identifies their main
weakness: that they
dismiss traditional
societies and their
religions by identifying
their practices as
“magic,” thereby
creating a chasm
between savages who

13

believe in magic and
sophisticates who
practice religion.

Mary Douglas's
Purity and Danger

An Analysis of the

Concepts of
Pollution and Taboo
Macat Library

Mary Douglas is an
outstanding example
of an evaluative
thinker at work. In
Purity and Danger: An
Analysis of Concepts of
Pollution and Taboo,
she delves in great
detail into existing
arguments that portray
traditional societies as
"evolving" from
"savage" beliefs in
magic, to religion, to
modern science, then
explains why she
believes those
arguments are wrong.
She also adeptly
chaperones readers
through a vast amount



of data, from firsthand
research in the Congo
to close readings of the
Old Testament, and
analyzes it in depth to
provide evidence that
traditional and Western
religions have more in
common than the first
comparative religion
scholars and early
anthropologists

thought. First
evaluating her
scholarly predecessors
by marshalling their
arguments, Douglas
identifies their main
weakness: that they
dismiss traditional
societies and their
religions by identifying
their practices as
"magic," thereby
creating a chasm
between savages who
believe in magic and
sophisticates who
practice religion.

14

Purity and Danger
Now

New Perspectives
Routledge

Mary Douglas’s
seminal work Purity
and Danger
(Routledge, 1966)
continues to be
indispensable reading
for both students and
scholars today.
Marking the 50th
anniversary of
Douglas’s classic, the
present volume sheds
fresh light upon
themes raised by
Douglas by drawing on
recent developments in
the social sciences and
humanities, as well as
current empirical
research. In presenting
new perspectives on
the topic of purity and
impurity, the volume
integrates work in

anthropology and
Mary Douglas: Purity sociology with
and danger contemporary ideas
14 Mary Douglas Purity And Danger2025-12-28
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from religious studies,
cognitive science and
the arts. Containing
contributions from both
established and
emerging scholars,
including protégées of
Douglas herself, Purity
and Danger Now is an
essential volume for
those working on purity
and impurity across
the full spectrum of the
social sciences and
humanities.

Leviticus as
Literature Oxford
University Press

This  first  full-scale
account of Leviticus by
a world renowned
anthropologist
presents the biblical
work as a literary
masterpiece. Seen in
an anthropological
perspective Leviticus
has a mystical
structure which plots
the book into three
parts corresponding to

15

the three parts of the
desert tabernacle, both
corresponding to the
parts of Mount Sinai.
This completely new
reading transforms the
interpretation of the
purity laws. The pig
and other forbidden
animals are not
abhorrent, they
command the same
respect due to all God's
creatures. Boldly
challenging several
traditions of Bible
criticism, Mary Douglas
claims that Leviticus is
not the narrow doctrine
of a crabbed
professional priesthood
but a powerful
intellectual statement
about a modern
religion which
emphasizes God's
justice and
compassion.

Risk and Blame
Routledge
First published in 1992,



this volume follows on
from the programme
for studying risk and
blame that was implied
in Purity and Danger.
The first half of the
book Douglas argues
that the study of risk
needs a systematic
framework of political

and cultural
comparison. In the
latter half she

examines questions in
cultural theory.
Through the eleven
essays contained in
Risk and Blame,
Douglas argues that
the prominence of risk
discourse will force
upon the social
sciences a programme
of rethinking and
consolidation that will
include anthropological
approaches.

Natural

Routledge
Every natural symbol -
derived from blood,

Symbols

16

breath or excrement -
carries a social
meaning and this work
focuses on the ways in
which any one culture
makes its selections
from body symbolism.
Each person treats
their body as an image
of society and the
author examines the
varieties of ritual and
symbolic expression
and the patterns of
social ritual in which
they are embodied.
Natural Symbols is a
book about religion
and it concerns our
own society at least as
much as any other. It
has stimulated new
insights into religious
and political
movements and has
provoked re-appraisals
of current progressive
orthodoxies in many
fields. As a classic, it
represents a work of
anthropology in its
widest sense, exploring

16
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themes such as the
social meaning of
natural symbols and
the image of the body
in society which are
now very much in
vogue in anthropology,
sociology and cultural
studies. In this reissue
and with a new
Introduction, Natural
Symbols will continue
to appeal to all
students of
anthropology,

sociology and religion.

Implicit Meanings

Mary Douglas:
Collected Works
Psychology Press

Implicit Meanings was
first published to great
acclaim in 1975. It
includes writings on
the key themes which
are associated with
Mary Douglas' work
and which have had a
major influence on
anthropological

17

thought, such as food,
pollution, risk, animals
and myth. The papers
in this text
demonstrate the
importance of seeking
to understand beliefs
and practices that are
implicit and a priori
within what might
seem to be alien
cultures.

The World of Goods
Routledge

First published in 1979,
this volume introduces
a cultural factor to
theories of
consumption. The
World of Goods goes
beyond standard
economic analyses,
which rely on theories
of individual
psychology. Douglas
studies how consumers
use goods to fulfil their
intentions in regard to
one another. The World
of Goods insists that
goods are wanted for



social purposes, for
sharing and giving,
more than for the
private enjoyment that
is the pivot of
utilitarian explanations.
This book offers a
completely original
way of thinking about
consumption as a
series of rituals.

Mary Douglas

Understanding
Social Thought and

Conflict Berghahn
Books

Mary Douglas’s
innovative

explanations for styles
of human thought and
for the dynamics of
institutional change
have furnished a
distinctive and
powerful theory of how
conflicts are managed,
yet her work remains
astonishingly poorly
appreciated in social
science disciplines.

18

This volume introduces
Douglas’s theories, and
outlines the ways in
which her work is of
continuing importance
for the future of the
social sciences. Mary
Douglas:

Understanding Human
Thought and Conflict
shows how Douglas
laid out the agenda for
revitalizing social
science by reworking
Durkheim’s legacy for
today, and reviews the
growing body of
research across the
social sciences which
has used, tested or

developed her
approach.

Mary Douglas

An Intellectual

Biography Routledge
This is the first full
length account of the
life and ideas of Mary
Douglas, the British
social anthropologist

18
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whose publications
span the second half of
the twentieth century.
Richard Fardon covers
Douglas' family
background, and the
pervasive influence of
her catholic faith on
her writings before
providing an analysis
of two of her most
influential works; Purity
and Danger (1966) and

Natural Symbols
(1970). The final
section deals with
Douglas' more
controversial writings
in the fields of

economics,
consumption, religion
and risk analysis in
contemporary
societies. Throughout,
Fardon highlights the
centrality of Douglas'
role in the history of
anthropology and the
discipline's struggle to
achieve relevance to
contemporary, western
societies.

19

Purity and Danger

An Analysis of the
Concepts of
Pollution and Taboo

Indebted

How Families Make
College Work at Any
Cost Princeton
University Press

Taking readers into the
homes of middle-class
families to reveal the
hidden consequences
of student debt and the
ways that financing
college has
transformed family life,
the author describes
the profound moral
conflicts for parents
take on enormous
debts and gamble on
an investment that
might not pay off.

How Institutions
Think Syracuse
University Press

"Douglas forewarns us



that institutions do not
think independently,
nor do they have
purposes, nor do they
build themselves. As
we construct our
institutions, we are
squeezing each other's
ideas into a common
shape in order to prove
their legitimacy by
sheer numbers. She
admonishes us not to
take comfort in the
thought that primitives
may think through
institutions, but
moderns decide on
important issues
individually. Our
legitimated institutions
make major decisions,
and these decisions
always involve ethical
principles."--Publisher
description.

Purity and Danger
An Analysis of

Concept of Pollution
and Taboo

20

Risk and Blame
Psychology Press

First published in 1992,
this volume follows on
from the programme
for studying risk and
blame that was implied
in Purity and Danger.
The first half of the
book Douglas argues
that the study of risk
needs a systematic
framework of political

and cultural
comparison. In the
latter half she

examines questions in
cultural theory.
Through the eleven
essays contained in
Risk and Blame,
Douglas argues that
the prominence of risk
discourse will force
upon the social
sciences a programme
of rethinking and
consolidation that will
include anthropological
approaches.

Natural Symbols

20
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Routledge

First printed in 1970,
Natural Symbols is
Douglas' most
controversial work. It
represents a work of
anthropology in its
widest sense, exploring
themes such as the
social meaning of
natural symbols and
the image of the body
in society. This work
focuses on the ways in
which cultures select
natural symbols from
the body and how
every natural symbol
carries a social
meaning. She also
introduces her
grid/group theory,
which she sees as a
way of keeping
together what the
social sciences divide
and separate. Bringing
anthropology in to the
realm of religion,
Douglas enters into the
ongoing debate in
religious circles

21

surrounding meaning
and ritual. The book
not only provides a
clear explanation to
four distinct attitudes
to religion, but also
defends hierarchical
forms of religious
organization and
attempts to retain a
balanced judgement
between
fundamentalism and
established religion.
Douglas has since
extensively refined the
grid/group theory and
has applied it to
consumer behaviour,
labour movements and
political parties.

Out of the Pits

Traders and
Technology from
Chicago to London
University of Chicago
Press

Publisher description

Mary Douglas



22

An Intellectual
Biography Routledge

This is the first full
length account of the
life and ideas of Mary
Douglas, the British
social anthropologist
whose publications
span the second half of
the twentieth century.
Richard Fardon covers
Douglas’ family
background, and the
pervasive influence of
her catholic faith on
her writings before
providing an analysis
of two of her most
influential works; Purity
and Danger (1966) and

Natural Symbols
(1970). The final
section deals with
Douglas' more
controversial writings
in the fields of

economics,
consumption, religion
and risk analysis in
contemporary
societies. Throughout,
Fardon highlights the

centrality of Douglas'
role in the history of
anthropology and the
discipline's struggle to
achieve relevance to
contemporary, western
societies.

The Lele of the Kasai

Routledge
This first volume is a
compilation of

numerous essays by
Douglas on the Lele in
the Belgian Congo
covering a fifteen year
period. There are early
indications of Douglas's
cultural imagination
and written expression
that were to make her
works accessible and
relevant to a western
readership of non-
anthropologists. The
intellectural tools and
examples she gained
from Africanist
ethnography continue
to serve her
explorations of
European and
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American society.
Natural Symbols

Explorations in
Cosmology Routledge
One of the most
important works of
modern anthropology.
Written against the
backdrop of the
student uprisings of
the late 1960s, the
book took seriously the
revolutionary fervour
of the times, but
instead of seeking to
destroy the rituals and
symbols that can
govern and oppress,
Mary Douglas saw
instead that if
transformation were
needed, it could only
be made possible
through better
understanding.

Expressed with clarity
and dynamism, the
passionate analysis
which follows remains
one of the most

23

insightful and
rewarding studies of
human behaviour ever
written.

Constructive
Drinking Routledge
First published in 1987,
Constructive Drinking
is a series of original
case studies organized
into three sections
based on three major
functions of drinking.
The three constructive
functions are: that
drinking has a real
social role in everyday
life; that drinking can
be used to construct an
ideal world; and that
drinking is a significant
economic activity. The
case studies deal with
a variety of exotic
drinks

Purity and Danger
An Analysis of

Concepts of
Pollution and Taboo



Thinking in Circles

An Essay on Ring
Composition Yale
University Press
Immanuel Kant's views
on politics, peace, and
history have lost none
of their relevance since
their publication more
than two centuries ago.
This volume contains a
comprehensive
collection of Kant's
writings on
international relations
theory and political
philosophy, superbly
translated and
accompanied by
stimulating essays.
Pauline Kleingeld
provides a lucid
introduction to the
main themes of the
volume, and three
essays by
distinguished
contributors follow:
Jeremy Waldron on
Kant's theory of the
state; Michael W. Doyle

24

on the implications of
Kant's political theory
for his theory of
international relations;
and Allen W. Wood on
Kant's philosophical
approach to history
and its current
relevance.

Urban Pollution

Cultural Meanings,
Social Practices
Berghahn Books

Re-examining Mary
Douglas' work on
pollution and concepts
of purity, this volume
explores modern
expressions of these
themes in urban areas,
examining the
intersections of
material and cultural
pollution. It presents
ethnographic case
studies from a range of
cities  affected by
globalization processes
such as neoliberal
urban policies,

24
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privatization of urban
space, continued
migration and
spatialized ethnic
tension. What has
changed since the
appearance of Purity
and Danger? How have
anthropological views
on pollution changed
accordingly? This
volume focuses on
cultural meanings and
values that are
attached to
conceptions of ‘clean’
and 'dirty’, purity and
impurity, healthy and
unhealthy
environments, and
addresses the
implications of
pollution with regard to
discrimination, class,
urban poverty, social
hierarchies and ethnic
segregation in cities.

A'aisa's Gifts

A Study of Magic
and the Self Univ of

25

California Press

Filled with insight,
provocative in its
conclusions, A'aisa's
Gifts is a

groundbreaking

ethnography of the
Mekeo of Papua New
Guinea and a valuable
contribution to
anthropological theory.
Based on twenty years'

fieldwork, this richly
detailed study of
Mekeo esoteric
knowledge, cosmology,
and self-
conceptualizations
recasts accepted

notions about magic
and selfhood. Drawing
on accounts by Mekeo
ritual experts and
laypersons, this is the
first book to
demonstrate magic's
profound role in
creating the self. It also
argues convincingly
that dream reporting
provides a natural
context for self-
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reflection. In
presenting its data, the
book develops the
concept of
"autonomous

imagination" into a
new theoretical
framework for
exploring subjective
imagery processes
across cultures.

The function and
symbolism of ritual
pollution beliefs,
with special
reference to Mary
Douglas' Purity and
Danger

Risk and Culture

An Essay on the
Selection of
Technological and
Environmental
Dangers Univ of
California Press
Can we know the risks
we face, now or in the
future? No, we cannot;
but yes, we must act

as if we do. Some
dangers are unknown;
others are known, but
not by us because no
one person can know
everything. Most
people cannot be
aware of most dangers
at most times. Hence,
no one can calculate
precisely the total risk
to be faced. How, then,
do people decide which
risks to take and which
to ignore? On what
basis are certain
dangers guarded
against and others
relegated to secondary
status? This book
explores how we
decide what risks to
take and which to
ignore, both as
individuals and as a
culture.

Purity and Danger

Purity and Danger is
acknowledged as a
modern masterpiece of
anthropology. It is
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widely cited in non-
anthropological works
and gave rise to a body
of application, rebuttal
and development
within anthropology. In
1995 the book was
included among the
Times Literary
Supplement's hundred
most influential non-
fiction works since
WWII. Incorporating the
philosophy of religion
and science and a

generally holistic
approach to
classification, Douglas
demonstrates the
relevance of
anthropological

enquiries to an

audience outside her
immediate academic
circle. She offers an
approach to
understanding rules of
purity by examining

what is considered
unclean in various
cultures. She sheds

light on the symbolism

27

of what is considered
clean and dirty in
relation to order in
secular and religious,
modern and primitive
life.

Purity and Danger

An Analysis of
Pollution and Taboo

Implicit Meanings
Routledge

Implicit Meanings was
first published to great
acclaim in 1975. It
includes writings on
the key themes which
are associated with
Mary Douglas' work
and which have had a
major influence on
anthropological
thought, such as food,
pollution, risk, animals
and myth. The papers
in this text
demonstrate the
importance of seeking
to understand beliefs
and practices that are



implicit and a priori
within what might
seem to be alien
cultures.

Food in the Social
Order Routledge

First published in 1984,
This work is a cross-
cultural study of the
moral and social
meaning of food. It is a
collection of articles by
Douglas and her
colleagues covering
the food system of the
Oglala Sioux, the food
habits of families in
rural North Carolina,
meal formats in an
I[talian-American
community near
Philadelphia. It also
includes a grid/group
analysis of food
consumption.

Essays on the
Sociology of
Perception Routledge
First published in 1982,
this is one of Mary
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Douglas' favourite
books. It is based on
her meetings with
friends in which they
attempt to apply the
grip/group analysis
from Natural Symbols.
The essays have been
important texts for
preparing grid/group
exercises ever since.
She is still trying to
improve the argument
of Natural Symbols and
is always hoping to find
better applications to
illustrate the power of
the two dimensions
used for accurate
comparison.

Discard Studies

Wasting, Systems,
and Power MIT Press
An argument that
social, political, and
economic systems
maintain power by
discarding certain
people, places, and
things. Discard studies
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is an emerging field
that looks at waste and
wasting broadly
construed. Rather than
focusing on waste and
trash as the primary
objects of study,
discard studies looks at
wider systems of waste
and wasting to explore
how some materials,
practices, regions, and
people are valued or
devalued, becoming
dominant or
disposable. In this
book, Max Liboiron and
Josh Lepawsky argue
that social, political,
and economic systems
maintain power by
discarding certain
people, places, and
things. They show how
the theories and
methods of discard
studies can be applied
in a variety of cases,
many of which do not
involve waste, trash, or
pollution. Liboiron and
Lepawsky consider the

29

partiality of knowledge
and offer a theory of
scale, exploring the
myth that most waste
is municipal solid
waste produced by

consumers; discuss
peripheries, centers,
and power, using

content moderation as
an example of how
dominant systems find
ways to discard; and
use theories of
difference to show that
universalism,

stereotypes, and
inclusion all have
politics of discard and
even purification—as
exemplified in
“inclusive” efforts to
broaden the Black
Lives Matter
movement. Finally,
they develop a theory
of change by
considering “wasting
well,” outlining
techniques, methods,
and propositions for a
justice-oriented discard
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studies that keeps
power in view.

The Lele of the Kasai
Psychology Press

First published in 1963,
this volume is a
compilation of
numerous essays by
Douglas on the Lele in
the Belgian Congo
covering a fifteen year
period.

The Basic Writings
of Bertrand Russell
Routledge

Featuring seminal work
in the philosophies of
mathematics and
language, this
comprehensive and
assiduously edited
collection also makes
available his
provocative and
controversial views on
religion and
international relations.

Fully Engaged

Using the Practicing
Mind in Daily Life
New World Library

Better Results and Less
Stress through Proven
Techniques To be fully
engaged in life means
that we have clear
goals as well as the
focus and skills to
accomplish those goals
with ease and a sense
of calm awareness. In
his first book, The
Practicing Mind, which
remains a bestseller in
its category, Thomas
Sterner set out clear
guidelines for
developing focus and
discipline to achieve
any life goal. As Tom
traveled and spoke
about the book, he
kept track of the
questions readers and
participants at his
seminars asked. The
answers to those
questions — or more
accurately, the
exploration of those
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questions — became
the basis of Fully
Engaged. This new
book explores specific
techniques, such as
thought awareness
training and setting
goals with accurate
data, and
demonstrates how
using these techniques
will not only help you
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reach your objectives,
but will keep you
engaged in each
moment of your life,
throughout the process
of accomplishing those
goals. Being thus
engaged will result in
less stress and more
satisfaction in every
aspect of life.



