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Why the West Rules - For Now McClelland & Stewart
Why does the West rule? In this magnum opus, eminent Stanford polymath Ian Morris answers this provocative question, drawing on 50,000 years of
history, archeology, and the methods of social science, to make sense of when, how, and why the paths of development differed in the East and West
— and what this portends for the 21st century. There are two broad schools of thought on why the West rules. Proponents of "Long-Term Lock-In"
theories such as Jared Diamond suggest that from time immemorial, some critical factor — geography, climate, or culture perhaps — made East and
West unalterably different, and determined that the industrial revolution would happen in the West and push it further ahead of the East. But the East
led the West between 500 and 1600, so this development can't have been inevitable; and so proponents of "Short-Term Accident" theories argue that
Western rule was a temporary aberration that is now coming to an end, with Japan, China, and India resuming their rightful places on the world stage.
However, as the West led for 9,000 of the previous 10,000 years, it wasn't just a temporary aberration. So, if we want to know why the West rules, we
need a whole new theory. Ian Morris, boldly entering the turf of Jared Diamond and Niall Ferguson, provides the broader approach that is necessary,
combining the textual  historian's focus on context,  the anthropological  archaeologist's  awareness of  the deep past,  and the social  scientist's
comparative methods to make sense of the past, present, and future — in a way no one has ever done before.

Why The West Rules - For Now Profile Books
Why did British boats shoot their way up the Yangzi in 1842, rather than Chinese ones up the Thames? Why do Easterners use English more than
Europeans speak in Mandarin or Japanese? To put it bluntly, why does the West rule? There are two schools of thought: the 'Long-Term Lock In'
theory, suggesting some sort of inevitability, and the 'Short-Term Accident' theory. But both approaches have misunderstood the shape of history. Ian
Morris  presents  a  startling  new  theory.  He  explains  with  flair  and  authority  why  the  paths  of  development  differed  in  the  East  and  West  and  -
analysing a vicious twist in trajectories just ahead of us - predicts when the West's lead will come to an end. 'Here you have three books wrapped into
one: an exciting novel that happens to be true; an entertaining but thorough historical account of everything important that happened to any
important people in the last 10 millennia; and an educated guess about what will happen in the future. Read, learn, and enjoy!' Jared Diamond 'A
great work of synthesis and argument, drawing together an awesome range of materials and authorities to bring us a fresh, sharp reading of East-
West relationships.' Andrew Marr

Why the West Rules--for Now Farrar, Straus and Giroux
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 Sometime around 1750, English entrepreneurs unleashed the astounding energies of steam and coal, and
the world was forever changed. The emergence of factories, railroads, and gunboats propelled the West's rise to power in the nineteenth century, and
the development of computers and nuclear weapons in the twentieth century secured its global supremacy. Now, at the beginning of the twenty-first
century, many worry that the emerging economic power of China and India spells the end of the West as a superpower. In order to understand this
possibility, we need to look back in time. Why has the West dominated the globe for the past two hundred years, and will its power last? Describing
the  patterns  of  human  history,  the  archaeologist  and  historian  Ian  Morris  offers  surprising  new  answers  to  both  questions.  It  is  not,  he  reveals,
differences  of  race  or  culture,  or  even  the  strivings  of  great  individuals,  that  explain  Western  dominance.  It  is  the  effects  of  geography  on  the
everyday  efforts  of  ordinary  people  as  they  deal  with  crises  of  resources,  disease,  migration,  and  climate.  As  geography  and  human  ingenuity
continue to interact, the world will change in astonishing ways, transforming Western rule in the process. Deeply researched and brilliantly argued,

Why the West Rules—for Now spans fifty thousand years of history and offers fresh insights on nearly every page. The book brings together the latest
findings across disciplines—from ancient history to neuroscience—not only to explain why the West came to rule the world but also to predict what
the future will bring in the next hundred years.

The Measure of Civilization Princeton University Press
Uses four factors--energy capture per capita, organization, information technology and war-making capacity--to attempt to show which world regions
were the most powerful throughout all of human history.

Geography Is Destiny Farrar, Straus and Giroux
In the wake of Brexit, Ian Morris chronicles the ten-thousand-year history of Britain's relationship to Europe as it has changed in the context of a
globalizing world. When Britain voted to leave the European Union in 2016, the 48 percent who wanted to stay and the 52 percent who wanted to go
each accused the other of stupidity, fraud, and treason. In reality, the Brexit debate merely reran a script written ten thousand years earlier, when the
rising seas physically separated the British Isles from the European continent. Ever since, geography has been destiny—yet it is humans who get to
decide what that destiny means.  Ian Morris,  the critically acclaimed author of  Why the West Rules—for Now, describes how technology and
organization have steadily enlarged Britain’s arena, and how its people have tried to turn this to their advantage. For the first seventy-five hundred
years, the British were never more than bit players at the western edge of a European stage, struggling to find a role among bigger, richer, and more
sophisticated continental rivals. By 1500 CE, however, new kinds of ships and governments had turned the European stage into an Atlantic one; with
the English Channel now functioning as a barrier, England transformed the British Isles into a United Kingdom that created a worldwide empire. Since
1900, thanks to rapid globalization, Britain has been overshadowed by American, European, and—increasingly—Chinese actors.  In trying to find its
place in a global economy, Britain has been looking in all the wrong places. The ten-thousand-year story bracingly chronicled by Geography Is Destiny
shows that the great question for the current century is not what to do about Brussels; it’s what to do about Beijing.

Foragers, Farmers, and Fossil Fuels Princeton University Press
The best-selling author of Why the West Rules—for Now examines the evolution and future of human values Most people in the world today think
democracy and gender equality are good, and that violence and wealth inequality are bad. But most people who lived during the 10,000 years before
the nineteenth century thought just the opposite. Drawing on archaeology, anthropology, biology, and history, Ian Morris explains why. Fundamental
long-term changes in values, Morris argues, are driven by the most basic force of all: energy. Humans have found three main ways to get the energy
they need—from foraging, farming, and fossil fuels. Each energy source sets strict limits on what kinds of societies can succeed, and each kind of
society rewards specific values. But if our fossil-fuel world favors democratic, open societies, the ongoing revolution in energy capture means that our
most cherished values are very likely to turn out not to be useful any more. Foragers, Farmers, and Fossil Fuels offers a compelling new argument
about the evolution of human values, one that has far-reaching implications for how we understand the past—and for what might happen next.
Originating as the Tanner Lectures delivered at Princeton University, the book includes challenging responses by classicist Richard Seaford, historian
of China Jonathan Spence, philosopher Christine Korsgaard, and novelist Margaret Atwood.

War! What Is It Good For? Macmillan
Examining how war has positively changed our society, a renowned historian and archaeologist tells the riveting story of 15,000 years of war, going
beyond the battles and brutality to reveal what war has really done to and for the world. 50,000 first printing.

The WEIRDest People in the World Farrar, Straus and Giroux
A New York Times Notable Book of 2020 A Bloomberg Best Non-Fiction Book of 2020 A Behavioral Scientist Notable Book of 2020 A Human Behavior &
Evolution Society Must-Read Popular Evolution Book of 2020 A bold, epic account of how the co-evolution of psychology and culture created the
peculiar Western mind that has profoundly shaped the modern world. Perhaps you are WEIRD: raised in a society that is Western, Educated,
Industrialized, Rich, and Democratic. If so, you’re rather psychologically peculiar. Unlike much of the world today, and most people who have ever
lived,  WEIRD people are highly  individualistic,  self-obsessed,  control-oriented,  nonconformist,  and analytical.  They focus on themselves—their
attributes, accomplishments, and aspirations—over their relationships and social  roles. How did WEIRD populations become so psychologically
distinct?  What  role  did  these  psychological  differences  play  in  the  industrial  revolution  and  the  global  expansion  of  Europe  during  the  last  few
centuries? In The WEIRDest People in the World, Joseph Henrich draws on cutting-edge research in anthropology, psychology, economics, and
evolutionary biology to explore these questions and more. He illuminates the origins and evolution of family structures, marriage, and religion, and
the profound impact these cultural transformations had on human psychology. Mapping these shifts through ancient history and late antiquity,
Henrich reveals that the most fundamental institutions of kinship and marriage changed dramatically under pressure from the Roman Catholic
Church. It was these changes that gave rise to the WEIRD psychology that would coevolve with impersonal markets, occupational specialization, and
free competition—laying the foundation for the modern world. Provocative and engaging in both its broad scope and its surprising details, The
WEIRDest People in the World explores how culture, institutions, and psychology shape one another, and explains what this means for both our most
personal sense of who we are as individuals and also the large-scale social, political, and economic forces that drive human history. Includes black-
and-white illustrations.

Summary and Analysis of Why The West Rules - For Now Independently Published
Why The Wеѕt Rulеѕ - Fоr Nоw (2010) іѕ a treatise on Western rule. It еxаmіnеѕ what "the Wеѕt" іѕ аnd how іtѕ current dominance came аbоut.
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Stаrtіng wіth the earliest dеvеlорmеnt of humаnkіnd, іt rules out rасіѕt gеnеtіс beliefs and thеоrіеѕ оf сulturаl ѕuреrіоrіtу. It describes hоw Eаѕt and
Wеѕt hаvе bееn lосkеd nесk аnd nесk іn a race fоr аdvаnсеmеnt uр tо thе рrеѕеnt day. And, оf соurѕе, іt goes on tо аddrеѕѕ thе question: wіll thе
West's dоmіnаnсе lаѕt?

When China Rules the World Penguin
Greatly revised and expanded, with a new afterword, this update to Martin Jacques’s global bestseller is an essential guide to understanding a world
increasingly shaped by Chinese power Soon, China will rule the world. But in doing so, it will not become more Western. Since the first publication of
When China Rules the World, the landscape of world power has shifted dramatically. In the three years since the first edition was published, When
China Rules the World has proved to be a remarkably prescient book, transforming the nature of the debate on China. Now, in this greatly expanded
and fully updated edition, boasting nearly 300 pages of new material, and backed up by the latest statistical data, Martin Jacques renews his assault
on conventional thinking about China’s ascendancy, showing how its impact will be as much political and cultural as economic, changing the world as
we know it. First published in 2009 to widespread critical acclaim - and controversy - When China Rules the World: The End of the Western World and
the Birth of a New Global Order has sold a quarter of a million copies, been translated into eleven languages, nominated for two major literary awards,
and is the subject of an immensely popular TED talk.

Why Nations Fail Currency
Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail answers the question that has stumped the experts for centuries: Why are some nations rich and
others poor, divided by wealth and poverty, health and sickness, food and famine? Is it culture, the weather, geography? Perhaps ignorance of what
the right policies are? Simply, no. None of these factors is either definitive or destiny. Otherwise, how to explain why Botswana has become one of the
fastest growing countries in the world, while other African nations, such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and Sierra Leone, are mired in poverty and
violence? Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson conclusively show that it is man-made political and economic institutions that underlie economic
success (or lack of it). Korea, to take just one of their fascinating examples, is a remarkably homogeneous nation, yet the people of North Korea are
among the poorest on earth while their brothers and sisters in South Korea are among the richest. The south forged a society that created incentives,
rewarded innovation, and allowed everyone to participate in economic opportunities. The economic success thus spurred was sustained because the
government became accountable and responsive to citizens and the great mass of people. Sadly, the people of the north have endured decades of
famine, political repression, and very different economic institutions—with no end in sight. The differences between the Koreas is due to the politics
that  created  these  completely  different  institutional  trajectories.  Based  on  fifteen  years  of  original  research  Acemoglu  and  Robinson  marshall
extraordinary historical evidence from the Roman Empire, the Mayan city-states, medieval Venice, the Soviet Union, Latin America, England, Europe,
the United States, and Africa to build a new theory of political economy with great relevance for the big questions of today, including: - China has built
an authoritarian growth machine. Will it continue to grow at such high speed and overwhelm the West? - Are America’s best days behind it? Are we
moving  from  a  virtuous  circle  in  which  efforts  by  elites  to  aggrandize  power  are  resisted  to  a  vicious  one  that  enriches  and  empowers  a  small
minority? - What is the most effective way to help move billions of people from the rut of poverty to prosperity? More philanthropy from the wealthy
nations of the West? Or learning the hard-won lessons of Acemoglu and Robinson’s breakthrough ideas on the interplay between inclusive political
and economic institutions? Why Nations Fail will change the way you look at—and understand—the world.

Anne Carson: Antiquity Bloomsbury Publishing
From her seminal Eros the Bittersweet (1986) to her experimental Float (2016), Bakkhai (2017) and Norma Jeane Baker of Troy (2019), Anne Carson's
engagement with antiquity has been deeply influential to generations of readers, both inside and outside of academia. One reason for her success is
the versatile scope of her classically-oriented oeuvre, which she rethinks across multiple media and categories. Yet an equally significant reason is
her profile as a classicist. In this role, Carson unfailingly refuses to conform to the established conventions and situated practices of her discipline, in
favour of a mode of reading classical literature that allows for interpretative and creative freedom. From a multi-praxis, cross-disciplinary perspective,
the volume explores the erudite indiscipline of Carson's classicism as it emerges in her poetry, translations, essays, and visual artistry. It argues that
her classicism is irreducible to a single vision, and that it is best approached as integral to the protean character of her artistic thought. Anne
Carson/Antiquity  collects  twenty  essays  by  poets,  translators,  artists,  practitioners  and  scholars.  It  offers  the  first  collective  study  of  the  author's
classicism, while drawing attention to one of the most avant-garde, multifaceted readings of the classical past.

Socialism: A Very Short Introduction OUP Oxford
What is socialism? Does it have a future, or has it become an outdated ideology in the 21st century? Michael Newman examines and explains the
successes and failures of modern socialism by taking an international perspective — ranging from communism in Cuba to social democracy in
Sweden. Discussing its evolution from the industrial towns of the 19th century to its response to the feminist, green, and anti-capitalist movements
today, Newman concludes that, with its values of equality, solidarity, and cooperation, socialism remains as relevant as ever but that it needs to learn
lessons from the past. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Escape from Rome Princeton University Press
The gripping story of how the end of the Roman Empire was the beginning of the modern world The fall of the Roman Empire has long been
considered one of the greatest disasters in history. But in this groundbreaking book, Walter Scheidel argues that Rome's dramatic collapse was

actually the best thing that ever happened, clearing the path for Europe's economic rise and the creation of the modern age. Ranging across the
entire premodern world, Escape from Rome offers new answers to some of the biggest questions in history: Why did the Roman Empire appear? Why
did nothing like it ever return to Europe? And, above all, why did Europeans come to dominate the world? In an absorbing narrative that begins with
ancient Rome but stretches far beyond it, from Byzantium to China and from Genghis Khan to Napoleon, Scheidel shows how the demise of Rome and
the enduring failure of empire-building on European soil launched an economic transformation that changed the continent and ultimately the world.

The Decline of the West Oxford University Press, USA
Spengler's work describes how we have entered into a centuries-long "world-historical" phase comparable to late antiquity, and his controversial
ideas spark debate over the meaning of historiography.

Cities Open Road + Grove/Atlantic
In Cities, the acclaimed historian John Reader takes us on a journey of the city—from its earliest example in the Ancient Near East to today’s teeming
centers of compressed existence, such as Mumbai and Tokyo. Cities are home to half the planet’s population and consume nearly three-quarters of its
natural resources. For Reader, they are our most natural artifacts, the civic spirit of our collective ingenuity. He gives us the ecological and functional
context of how cities evolved throughout human history—the connection between pottery making and childbirth in ancient Anatolia, plumbing and
politics in ancient Rome, and revolution and street planning in nineteenth-century Paris. This illuminating study helps us to understand how urban
centers thrive, decline, and rise again—and prepares us for the role cities will play in the future.

Why Did Europe Conquer the World? Princeton University Press
The startling economic and political answers behind Europe's historical dominance Between 1492 and 1914, Europeans conquered 84 percent of the
globe. But why did Europe establish global dominance, when for centuries the Chinese, Japanese, Ottomans, and South Asians were far more
advanced?  In  Why  Did  Europe  Conquer  the  World?,  Philip  Hoffman  demonstrates  that  conventional  explanations—such  as  geography,  epidemic
disease, and the Industrial Revolution—fail to provide answers. Arguing instead for the pivotal role of economic and political history, Hoffman shows
that if certain variables had been different, Europe would have been eclipsed, and another power could have become master of the world. Hoffman
sheds light on the two millennia of economic, political, and historical changes that set European states on a distinctive path of development, military
rivalry,  and war.  This resulted in astonishingly rapid growth in Europe's military sector,  and produced an insurmountable lead in gunpowder
technology. The consequences determined which states established colonial empires or ran the slave trade, and even which economies were the first
to industrialize. Debunking traditional arguments, Why Did Europe Conquer the World? reveals the startling reasons behind Europe's historic global
supremacy.

Factfulness Flatiron Books
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “One of the most important books I’ve ever read—an indispensable guide to thinking clearly about the world.”
– Bill Gates “Hans Rosling tells the story of ‘the secret silent miracle of human progress’ as only he can. But Factfulness does much more than that. It
also explains why progress is so often secret and silent and teaches readers how to see it clearly.” —Melinda Gates "Factfulness by Hans Rosling, an
outstanding  international  public  health  expert,  is  a  hopeful  book  about  the  potential  for  human  progress  when  we  work  off  facts  rather  than  our
inherent biases." - Former U.S. President Barack Obama Factfulness: The stress-reducing habit of only carrying opinions for which you have strong
supporting facts. When asked simple questions about global trends—what percentage of the world’s population live in poverty; why the world’s
population is increasing; how many girls finish school—we systematically get the answers wrong. So wrong that a chimpanzee choosing answers at
random will consistently outguess teachers, journalists, Nobel laureates, and investment bankers. In Factfulness, Professor of International Health and
global  TED  phenomenon  Hans  Rosling,  together  with  his  two  long-time  collaborators,  Anna  and  Ola,  offers  a  radical  new  explanation  of  why  this
happens. They reveal the ten instincts that distort our perspective—from our tendency to divide the world into two camps (usually some version of us
and them) to the way we consume media (where fear rules) to how we perceive progress (believing that most things are getting worse). Our problem
is that we don’t know what we don’t know, and even our guesses are informed by unconscious and predictable biases. It turns out that the world, for
all its imperfections, is in a much better state than we might think. That doesn’t mean there aren’t real concerns. But when we worry about
everything all the time instead of embracing a worldview based on facts, we can lose our ability to focus on the things that threaten us most. Inspiring
and revelatory, filled with lively anecdotes and moving stories, Factfulness is an urgent and essential book that will change the way you see the world
and empower you to respond to the crises and opportunities of the future. --- “This book is my last battle in my life-long mission to fight devastating
ignorance...Previously I armed myself with huge data sets, eye-opening software, an energetic learning style and a Swedish bayonet for sword-
swallowing. It wasn’t enough. But I hope this book will be.” Hans Rosling, February 2017.

Archaeology as Cultural History Wiley-Blackwell
This book shows the reader how much archaeologists can learn from recent developments in cultural history.

The Daily Show (The Book) Grand Central Publishing
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER The complete, uncensored history of the award-winning The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, as told by its correspondents,
writers, and host. For almost seventeen years, The Daily Show with Jon Stewart brilliantly redefined the borders between television comedy, political
satire,  and  opinionated  news  coverage.  It  launched  the  careers  of  some of  today's  most  significant  comedians,  highlighted  the  hypocrisies  of  the
powerful, and garnered 23 Emmys. Now the show's behind-the-scenes gags, controversies, and camaraderie will  be chronicled by the players
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themselves, from legendary host Jon Stewart to the star cast members and writers-including Samantha Bee, Stephen Colbert, John Oliver, and Steve
Carell - plus some of The Daily Show's most prominent guests and adversaries: John and Cindy McCain, Glenn Beck, Tucker Carlson, and many more.
This oral history takes the reader behind the curtain for all the show's highlights, from its origins as Comedy Central's underdog late-night program to
Trevor Noah's succession, rising from a scrappy jester in the 24-hour political news cycle to become part of the beating heart of politics-a trusted
source for not only comedy but also commentary, with a reputation for calling bullshit and an ability to effect real change in the world. Through years
of incisive election coverage, passionate debates with President Obama and Hillary Clinton, feuds with Bill O'Reilly and Fox, and provocative takes on
Wall Street and racism, The Daily Show has been a cultural touchstone. Now, for the first time, the people behind the show's seminal moments come
together to share their memories of the last-minute rewrites, improvisations, pranks, romances, blow-ups, and moments of Zen both on and off the
set of one of America's most groundbreaking shows.

Civilization
In 1412, Europe was a miserable backwater ravaged by plague, bad sanitation and incessant war, while the Orient was home to dazzling civilizations.
Yet, somehow, the West came to dominate the Rest for most of the next half millennium. In this vital, brilliant book, Niall Ferguson reveals the six
'killer applications' that the Rest lacked- competition, science, property rights, medicine, consumerism and the work ethic. And he asks- do we still
have these winning tools? Or is this the end of Western ascendancy? Winner of the Estoril Global Issues Distinguished Book Prize 2013

Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World Crown
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The startling true history of how one extraordinary man from a remote corner of the world created an empire that led
the world into the modern age—by the author featured in Echoes of the Empire: Beyond Genghis Khan. The Mongol army led by Genghis Khan
subjugated more lands and people in twenty-five years than the Romans did in four hundred. In nearly every country the Mongols conquered, they
brought an unprecedented rise in cultural communication, expanded trade, and a blossoming of civilization. Vastly more progressive than his
European or Asian counterparts, Genghis Khan abolished torture, granted universal religious freedom, and smashed feudal systems of aristocratic
privilege. From the story of his rise through the tribal culture to the explosion of civilization that the Mongol Empire unleashed, this brilliant work of
revisionist history is nothing less than the epic story of how the modern world was made.

Why Europe Grew Rich and Asia Did Not Cambridge University Press
Why Europe Grew Rich and Asia Did Not provides a striking new answer to the classic question of why Europe industrialised from the late eighteenth
century  and  Asia  did  not.  Drawing  significantly  from  the  case  of  India,  Prasannan  Parthasarathi  shows  that  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth
centuries the advanced regions of Europe and Asia were more alike than different, both characterized by sophisticated and growing economies. Their
subsequent divergence can be attributed to different competitive and ecological pressures that in turn produced varied state policies and economic
outcomes. This account breaks with conventional views, which hold that divergence occurred because Europe possessed superior markets, rationality,
science  or  institutions.  It  offers  instead  a  groundbreaking  rereading  of  global  economic  development  that  ranges  from  India,  Japan  and  China  to
Britain, France and the Ottoman Empire and from the textile and coal industries to the roles of science, technology and the state.

The World Before Us Penguin UK
'The who, what, where, when and how of human evolution, from one of the world's experts on the dating of prehistoric fossils' Steve Brusatte, author
of The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs 'Fascinating and entertaining. If you read one book on human origins, this should be it' Ian Morris, author of Why
the West Rules - For Now 50,000 years ago, we were not the only species of human in the world. There were at least four others, including the
Neanderthals, Homo floresiensis, Homo luzonesis and the Denisovans. At the forefront of the latter's ground-breaking discovery was Oxford Professor
Tom Higham. In The World Before Us, he explains the scientific and technological advancements - in radiocarbon dating and ancient DNA, for example
- that allowed each of these discoveries to be made, enabling us to be more accurate in our predictions about not just how long ago these other
humans  lived,  but  how  they  lived,  interacted  and  live  on  in  our  genes  today.  This  is  the  story  of  us,  told  for  the  first  time  with  its  full  cast  of
characters.  'Exciting'  David  Abulafia,  author  of  The  Boundless  Sea  'Remarkable'  Rebecca  Wragg  Sykes,  author  of  Kindred  'Thrilling'  David  Reich,
author of Who We Are and How We Got Here 'Brilliant' Chris Gosden, author of The History of Magic 'Gripping and fun' Paul Collier, author of The
Bottom Billion 'Essential' Barry Cunliffe, author of The Scythians 'Profoundly entertaining' Brian Fagan, author of World Prehistory

The Comfort of Things John Wiley & Sons
What do we know about ordinary people in our towns and cities, about what really matters to them and how they organize their lives today? This book
visits an ordinary street and looks into thirty households. It reveals the aspirations and frustrations, the tragedies and accomplishments that are
played out behind the doors. It focuses on the things that matter to these people, which quite often turn out to be material things – their house, the
dog, their music, the Christmas decorations. These are the means by which they express who they have become, and relationships to objects turn out
to be central to their relationships with other people – children, lovers, brothers and friends. If this is a typical street in a modern city like London, then
what kind of society is this? It’s not a community, nor a neighbourhood, nor is it a collection of isolated individuals. It isn’t dominated by the family.
We assume that social life is corrupted by materialism, made superficial and individualistic by a surfeit of consumer goods, but this is misleading. If
the street isn’t any of these things, then what is it? This brilliant and revealing portrayal of a street in modern London, written by one the most
prominent anthropologists, shows how much is to be gained when we stop lamenting what we think we used to be and focus instead on what we are
now becoming. It reveals the forms by which ordinary people make sense of their lives, and the ways in which objects become our companions in the
daily struggle to make life meaningful.

Worlds at War OUP Oxford
The  differences  that  divide  West  from  East  go  deeper  than  politics,  deeper  than  religion,  argues  Anthony  Pagden.  To  understand  this  volatile
relationship, and how it has played out over the centuries, we need to go back before the Crusades, before the birth of Islam, before the birth of
Christianity, to the fifth century BCE. Europe was born out of Asia and for centuries the two shared a single history. But when the Persian emperor
Xerxes tried to conquer Greece, a struggle began which has never ceased. This book tells the story of that long conflict. First Alexander the Great and
then the Romans tried to unite Europe and Asia into a single civilization. With the conversion of the West to Christianity and much of the East to Islam,
a bitter war broke out between two universal religions, each claiming world dominance. By the seventeenth century, with the decline of the Church,
the contest had shifted from religion to philosophy: the West's scientific rationality in contrast to those sought ultimate guidance it in the words of
God. The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries witnessed the disintegration of the great Muslim empires - the Ottoman, the Mughal, and the Safavid in
Iran - and the increasing Western domination of the whole of Asia. The resultant attempt to mix Islam and Western modernism sparked off a struggle
in the Islamic world between reformers and traditionalists which persists to this day. The wars between East and West have not only been the longest
and most costly in human history, they have also formed the West's vision of itself as independent, free, secular, and now democratic. They have
shaped, and continue to shape, the nature of the modern world.

The China Boom
Ho-fung Hung details the competing interests and economic realities that temper the dream of Chinese supremacy. Hung focuses on four common
misconceptions:  that  China could  undermine orthodoxy by  offering an alternative  model  of  growth;  that  China is  radically  altering  power  relations
between the East and the West; that China is capable of diminishing the global power of the United States; and that the Chinese economy would
restore the world's wealth after the 2008 financial crisis. His work reveals how much China depends on the existing order and how the interests of the
Chinese elites maintain these ties.

Why Europe? The Rise of the West in World History 1500-1850 McGraw-Hill Humanities Social
Explores one of the biggest questions of historical debate: how among Eurasia's interconnected centers of power, it was Europe that came to
dominate much of the world.

The Anarchy Bloomsbury Publishing
THE TOP 5 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'S BEST BOOKS OF 2019 THE TIMES HISTORY BOOK OF THE YEAR FINALIST FOR THE
CUNDILL HISTORY PRIZE 2020 LONGLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE  GIFFORD PRIZE FOR NON-FICTION 2019 A FINANCIAL TIMES,  OBSERVER,  DAILY
TELEGRAPH, WALL STREET JOURNAL AND TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 'Dalrymple is a superb historian with a visceral understanding of India ... A book
of beauty' – Gerard DeGroot, The Times In August 1765 the East India Company defeated the young Mughal emperor and forced him to establish a
new administration in his richest provinces. Run by English merchants who collected taxes using a ruthless private army, this new regime saw the
East India Company transform itself from an international trading corporation into something much more unusual: an aggressive colonial power in the
guise of a multinational business. William Dalrymple tells the remarkable story of the East India Company as it has never been told before, unfolding a
timely cautionary tale of the first global corporate power.

The Righteous Mind Vintage
The bestseller that challenges conventional thinking about morality, politics, and religion in a way that speaks to conservatives and liberals alike—a
“landmark contribution to humanity’s understanding of itself” (The New York Times Book Review). Drawing on his twenty-five years of groundbreaking
research on moral psychology, social psychologist Jonathan Haidt shows how moral judgments arise not from reason but from gut feelings. He shows
why liberals, conservatives, and libertarians have such different intuitions about right and wrong, and he shows why each side is actually right about
many of its central concerns. In this subtle yet accessible book, Haidt gives you the key to understanding the miracle of human cooperation, as well
as the curse of our eternal divisions and conflicts. If you’re ready to trade in anger for understanding, read The Righteous Mind.

Has the West Lost It? Penguin UK
The West's two-century epoch as global powerhouse is at an end. A new world order, with China and India as the strongest economies, dawns. How
will the West react to its new status of superpower in decline? In Kishore Mahbubani's timely polemic, he argues passionately that the West can no
longer presume to impose its ideology on the world,  and crucially,  that it  must stop seeking to intervene, politically and militarily,  in the affairs of
other nations. He examines the West's greatest follies of recent times: the humiliation of Russia at the end of the Cold War, which led to the rise of
Putin, and the invasion of Iraq after 9/11, which destabilised the Middle East. Yet, he argues, essential to future world peace are the Western
constructs of democracy and reason, which it must continue to promote, by diplomacy rather than force, via multilateral institutions of global
governance such as the UN. Only by recognising its changing status, and seeking to influence rather than dominate, he warns, can the West continue
to play a key geopolitical role. 'Kishore Mahbubani might well be the most intelligent, friendly and doggedly persistent critic of the West. In this brief
book, he delivers some of his trademark analysis and pungent observations. We should all think of it as the cold shower that is urgently needed to
revive the West' Fareed Zakaria, author of The Post-American World 'A powerful, disputatious book. It's not comfortable reading, and it wasn't meant
to be' Paul Kennedy, Director of International Security Studies and Professor of History at Yale University

Carnage and Culture Anchor
Examining nine landmark battles from ancient to modern times--from Salamis, where outnumbered Greeks devastated the slave army of Xerxes, to
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Cortes’s conquest of Mexico to the Tet offensive--Victor Davis Hanson explains why the armies of the West have been the most lethal and effective of
any  fighting  forces  in  the  world.  Looking  beyond  popular  explanations  such  as  geography  or  superior  technology,  Hanson  argues  that  it  is  in  fact
Western culture and values–the tradition of dissent, the value placed on inventiveness and adaptation, the concept of citizenship–which have
consistently  produced  superior  arms  and  soldiers.  Offering  riveting  battle  narratives  and  a  balanced  perspective  that  avoids  simple  triumphalism,
Carnage and Culture demonstrates how armies cannot be separated from the cultures that produce them and explains why an army produced by a
free culture will always have the advantage.

Anarchism: A Very Short Introduction Oxford University Press
What do anarchists want? Can anarchy ever function effectively as a political force? Is anarchism more 'organized' and 'reasonable' than is currently
perceived? Colin Ward explains what anarchism means and who anarchists are in this illuminating and accessible introduction to the subject.

A Farewell to Alms Princeton University Press
Why are some parts of the world so rich and others so poor? Why did the Industrial Revolution--and the unprecedented economic growth that came
with it--occur in eighteenth-century England, and not at some other time, or in some other place? Why didn't industrialization make the whole world
rich--and why did it make large parts of the world even poorer? In A Farewell to Alms, Gregory Clark tackles these profound questions and suggests a
new and provocative way in which culture--not exploitation, geography, or resources--explains the wealth, and the poverty, of nations. Countering the
prevailing theory that the Industrial Revolution was sparked by the sudden development of stable political, legal, and economic institutions in
seventeenth-century Europe, Clark shows that such institutions existed long before industrialization. He argues instead that these institutions
gradually led to deep cultural changes by encouraging people to abandon hunter-gatherer instincts-violence, impatience, and economy of effort-and
adopt economic habits-hard work, rationality, and education. The problem, Clark says, is that only societies that have long histories of settlement and
security  seem to  develop the cultural  characteristics  and effective workforces  that  enable  economic  growth.  For  the many societies  that  have not
enjoyed long periods of stability, industrialization has not been a blessing. Clark also dissects the notion, championed by Jared Diamond in Guns,
Germs, and Steel, that natural endowments such as geography account for differences in the wealth of nations. A brilliant and sobering challenge to
the idea that poor societies can be economically developed through outside intervention, A Farewell to Alms may change the way global economic
history is understood.

The Creation and Destruction of Value Harvard University Press
Harold James examines the vulnerability and fragility of processes of globalization, both historically and in the present. This book applies lessons from
past  breakdowns  of  globalization—above  all  in  the  Great  Depression—to  show  how financial  crises  provoke  backlashes  against  global  integration:
against the mobility of capital or goods, but also against flows of migration. By a parallel examination of the financial panics of 1929 and 1931 as well
as that of 2008, he shows how banking and monetary collapses suddenly and radically alter the rules of engagement for every other type of economic
activity. Increased calls for state action in countercyclical fiscal policy bring demands for trade protection. In the open economy of the twenty-first
century, such calls are only viable in very large states—probably only in the United States and China. By contrast, in smaller countries demand
trickles out of the national container, creating jobs in other countries. The international community is thus paralyzed, and international institutions are
challenged by conflicts of interest. The book shows the looming psychological and material consequences of an interconnected world for people and
the institutions they create.

The Lincoln Highway Penguin
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER More than ONE MILLION copies sold A TODAY Show Read with Jenna Book Club Pick A New York Times Notable
Book, and Chosen by Oprah Daily, Time, NPR, The Washington Post and Barack Obama as a Best Book of the Year “Wise and wildly entertaining . . .
permeated with light, wit, youth.” —The New York Times Book Review “A classic that we will read for years to come.” —Jenna Bush Hager, Read with
Jenna book club “A real joyride . . . elegantly constructed and compulsively readable.” – NPR The bestselling author of A Gentleman in Moscow and
Rules  of  Civility  and  master  of  absorbing,  sophisticated  fiction  returns  with  a  stylish  and  propulsive  novel  set  in  1950s  America  In  June,  1954,
eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the warden of the juvenile work farm where he has just served fifteen months for
involuntary manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently deceased, and the family farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett's intention
is to pick up his eight-year-old brother, Billy, and head to California where they can start their lives anew. But when the warden drives away, Emmett
discovers that two friends from the work farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of the warden's car. Together, they have hatched an altogether
different plan for Emmett's future, one that will take them all on a fateful journey in the opposite direction—to the City of New York. Spanning just ten
days and told from multiple points of view, Towles's third novel will satisfy fans of his multi-layered literary styling while providing them an array of
new and richly imagined settings, characters, and themes.

Capitalism: A Very Short Introduction OUP Oxford
What is capitalism? Is capitalism the same everywhere? Is there an alternative? The word 'capitalism' is one that is heard and used frequently, but
what is capitalism really all about, and what does it mean? This Very Short Introduction addresses questions such as 'what is capital?' before
discussing the history and development of capitalism through several detailed case studies, ranging from the tulipomania of 17th century Holland, the
Great  Depression of  the 1930s,  and in  this  new edition,  the impact  of  the global  financial  crisis  that  started in  2007-8.  James Fulcher  looks at  the
different forms that capitalism takes in Britain, Japan, Sweden, and the United States, and explores whether capitalism has escaped the nation-state

by going global. It ends by asking whether there is an alternative to capitalism, discussing socialism, communal and cooperative experiments, and the
alternatives proposed by environmentalists. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Principles for Dealing with the Changing World Order Simon and Schuster
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “A provocative read...There are few tomes that coherently map such broad economic histories as well as Mr. Dalio’s.
Perhaps more unusually, Mr. Dalio has managed to identify metrics from that history that can be applied to understand today.” —Andrew Ross Sorkin,
The New York Times From legendary investor Ray Dalio, author of the #1 New York Times bestseller Principles, who has spent half a century studying
global economies and markets, Principles for Dealing with the Changing World Order examines history’s most turbulent economic and political periods
to reveal why the times ahead will likely be radically different from those we’ve experienced in our lifetimes—and to offer practical advice on how to
navigate them well. A few years ago, Ray Dalio noticed a confluence of political and economic conditions he hadn’t encountered before. They included
huge debts and zero or near-zero interest rates that led to massive printing of money in the world’s three major reserve currencies; big political and
social conflicts within countries, especially the US, due to the largest wealth, political, and values disparities in more than 100 years; and the rising of
a  world  power  (China)  to  challenge  the  existing  world  power  (US)  and  the  existing  world  order.  The  last  time  that  this  confluence  occurred  was
between 1930 and 1945. This realization sent Dalio on a search for the repeating patterns and cause/effect relationships underlying all major changes
in wealth and power over the last 500 years. In this remarkable and timely addition to his Principles series, Dalio brings readers along for his study of
the major empires—including the Dutch, the British, and the American—putting into perspective the “Big Cycle” that has driven the successes and
failures of all the world’s major countries throughout history. He reveals the timeless and universal forces behind these shifts and uses them to look
into the future, offering practical principles for positioning oneself for what’s ahead.

The Right Side of History HarperCollins
A #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! Human beings have never had it better than we have it now in the West. So why are we on the verge of
throwing it all away? In 2016, New York Times bestselling author Ben Shapiro spoke at the University of California–Berkeley. Hundreds of police
officers were required to protect his speech. What was so frightening about Shapiro? He came to argue that Western civilization is in the midst of a
crisis of purpose and ideas; that we have let grievances replace our sense of community and political expediency limit our individual rights; that we
are teaching our kids that their emotions matter more than rational debate; and that the only meaning in life is arbitrary and subjective. As a society,
we are forgetting that almost everything great that has ever happened in history happened because of people who believed in both Judeo-Christian
values and in the Greek-born power of reason. In The Right Side of History, Shapiro sprints through more than 3,500 years, dozens of philosophers,
and the thicket of modern politics to show how our freedoms are built upon the twin notions that every human being is made in God’s image and that
human beings were created with reason capable of exploring God’s world. We can thank these values for the birth of science, the dream of progress,
human rights, prosperity, peace, and artistic beauty. Jerusalem and Athens built America, ended slavery, defeated the Nazis and the Communists,
lifted billions from poverty, and gave billions more spiritual purpose. Yet we are in the process of abandoning Judeo-Christian values and Greek natural
law, watching our civilization collapse into age-old tribalism, individualistic hedonism, and moral subjectivism. We believe we can satisfy ourselves
with intersectionality, scientific materialism, progressive politics, authoritarian governance, or nationalistic solidarity. We can’t. The West is special,
and in The Right Side of History, Ben Shapiro bravely explains how we have lost sight of the moral purpose that drives each of us to be better, the
sacred duty to work together for the greater good,.

The Dynamics of Ancient Empires Oxford University Press
The world's first known empires took shape in Mesopotamia between the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea and the Persian Gulf, beginning
around 2350 BCE. The next 2,500 years witnessed sustained imperial growth, bringing a growing share of humanity under the control of ever-fewer
states. Two thousand years ago, just four major powers--the Roman, Parthian, Kushan, and Han empires--ruled perhaps two-thirds of the earth's
entire population. Yet despite empires' prominence in the early history of civilization, there have been surprisingly few attempts to study the
dynamics of ancient empires in the western Old World comparatively. Such grand comparisons were popular in the eighteenth century, but scholars
then had only Greek and Latin literature and the Hebrew Bible as evidence,  and necessarily  framed the problem in different,  more limited,  terms.
Near Eastern texts, and knowledge of their languages, only appeared in large amounts in the later nineteenth century. Neither Karl Marx nor Max
Weber could make much use of this material, and not until the 1920s were there enough archaeological data to make syntheses of early European
and west Asian history possible. But one consequence of the increase in empirical knowledge was that twentieth-century scholars generally defined
the disciplinary and geographical boundaries of their specialties more narrowly than their Enlightenment predecessors had done, shying away from
large questions and cross-cultural comparisons. As a result, Greek and Roman empires have largely been studied in isolation from those of the Near
East. This volume is designed to address these deficits and encourage dialogue across disciplinary boundaries by examining the fundamental features
of the successive and partly overlapping imperial states that dominated much of the Near East and the Mediterranean in the first millennia BCE and
CE. A substantial introductory discussion of recent thought on the mechanisms of imperial state formation prefaces the five newly commissioned case
studies  of  the  Neo-Assyrian,  Achaemenid  Persian,  Athenian,  Roman,  and  Byzantine  empires.  A  final  chapter  draws  on  the  findings  of  evolutionary
psychology to improve our understanding of ultimate causation in imperial predation and exploitation in a wide range of historical systems from all
over the globe. Contributors include John Haldon, Jack Goldstone, Peter Bedford, Josef Wieseh?fer, Ian Morris, Walter Scheidel, and Keith Hopkins,
whose essay on Roman political economy was completed just before his death in 2004.


