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ONCE THERE WAS A WAR BOOK TESTIMONIAL

Welcome to our extensive publication testimonial! We are thrilled
to take you on a literary trip and study the midsts of Once There
Was A War we have picked to assess. Our aim is to captivate your
passion and provide you with an in-depth analysis of the story,
personalities,  and  styles.  With  our  publication  evaluation,  we
hope to give you a peek into the world of literature and motivate
you to get  a duplicate and check out  on your own.  Whether
you're a book lover or an informal viewers, we've obtained you
covered.  So,  without  additional  trouble,  let's  begin  on  this
amazing journey and explore the book together!

INTRO TO ONCE THERE WAS A WAR PUBLICATION

Welcome to our Once There Was A War book review! Today, we
will be taking a closer look at a fascinating novel that we believe
you'll enjoy. First, let's begin with a brief overview of guide.
The book is embeded in a small town in the Midwest and adheres
to the story of a young woman named Sarah. She is battling to
find her area worldwide, and as the unique proceeds, she starts a
trip of self-discovery that is both emotional and inspiring.
The book Once There Was A War reveals most of life's obstacles
and explores themes such as love, loss, and personal growth. But
before we enter the fundamentals of the story, allow's take a
better consider the book's primary personalities.

ONCE THERE WAS A WAR STORY SUMMARY

After  presenting  the  personalities  and  setting,  the  tale  takes  off
as  the  primary  personality  faces  a  collection  of  challenges.
Throughout Once There Was A War, we see the lead character
battle with various barriers and attempt to conquer them.
Amidst the chaos, a romance unravels as the lead character falls
for one more personality. Their partnership is checked as they
deal with numerous obstacles with each other.
As  the  story  advances,  the  story  enlarges  with  unanticipated
turns  and  shocking  revelations.  We  witness  the  personalities
withstand  broken  heart,  betrayal,  and  loss.  Yet,  they  are
determined and remain to defend what they count on.
The climax of  guide Once There  Was A War  is  extreme and
psychologically  charged.  The  lead  character  encounters  their
most  significant  difficulty  yet  and  has  to  make  a  life-altering
choice. The resolution is pleasing, providing closure for every one
of the personalities and their stories.

Analysis of Once There Was
A War Plot
The story of guide is well-crafted, with weaves that maintain the
visitor involved. The tale is busy and never plain, maintaining the
reader on the edge of their seat.
The love story includes one more layer to the plot,  giving an
enchanting and emotional element to the story. The obstacles the
personalities  face  make  the  love  story  much  more  enjoyable
when they conquer them with each other.

The climax of Once There Was A War is the emphasize of the
story,  leaving a strong impact on the viewers.  The resolution
locks  up  all  loosened  ends  and  leaves  the  visitor  sensation
satisfied with the result.

On the whole, the story of Once There Was A War is
appealing and well-written.
The weaves keep the reader interested throughout.
The romance includes an emotional aspect to Once There
Was A War story.
The climax of Once There Was A War is extreme and
provides closure for all of the personalities.

Keep tuned for our next section where we will certainly analyze
the key personalities in Once There Was A War publication.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS IN ONCE THERE WAS A WAR

As we continue our book review, allow's take a better consider
the  characters  that  comprise  the  heart  of  this  story.  Each
personality is special and adds to the total story, producing an
interesting read.

Lead character
The lead character of Once There Was A War is a complex
character, grappling with a challenging past and
encountering difficulties in the present. Their trip
throughout the story is one of self-discovery and
development.
As guide proceeds, we see the protagonist progress and
challenge their internal satanic forces, bring about a
rewarding personality arc.

Antagonist
The villain of Once There Was A War is similarly engaging,
with their own inspirations and backstory that drive their
actions.
While their activities might be suspicious, the antagonist is
not a one-dimensional villain and has their very own battles
they are taking care of.

Sustaining Personalities in
Once There Was A War

The supporting characters in Once There Was A War
publication additionally play a crucial duty in the tale, with
every one including deepness and intricacy to the
narrative.
From the lead character's devoted friend to the mystical
unfamiliar person the antagonist befriends, the supporting
actors assists to bring the globe of the tale to life.

In general, the personality development in this book is one of its
strengths.  Each personality is  well-crafted and includes in the
overall story, creating an absolutely delightful read.
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FINAL VERDICT

After reading and evaluating Once There Was A War from cover
to cover, we have actually come to our last judgment.

The Pros
One of the major highlights of this publication Once There Was A
War  is  its  unique  narration  design  which  keeps  the  visitors
engaged  throughout  guide.  Moreover,  the  strong  characters
make the book extra relatable and delightful to check out. In
addition, the plot spins keep the viewers on their toes, making
guide unpredictable and exciting.

The Cons
Nevertheless, there were some facets that we discovered lacking.
The pacing of Once There Was A War was slow-moving at times,
which made it really feel dragged out. In addition, there were
some loosened ends that were not locked up by the end of guide,
which left us with unanswered questions.

Final Ideas
Overall, we believe that Once There Was A War is worth a read, in
spite of some minor flaws. The distinct storytelling style, relatable
personalities, and plot twists make it a worthwhile addition to
your shelf. So, if you're looking for a fascinating read, Once There
Was A War is certainly worth considering.

Once There Was a War Penguin
A Penguin Classic “Age can never dull this kind of writing,” writes
the Chicago Tribune of John Steinbeck’s dispatches from World
War  II,  filed  for  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune  in  1943,  which
vividly captured the human side of war. Writing from England in
the midst of the London blitz, North Africa, and Italy, Steinbeck
focuses  on  the  people  as  opposed  to  the  battles,  portraying
everyone from the guys in the bomber crew to Bob Hope on his
USO tour. He eats and drinks with soldiers behind enemy lines,
talks  with  them, and fights  beside them. First  published in  book
form in 1958, these writings, now with a new introduction by
Mark Bowden, create an unforgettable portrait of life in wartime
that continues to resonate with truth and humanity.

Once There Was a War Penguin UK
Set  in  England,  Africa  and  Italy  this  collection  of  Steinbeck's
World War II news correspondence was written for the New Yolk
Herald Tribune in the latter part of 1943.

Once There Was a War Penguin UK
Set  in  England,  Africa  and  Italy  this  collection  of  Steinbeck's
World War II news correspondence was written for the New Yolk
Herald Tribune in the latter part of 1943.

There Once was a War

The Collected Color Photography of World War II Studio
Complemented by a text by General Chuck Yeager and Colonel
Bud Anderson, a unique collection of  more than two hundred
stirring  full-color  photographs  depicts  the  soldiers,  airmen,
sailors, and the home front of history's greatest war. 50,000 first
printing.

War: How Conflict Shaped Us Random House

Is  peace an aberration?  The bestselling  author  of  Paris  1919
offers  a  provocative  view  of  war  as  an  essential  component  of
humanity. NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW AND THE EAST HAMPTON
STAR “Margaret MacMillan has produced another seminal work. . .
. She is right that we must, more than ever, think about war. And
she  has  shown  us  how  in  this  brilliant,  elegantly  written
book.”—H.R.  McMaster,  author  of  Dereliction  of  Duty  and
Battlegrounds: The Fight to Defend the Free World The instinct to
fight  may  be  innate  in  human  nature,  but  war—organized
violence—comes  with  organized  society.  War  has  shaped
humanity’s history, its social and political institutions, its values
and ideas.  Our  very language,  our  public  spaces,  our  private
memories, and some of our greatest cultural treasures reflect the
glory  and  the  misery  of  war.  War  is  an  uncomfortable  and
challenging subject not least because it brings out both the vilest
and the noblest aspects of humanity. Margaret MacMillan looks at
the ways in which war has influenced human society and how, in
turn, changes in political organization, technology, or ideologies
have affected how and why we fight.  War:  How Conflict  Shaped
Us explores such much-debated and controversial questions as:
When  did  war  first  start?  Does  human  nature  doom  us  to  fight
one another? Why has war been described as the most organized
of all human activities? Why are warriors almost always men? Is
war  ever  within  our  control?  Drawing  on  lessons  from  wars
throughout the past, from classical history to the present day,
MacMillan  reveals  the  many  faces  of  war—the  way  it  has
determined our past, our future, our views of the world, and our
very conception of ourselves.

The Second American Civil War: Book One the Red and the
Blue Lulu.com
Think It Can't Happen Here? Think Again: Operation Vigilant Eagle
HR 347 Million Vet March IRS Targeting Bundy Ranch Ferguson
Patriot  Act  Partisanship  is  on  the  rise,  the  economy  is  in  a
downward spiral, and there is a steady erosion of civil liberties.
These factors all contribute to a plotline that is as unthinkable as
it is inevitable. A Second American Civil War. From the backroom
deals  in  Washington  D.C.  to  the  front  lines  of  the  battlefield.
Daugherty  offers  an  unflinching  view  of  how  a  modern  war  on
American soil would play out. A nightmare scenario which will
come true.

How to Not Tell a War Story
HOW TO NOT TELL A WAR STORY is a collection of short stories
about veterans who went to war but left without a war story to
tell.  Forty years after  their  experience,  these veterans begins
question if there is something more to say about their military
service. Among other things, they come to appreciate the lovers,
friends,  and  family  who  helped  them shape  a  new,  post-war
identity. " . . . when the courage of NFL star Tillman was referred
to,  or  Jessica  Lynch  was  rescued,  they  all  found  themselves
thinking  back  to  their  long-ago tours.  Did  they  have stories?
Maybe memory had played tricks on them, obscuring what would
come to light at last. Back then, they hadn't studied forms for the
narration of danger, but now, more aware, could they reshape
their  experience for the new era? What,  after all,  about their
friend, Butterball?" Explore with Michael Lund the lives of these
veterans who discover being in the service is not something to be
edited out of a personal history, but an experience that stays in
memory, not an ending but the beginning of a measure of peace,
no matter how short the stint, or inglorious. Michael Lund is the
author of nine novels about Route 66 and the generation that
grew up in the Midwest in the 50s, including Route 66 to Vietnam:
A Draftee's Story, all published by Beach House Books.
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Now it Can Be Told

Steinbeck in Vietnam

Dispatches from the War University of Virginia Press
Although his career continued for almost three decades after the
1939 publication of The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck is still
most closely associated with his Depression-era works of social
struggle. But from Pearl Harbor on, he often wrote passionate
accounts  of  America’s  wars  based  on  his  own  firsthand
experience.  Vietnam  was  no  exception.  Thomas  E.  Barden’s
Steinbeck  in  Vietnam  offers  for  the  first  time  a  complete
collection  of  the  dispatches  Steinbeck  wrote  as  a  war
correspondent for Newsday. Rejected by the military because of
his reputation as a subversive, and reticent to document the war
officially  for  the  Johnson  administration,  Steinbeck  saw  in
Newsday a unique opportunity to put his skills to use. Between
December 1966 and May 1967, the sixty-four-year-old Steinbeck
toured the major combat areas of South Vietnam and traveled to
the north of Thailand and into Laos, documenting his experiences
in a series of  columns titled Letters to Alicia,  in reference to
Newsday publisher  Harry F.  Guggenheim’s deceased wife.  His
columns were controversial, coming at a time when opposition to
the  conflict  was  growing  and  even  ardent  supporters  were
beginning to question its course. As he dared to go into the field,
rode in helicopter gunships, and even fired artillery pieces, many
detractors called him a warmonger and worse. Readers today
might  be  surprised that  the  celebrated author  would  risk  his
literary reputation to document such a divisive war, particularly
at  the  end  of  his  career.  Drawing  on  four  primary-source
archives—the Steinbeck  collection  at  Princeton,  the  Papers  of
Harry F. Guggenheim at the Library of Congress, the Pierpont
Morgan  Library’s  Steinbeck  holdings,  and  the  archives  of
Newsday—Barden’s collection brings together the last published
writings  of  this  American  author  of  enduring  national  and
international stature. In addition to offering a definitive edition of
these essays,  Barden includes  extensive  notes  as  well  as  an
introduction that provides background on the essays themselves,
the  military  situation,  the  social  context  of  the  1960s,  and
Steinbeck’s personal and political attitudes at the time.

War Kids Hjlawson
When Jada wakes up in a hospital, the last thing she thinks is that
her life has completely changed forever. But when the very real
civil war forces her to flee from every open space, she must use
the  firearm  skills  her  father  taught  her  to  reunite  with  him  and
protect herself. Armed with a single gun and a key to an unknown
locker, Jada crosses Syria on a journey with a group of children
called the Fearless Freedom Fighters. With the leader, Zak, they
mount a plan to rescue their fathers while they try to cope with
the merciless murders of their families. As Jada and Zak lead the
group together, love blossoms, but with soldiers hot on their tail,
they need to stay vigilant in the face of war. War Kids is a story
about  the  Syrian  Civil  war  through  the  eyes  of  a  group  of
teenagers. Reviews "This is a taunt thought provoking book that
grips the reader from the very first page to the last." "This story
was heartbreaking and unique because it  is  told  through the
children's point of view. I can only recall one other story that
comes close to this one and that is The Works of Anne Frank. I
hope to read more of H.J. Lawson's work in the future." "Very
interesting story, very powerful. I can really feel the emotion."
"This book really touches my heart because there is so much
truth is in this book." "The detail is so brilliantly displayed, its
beautifully written. There are pretty intense chapters, its good...
scrap that its excellent. Love the work ...although I am upset. I

know  this  is  a  fictional  story,  but  I  just  can't  help  but  feel
extremely bad for all the lost lives especially the innocent and
young ones." "A REMARKABLE BOOK, DEMANDS TO BE READ" All
profits  from  the  book  will  be  going  to  the  save  the  children
charity.

When Books Went to War

The Stories That Helped Us Win World War II  Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt
Chronicles the joint effort of the U.S. government, the publishing
industry and the nation's librarians to boost troop morale during
World War II by shipping 120 million books to the front lines for
soldiers to read during what little downtime they had. 35,000 first
printing.

On War

A Great Place to Have a War

America in Laos and the Birth of a Military CIA Simon and
Schuster
1960.  President  Eisenhower  was  focused  on  Laos,  a  tiny
Southeast Asian nation. Washington feared the country would fall
to  communism,  triggering  a  domino  effect  in  the  rest  of
Southeast Asia. In January 1961, Eisenhower approved the CIA's
Operation Momentum, a plan to create a proxy army of ethnic
Hmong to fight communist forces in Laos. Kurlantzick shows how
the brutal  war  lasted nearly  two decades,  killed one-tenth of
Laos's  total  population,  and  changed  the  nature  of  the  CIA
forever.

Looking for the Good War

American Amnesia and the Violent Pursuit of Happiness
Farrar, Straus and Giroux
"Essential  reading.  This  eloquent,  far-ranging  analysis  of  the
national psyche goes as far as any book I've ever read toward
explaining the peculiar  American yen for war and more war."
—Ben Fountain, author of Billy Lynn's Long Halftime Walk and
Beautiful  Country  Burn  Again  In  Looking  for  the  Good  War,
Elizabeth D. Samet reexamines the literature, art,  and culture
that  emerged after  World War II,  bringing her  expertise as a
professor of English at West Point to bear on the complexity of
the postwar period in national life. She exposes the confusion
about  American  identity  that  was  expressed  during  and
immediately after the war, and the deep national ambivalence
toward war, violence, and veterans—all of which were suppressed
in subsequent decades by a dangerously sentimental  attitude
toward  the  United  States’  “exceptional”  history  and  destiny.
Samet  finds  the  war's  ambivalent  legacy  in  some  of  its  most
heavily  mythologized  figures:  the  war  correspondent  epitomized
by Ernie Pyle, the character of the erstwhile G.I. turned either cop
or criminal in the pulp fiction and feature films of the late 1940s,
the  disaffected  Civil  War  veteran  who  looms  so  large  on  the
screen in the Cold War Western, and the resurgent military hero
of the post-Vietnam period. Taken together, these figures reveal
key elements of postwar attitudes toward violence, liberty, and
nation—attitudes that have shaped domestic and foreign policy
and that respond in various ways to various assumptions about
national  identity  and  purpose  established  or  affirmed  by  World
War II. As the United States reassesses its roles in Afghanistan
and the Middle East, the time has come to rethink our national
mythology:  the  way  that  World  War  II  shaped  our  sense  of
national destiny, our beliefs about the use of American military
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force  throughout  the  world,  and  our  inability  to  accept  the
realities  of  the  twenty-first  century’s  decades  of  devastating
conflict.

Slaughterhouse-Five

A Novel Dial Press Trade Paperback
A  special  fiftieth  anniversary  edition  of  Kurt  Vonnegut’s
masterpiece, “a desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront
the monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time), featuring
a new introduction by Kevin Powers, author of the National Book
Award finalist The Yellow Birds Selected by the Modern Library as
one of the 100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an
American  classic,  is  one  of  the  world’s  great  antiwar  books.
Centering on the infamous World War II  firebombing of Dresden,
the novel is the result  of  what Kurt Vonnegut described as a
twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had
witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It combines historical
fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an account of
the life  of  Billy  Pilgrim,  a  barber’s  son turned draftee turned
optometrist  turned  alien  abductee.  As  Vonnegut  had,  Billy
experiences  the  destruction  of  Dresden  as  a  POW.  Unlike
Vonnegut,  he  experiences  time travel,  or  coming “unstuck in
time.”  An  instant  bestseller,  Slaughterhouse-Five  made  Kurt
Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature, a reputation that
only  strengthened  over  time,  despite  his  being  banned  and
censored by some libraries and schools for content and language.
But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s writing—the
political  edginess,  the  genre-bending  inventiveness,  the  frank
violence, the transgressive wit—that have inspired generations of
readers not just to look differently at the world around them but
to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wide-
ranging  as  Norman Mailer,  John  Irving,  Michael  Crichton,  Tim
O’Brien,  Margaret  Atwood,  Elizabeth  Strout,  David  Sedaris,
Jennifer  Egan,  and J.  K.  Rowling have all  found inspiration in
Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut
as  “the  kind  of  writer  who  made  people—young  people
especially—want  to  write.”  George  Saunders  has  declared
Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate American writer of
our  century,  who  offers  us  .  .  .  a  model  of  the  kind  of
compassionate thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.”
Fifty years after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam
War, Vonnegut's portrayal of political disillusionment, PTSD, and
postwar  anxiety  feels  as  relevant,  darkly  humorous,  and
profoundly  affecting  as  ever,  an  enduring  beacon  through  our
own era’s uncertainties. “Poignant and hilarious, threaded with
compassion and, behind everything, the cataract of a thundering
moral statement.”—The Boston Globe

A Daughter's Tale

The Memoir of Winston Churchill's Youngest Child Random
House
In this charming and intimate memoir, the youngest daughter of
Winston Churchill  shares stories from her remarkable life—and
tells of the unbreakable bond she forged with her father through
some of the most tumultuous years in British history. Through a
combination  of  personal  reminiscences  and  never-before-
published diary entries, Mary Soames, the youngest daughter of
Clementine  and Winston Churchill,  describes  what  it  was  like
growing up as the scion of one of the lions of twentieth-century
statecraft.  Warm memories of  a  childhood spent  roaming the
grounds  of  the  family’s  country  estate,  tending  to  a  small
menagerie of pets, evoke the idyllic mood of England between
the wars. As she matures into one of her father’s most trusted

companions,  we  are  given  rare  glimpses  inside  the  glittering
social milieu through which the Churchills moved—as well as the
rough-and-tumble  world  of  British  politics.  With  fly-on-the-wall
immediacy, Mary describes the momentous debate in Parliament
where Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain was driven from office,
paving the way for Winston Churchill’s ascension and the grueling
crucible of World War II. During the war Mary served as a gunner
in the women’s auxiliary, helping to shoot down the German V-1
rockets  then  bedeviling  London.  Styling  herself  as  Private  M.
Churchill  to  avoid publicity,  she led a unique double life  that
comes  vividly  alive  again  in  the  retelling.  Splitting  her  time
between luncheons at Chequers—where she spent time with the
likes  of  Lord  Mountbatten—and  the  turret  of  an  anti-aircraft
battery, she was never far from the center of the action. Hitler
even reportedly  hatched a plan,  never  consummated,  to  hire
spies to seduce her in order to gain access to secret British war
plans. She attended the Potsdam Conference as her father’s aide-
de-camp, arranging a memorable dinner with Harry Truman and
Josef Stalin (whom she acidly remembers as “small, dapper, and
rather twinkly”). And when British voters overwhelmingly turned
on Winston Churchill in the 1945 election, it is left to Mary to
recount the pain and devastation her father could never publicly
express.  The  mutual  love  and  affection  between  Mary  Soames
and her parents pours forth from every page of this elegantly
written memoir.  A Daughter’s Tale is  both a moving personal
history and a source of untold insight into one of the enduring
icons of British national life.

In Extremis

The Life and Death of the War Correspondent Marie Colvin
Farrar, Straus and Giroux
A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice. Long-listed for
the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence. Named a Best Book of
2018 by Esquire and Foreign Policy. An Amazon Best Book of
November, the Guardian Bookshop Book of November, and one of
the Evening Standard's Books to Read in November "Now, thanks
to Hilsum’s deeply reported and passionately written book, [Marie
Colvin]  has  the  full  accounting  that  she  deserves."  --Joshua
Hammer,  The  New York  Times  The  inspiring  and  devastating
biography  of  Marie  Colvin,  the  foremost  war  reporter  of  her
generation, who was killed in Syria in 2012, and whose life story
also  forms  the  basis  of  the  feature  film  A  Private  War,  starring
Rosamund Pike as Colvin. When Marie Colvin was killed in an
artillery attack in Homs, Syria, in 2012, at age fifty-six, the world
lost a fearless and iconoclastic war correspondent who covered
the most significant global calamities of her lifetime. In Extremis,
written  by  her  fellow  reporter  Lindsey  Hilsum,  is  a  thrilling
investigation into Colvin’s epic life and tragic death based on
exclusive access to her intimate diaries from age thirteen to her
death, interviews with people from every corner of her life, and
impeccable research. After growing up in a middle-class Catholic
family on Long Island, Colvin studied with the legendary journalist
John  Hersey  at  Yale,  and  eventually  started  working  for  The
Sunday  Times  of  London,  where  she  gained  a  reputation  for
bravery and compassion as she told the stories of victims of the
major conflicts of our time. She lost sight in one eye while in Sri
Lanka  covering  the  civil  war,  interviewed  Gaddafi  and  Arafat
many  times,  and  repeatedly  risked  her  life  covering  conflicts  in
Chechnya, East Timor, Kosovo, and the Middle East. Colvin lived
her personal life in extremis, too: bold, driven, and complex, she
was married twice, took many lovers, drank and smoked, and
rejected society’s  expectations for  women.  Despite PTSD, she
refused  to  give  up  reporting.  Like  her  hero  Martha  Gellhorn,
Colvin was committed to bearing witness to the horrifying truths
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of  war,  and  to  shining  a  light  on  the  profound  suffering  of
ordinary people caught in the midst of conflict. Lindsey Hilsum’s
In Extremis is a devastating and revelatory biography of one of
the greatest war correspondents of her generation.

The Art of War Diamond Pocket Books Pvt Ltd
The Art of War is an enduring classic that holds a special place in
the culture and history of East Asia. An ancient Chinese text on
the philosophy and politics of warfare and military strategy, the
treatise was written in 6th century B.C. by a warrior-philosopher
now famous all over the world as Sun Tzu. Sun Tzu's teachings
remain as relevant to leaders and strategists today as they were
to  rulers  and military  generals  in  ancient  times.  Divided into
thirteen chapters and written succinctly, The Art of War is a must-
read for anybody who works in a competitive environment.

The War that Saved My Life Penguin
* Newbery Honor Book * #1 New York Times Bestseller * Winner
of the Schneider Family Book Award * Wall Street Journal Best
Children's  Books of  the Year  *  New York Public  Library's  100
Books for Reading and Sharing An exceptionally moving story of
triumph  against  all  odds  set  during  World  War  II,  from  the
acclaimed author of Fighting Words, and for fans of Fish in a Tree
and Number the Stars. Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-
room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted
foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped
out  of  London  to  escape  the  war,  Ada  doesn’t  waste  a
minute—she sneaks out to join him. So begins a new adventure
for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take
the two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to
read,  and  watches  for  German  spies,  she  begins  to  trust
Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end,
will  their  bond  be  enough  to  hold  them  together  through
wartime? Or will  Ada and her brother fall  back into the cruel
hands of their mother? This masterful work of historical fiction is
equal parts adventure and a moving tale of family and identity—a
classic in the making. "Achingly lovely...Nuanced and emotionally
a c u t e . " — T h e  W a l l  S t r e e t  J o u r n a l
"Unforgettable...unflinching."—Common  Sense  Media  ★  “Brisk
and honest...Cause for celebration.” —Kirkus, starred review ★
"Poignant."—Publ ishers  Weekly,  starred  review  ★
"Powerful."—The Horn Book, starred review "Affecting."—Booklist
"Emotionally  satisfying...[A]  page-turner."—BCCB  “Exquisitely
written...Heart-lifting.”  —SLJ  "Astounding...This  book  is
remarkable."—Karen Cushman, author The Midwife's Apprentice
"Beautifully  told."—Patricia  MacLachlan,  author  of  Sarah,  Plain
and Tall "I read this novel in two big gulps."—Gary D. Schmidt,
author  of  Okay for  Now "I  love Ada's  bold  heart...Her  story's
riveting."—Sheila Turnage, author of Three Times Lucky

The Moral Equivalent of War Read Books Ltd
This rare book contains a text written as part of an initiative by
The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Association  for  International
Conciliation  in  an  attempt  to  arouse  in  the  interest  of  the
American people in the progress of the movement for promoting
international peace and good fellowship between nations. This
fascinating treatise details the reasons for war in general and
proposes the possible resources for the prevention thereof in the
modern world, eloquently written by the great William James. A
fascinating paper sure to appeal to collectors and enthusiast of
antiquarian political literature, this scarce text has been elected
for  republication  because of  its  historical  importance,  proudly
republished now with a new introductory biography of the author.
William James (1842 –1910) was an American philosopher and
psychologist, widely hailed as one of the leading 19th century

thinkers and philosophers the United States has ever produced.
This book was originally published in 1910.

What Every Person Should Know About  War  Simon and
Schuster
Acclaimed New York Times journalist and author Chris Hedges
offers  a  critical  --  and  fascinating  --  lesson  in  the  dangerous
realities  of  our  age:  a  stark  look  at  the  effects  of  war  on
combatants.  Utterly lacking in rhetoric or dogma, this manual
relies  instead  on  bare  fact,  frank  description,  and  a  spare
question-and-answer  format.  Hedges  allows  U.S.  military
documentation  of  the  brutalizing  physical  and  psychological
consequences of combat to speak for itself. Hedges poses dozens
of questions that young soldiers might ask about combat, and
then answers them by quoting from medical and psychological
studies. • What are my chances of being wounded or killed if we
go to war? • What does it feel like to get shot? • What do artillery
shells do to you? • What is the most painful way to get wounded?
• Will I be afraid? • What could happen to me in a nuclear attack?
•  What  does  it  feel  like  to  kill  someone?  •  Can  I  withstand
torture?  •  What  are  the  long-term  consequences  of  combat
stress? • What will happen to my body after I die? This profound
and devastating portrayal of the horrors to which we subject our
armed forces stands as a ringing indictment of the glorification of
war and the concealment of its barbarity.

The War of the Worlds First Avenue Editions ™
When a meteorite lands in Surrey, the locals don't know what to
make of it. But as Martians emerge and begin killing bystanders,
it quickly becomes clear—England is under attack. Armed soldiers
converge on the scene to ward off the invaders, but meanwhile,
more Martian cylinders land on Earth, bringing reinforcements. As
war  breaks  out  across  England,  the  locals  must  fight  for  their
lives,  but  life  on  Earth  will  never  be  the  same.  This  is  an
unabridged  version  of  one  of  the  first  fictional  accounts  of
extraterrestrial  invasion.  H.  G.  Wells's  military  science  fiction
novel was first published in book form in 1898, and is considered
a classic of English literature.

The Story of the Good Little Boy Library of Alexandria

War Is a Force that Gives Us Meaning PublicAffairs
As  a  veteran  war  correspondent,  Chris  Hedges  has  survived
ambushes  in  Central  America,  imprisonment  in  Sudan,  and a
beating by Saudi military police. He has seen children murdered
for sport in Gaza and petty thugs elevated into war heroes in the
Balkans. Hedges, who is also a former divinity student, has seen
war at  its  worst  and knows too well  that  to  those who pass
through it, war can be exhilarating and even addictive: “It gives
us purpose, meaning, a reason for living.” Drawing on his own
experience  and  on  the  literature  of  combat  from  Homer  to
Michael Herr, Hedges shows how war seduces not just those on
the front lines but entire societies—corrupting politics, destroying
culture, and perverting basic human desires. Mixing hard-nosed
realism with profound moral and philosophical insight, War Is a
Force that Gives Us Meaning is  a work of  terrible power and
redemptive  clarity  whose  truths  have  never  been  more
necessary.

The Trojan War Museum: and Other Stories W. W. Norton &
Company
A debut story collection of  spectacular imaginative range and
lyricism from a Pushcart Prize–winning author. In Ayse Papatya
Bucak’s dreamlike narratives, dead girls recount the effects of an
earthquake  and  a  chess-playing  automaton  falls  in  love.  A
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student  stops  eating  and  no  one  knows  whether  her  act  is
personal or political. A Turkish wrestler, a hero in the East, is seen
as a brute in the West. The anguish of an Armenian refugee is
“performed” at an American fund-raiser. An Ottoman ambassador
in Paris amasses a tantalizing collection of erotic art. And in the
masterful title story, the Greek god Apollo confronts his personal
history  and  bewails  his  Homeric  reputation  as  he  tries  to
memorialize, and make sense of, generations of war. A joy and a
provocation,  Bucak’s  stories  confront  the  nature  of  historical
memory with humor and humanity. Surreal and poignant, they
examine  the  tension  between  myth  and  history,  cultural
categories and personal identity, performance and authenticity.

The Afghanistan Papers

A Secret History of the War Simon and Schuster
The groundbreaking investigative story of how three successive
presidents and their  military commanders deceived the public
year after year about America’s longest war, foreshadowing the
Taliban’s recapture of Afghanistan, by Washington Post reporter
and  three-time  Pulitzer  Prize  finalist  Craig  Whitlock.  Unlike  the
wars in Vietnam and Iraq, the US invasion of Afghanistan in 2001
had  near-unanimous  public  support.  At  first,  the  goals  were
straightforward  and  clear:  to  defeat  al-Qaeda  and  prevent  a
repeat of 9/11. Yet soon after the United States and its allies
removed the  Taliban  from power,  the  mission  veered  off  course
and  US  officials  lost  sight  of  their  original  objectives.  Distracted
by  the  war  in  Iraq,  the  US  military  became  mired  in  an
unwinnable  guerrilla  conflict  in  a  country  it  did  not  understand.
But no president wanted to admit failure, especially in a war that
began as a just cause. Instead, the Bush, Obama, and Trump
administrations sent more and more troops to Afghanistan and
repeatedly said they were making progress, even though they
knew there was no realistic prospect for an outright victory. Just
as the Pentagon Papers changed the public’s understanding of
Vietnam,  The  Afghanistan  Papers  contains  startling  revelation
after revelation from people who played a direct role in the war,
from leaders in the White House and the Pentagon to soldiers and
aid workers on the front lines.  In unvarnished language, they
admit that the US government’s strategies were a mess, that the
nation-building project was a colossal failure, and that drugs and
corruption gained a stranglehold over their allies in the Afghan
government. All  told,  the account is based on interviews with
more than 1,000 people who knew that the US government was
presenting  a  distorted,  and  sometimes  entirely  fabricated,
version of the facts on the ground. Documents unearthed by The
Washington  Post  reveal  that  President  Bush  didn’t  know  the
name of  his  Afghanistan war commander—and didn’t  want to
make  time  to  meet  with  him.  Secretary  of  Defense  Donald
Rumsfeld admitted he had “no visibility into who the bad guys
are.” His successor, Robert Gates, said: “We didn’t know jack shit
about al-Qaeda.” The Afghanistan Papers is a shocking account
that will supercharge a long overdue reckoning over what went
wrong and forever change the way the conflict is remembered.

This Is How You Lose the Time War Simon and Schuster
HUGO  AWARD  WINNER:  BEST  NOVELLA  NEBULA  AND  LOCUS
AWARDS  WINNER:  BEST  NOVELLA  “[An]  exquisitely  crafted
tale...Part  epistolary  romance,  part  mind-blowing  science  fiction
adventure, this dazzling story unfolds bit by bit, revealing layers
of  meaning as  it  plays  with  cause  and effect,  wildly  imaginative
technologies,  and  increasingly  intricate  wordplay...This  short
novel warrants multiple readings to fully unlock its complexities.”
—Publishers  Weekly  (starred  review).  From  award-winning
authors Amal El-Mohtar and Max Gladstone comes an enthralling,

romantic novel spanning time and space about two time-traveling
rivals who fall in love and must change the past to ensure their
future.  Among  the  ashes  of  a  dying  world,  an  agent  of  the
Commandment finds a letter. It reads: Burn before reading. Thus
begins  an  unlikely  correspondence  between  two  rival  agents
hellbent on securing the best possible future for their warring
factions.  Now,  what  began  as  a  taunt,  a  battlefield  boast,
becomes something more. Something epic. Something romantic.
Something that could change the past and the future. Except the
discovery of their bond would mean the death of each of them.
There’s still a war going on, after all. And someone has to win.
That’s  how  war  works,  right?  Cowritten  by  two  beloved  and
award-winning sci-fi writers, This Is How You Lose the Time War is
an epic love story spanning time and space.

The Berets Penguin
They were the chosen ones--and the ones to be the best. Never
before had the United States given so select  a group of  fighting
men such punishing preparation. Now they were heading for their
ultimate test of skill and nerve and sacrifice, in a war unlike any
they or their country had ever fought before...in a land that most
of America still knew nothing about...Vietnam.

Presidents of War

The Epic Story, from 1807 to Modern Times Broadway Books
Ever  since  our  nation's  founding,  after  a  nearly  decade-long
struggle  with  Great  Britain,  America  has  found  itself  almost
continuously at war. And at the forefront of every struggle-large
or small, foreign or domestic, celebrated or forgotten-has been
the president, who as commander-in-chief of the armed forces
has to make the impossible choice of when to hazard American
lives.  Michael  Beschloss is  a  lauded historian and one of  the
keenest observers of the White House. In Presidents of War, he
offers an authoritative portrait of our major wartime presidents in
action,  from the  War  of  1812  to  the  Vietnam War.  Whether
examining  Lincoln's  controversial  military  leadership,  Wilson's
idealistic  and  authoritarian  approach  to  World  War  I,  or  LBJ
sinking into the quagmire of Vietnam, Beschloss employs deep
research and unsurpassed storytelling to bring these presidents
to life in moments of public oratory and private doubt. He also
charts their relationships with the public, which has consigned
them  to  fame  or  infamy,  and  with  Congress,  which  has
continually  struggled  to  define  and  redefine  the  president's
wartime  powers.  Provocative  and  illuminating,  Presidents  of
Waris  a  definitive  work  of  presidential  history  and an  invaluable
guide to leadership and decision-making in times of crisis.

Echoes of War Echoes Trilogy
When Dani--one of many civilians living on the fringes to evade a
war  that's  been  raging  between  a  faction  of  aliens  and  the
remnants of Earth's military for decades--discovers that she's not
human, her life is upended . . . and she's drawn into the very
battle she's spent her whole life avoiding.

Iron and Blood

Book  Two  of  the  Expansion  Wars  Trilogy  Createspace
Independent Publishing Platform
The  Black  Fleet  Saga  continues...  A  human  planet  has  been
invaded. The enigmatic Darshik have landed troops on a frontier
world  and  have  begun  subduing  major  cities  even  as  their
blockade  repels  all  attempts  by  the  fledgling  United  Terran
Federation to mount a counteroffensive. The Federation's military
command  is  desperate  and  with  their  fleet  still  in  tatters  they
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make  a  last  ditch  effort  to  free  the  planet:  They  pull  Captain
Jackson Wolfe out of retirement and put him in command of a
ship they hope can get past the defending armada and provide
support to the beleaguered Marines and civilians fighting on the
surface of the contested world. There is no reasoning with this
enemy. If the Terran Federation wants their planet back, they will
have to pay the price. Iron & Blood is the second book of The
Expansion Wars Trilogy and the fifth book of the Black Fleet Saga.

We Were Soldiers Once . . . and Young

Ia Drang—The Battle That Changed the War in Vietnam
Open Road Media
New York Times Bestseller: A “powerful and epic story . . . the
best account of infantry combat I have ever read” (Col. David
Hackworth, author of About Face). In November 1965, some 450
men of the First Battalion, Seventh Cavalry, under the command
of Lt. Col. Harold Moore, were dropped into a small clearing in the
Ia Drang Valley.  They were immediately surrounded by 2,000
North Vietnamese soldiers. Three days later, only two and a half
miles away, a sister battalion was brutally slaughtered. Together,
these actions at the landing zones X-Ray and Albany constituted
one  of  the  most  savage  and  significant  battles  of  the  Vietnam
War.  They  were  the  first  major  engagements  between  the  US
Army and the People’s Army of Vietnam. How these Americans
persevered—sacrificing themselves for their comrades and never
giving up—creates a vivid portrait of war at its most devastating
and inspiring. Lt. Gen. Moore and Joseph L. Galloway—the only
journalist  on  the  ground  throughout  the  fighting—interviewed
hundreds of men who fought in the battle, including the North
Vietnamese commanders. Their poignant account rises above the
ordeal it chronicles to depict men facing the ultimate challenge,
dealing with it in ways they would have once found unimaginable.
It  reveals  to  us,  as  rarely  before,  man’s  most  heroic  and
horrendous endeavor.

Churchill, Hitler, and "The Unnecessary War"

How Britain Lost Its Empire and the West Lost the World
Crown Forum
Were World Wars I and II inevitable? Were they necessary wars?
Or were they products of calamitous failures of judgment? In this
monumental  and provocative history,  Patrick Buchanan makes
the  case  that,  if  not  for  the  blunders  of  British  statesmen–
Winston Churchill first among them–the horrors of two world wars
and  the  Holocaust  might  have  been  avoided  and  the  British
Empire might never have collapsed into ruins. Half a century of
murderous oppression of scores of millions under the iron boot of
Communist tyranny might never have happened, and Europe’s
central role in world affairs might have been sustained for many
generations. Among the British and Churchillian errors were: •
The secret decision of a tiny cabal in the inner Cabinet in 1906 to
take Britain straight to war against Germany, should she invade
France  •  The  vengeful  Treaty  of  Versailles  that  mutilated
Germany,  leaving  her  bitter,  betrayed,  and  receptive  to  the
appeal of Adolf Hitler • Britain’s capitulation, at Churchill’s urging,
to  American  pressure  to  sever  the  Anglo-Japanese  alliance,
insulting  and  isolating  Japan,  pushing  her  onto  the  path  of
militarism and conquest • The greatest mistake in British history:
the unsolicited war guarantee to Poland of March 1939, ensuring
the Second World War Certain to create controversy and spirited
argument, Churchill, Hitler, and “the Unnecessary War” is a grand
and bold insight into the historic failures of judgment that ended
centuries of European rule and guaranteed a future no one who
lived in that vanished world could ever have envisioned.

How Civil Wars Start

And How to Stop Them Crown
NEW  YORK  TIMES  BESTSELLER  •  A  leading  political  scientist
examines  the  dramatic  rise  in  violent  extremism around  the
globe and sounds the alarm on the increasing likelihood of a
second civil war in the United States “Like those who spoke up
clearly about the dangers of global warming decades ago, Walter
delivers a grave message that we ignore at our peril.”—David
Remnick,  The New Yorker  Political  violence rips  apart  several
towns in southwest Texas. A far-right militia plots to kidnap the
governor of Michigan and try her for treason. An armed mob of
Trump  supporters  and  conspiracy  theorists  storms  the  U.S.
Capitol.  Are  these  isolated  incidents?  Or  is  this  the  start  of
something  bigger?  Barbara  F.  Walter  has  spent  her  career
studying civil  conflict  in  places like Iraq,  Ukraine,  and Sri  Lanka,
but now she has become increasingly worried about her own
country.  Perhaps  surprisingly,  both  autocracies  and  healthy
democracies are largely immune from civil war; it’s the countries
in the middle ground that are most vulnerable. And this is where
more and more countries, including the United States, are finding
themselves today.  Over the last  two decades,  the number of
active civil  wars around the world has almost doubled. Walter
reveals the warning signs—where wars tend to start, who initiates
them, what triggers them—and why some countries tip over into
conflict  while  others  remain  stable.  Drawing  on  the  latest
international research and lessons from over twenty countries,
Walter  identifies  the  crucial  risk  factors,  from  democratic
backsliding to factionalization and the politics of resentment. A
civil war today won’t look like America in the 1860s, Russia in the
1920s, or Spain in the 1930s. It will begin with sporadic acts of
violence and terror, accelerated by social media. It will sneak up
on us and leave us wondering how we could have been so blind.
In this urgent and insightful book, Walter redefines civil war for a
new  age,  providing  the  framework  we  need  to  confront  the
danger we now face—and the knowledge to stop it before it’s too
late. Praise for How Civil Wars Start “It turns out that there is a
discipline that you might call  ‘civilwarology’—the study of the
factors that lead to civil war. . . . Barbara F. Walter became a
civilwarologist nearly a quarter of a century ago and her entry is
evidently well-thumbed in the Rolodexes of the CIA and the U.S.
State Department. In other words, she knows what she’s talking
about—which makes this book rather scary.”—The Times (U.K.)

A Novel of the Next World War 2034
From  two  former  military  officers  and  award-winning  authors,  a
chillingly  authentic  geopolitical  thriller  that  imagines  a  naval
clash between the US and China in the South China Sea in 2034--
and the path from there to a nightmarish global conflagration.On
March  12,  2034,  US  Navy  Commodore  Sarah  Hunt  is  on  the
bridge of her flagship, the guided missile destroyer USS John Paul
Jones, conducting a routine freedom of navigation patrol in the
South  China  Sea  when  her  ship  detects  an  unflagged  trawler  in
clear distress, smoke billowing from its bridge. On that same day,
US Marine aviator Major Chris "Wedge" Mitchell is flying an F35E
Lightning  over  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  testing  a  new  stealth
technology  as  he  flirts  with  Iranian  airspace.  By  the  end  of  that
day,  Wedge  will  be  an  Iranian  prisoner,  and  Sarah  Hunt's
destroyer will lie at the bottom of the sea, sunk by the Chinese
Navy. Iran and China have clearly coordinated their moves, which
involve the use of powerful new forms of cyber weaponry that
render  US  ships  and  planes  defenseless.  In  a  single  day,
America's  faith  in  its  military's  strategic  pre-eminence  is  in
tatters. A new, terrifying era is at hand.So begins a disturbingly
plausible  work  of  speculative  fiction,  co-authored  by  an  award-
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winning novelist and decorated Marine veteran and the former
commander of NATO, a legendary admiral who has spent much of
his  career  strategically  outmaneuvering  America's  most
tenacious  adversaries.  Written  with  a  powerful  blend  of
geopolitical sophistication and human empathy, 2034 takes us
inside  the  minds  of  a  global  cast  of  characters--Americans,
Chinese,  Iranians,  Russians,  Indians--as  a  series  of  arrogant
miscalculations on all sides leads the world into an intensifying
international storm. In the end, China and the United States will
have paid a staggering cost, one that forever alters the global
balance  of  power.Everything  in  2034  is  an  imaginative
extrapolation from present-day facts  on the ground combined
with the authors' years working at the highest and most classified
levels of national security. Sometimes it takes a brilliant work of
fiction  to  illuminate  the  most  dire  of  warnings:  2034  is  all  too
close at hand, and this cautionary tale presents the reader a dark
yet possible future that we must do all we can to avoid.

The Pity of War

Explaining World War I Basic Books
In  The  Pity  of  War,  Niall  Ferguson  makes  a  simple  and
provocative argument:  that  the human atrocity  known as the
Great  War  was  entirely  England's  fault.  Britain,  according  to
Ferguson,  entered  into  war  based  on  naïve  assumptions  of
German aims—and England's entry into the war transformed a
Continental  conflict  into  a  world  war,  which  they  then  badly
mishandled, necessitating American involvement. The war was
not  inevitable,  Ferguson  argues,  but  rather  the  result  of  the
mistaken decisions of individuals who would later claim to have
been in the grip of  huge impersonal  forces.That the war was
wicked, horrific, inhuman,is memorialized in part by the poetry of
men like Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon, but also by cold
statistics.  More British soldiers were killed in the first  day of  the
Battle of the Somme than Americans in the Vietnam War; indeed,
the  total  British  fatalities  in  that  single  battle—some
420,000—exceeds the entire American fatalities for both World
Wars. And yet, as Ferguson writes, while the war itself was a
disastrous folly, the great majority of men who fought it did so
with  enthusiasm.  Ferguson  vividly  brings  back  to  life  this
terrifying period, not through dry citation of chronological chapter
and verse but through a series of brilliant chapters focusing on
key ways in which we now view the First World War.For anyone
wanting to understand why wars are fought, why men are willing
to  fight  them,  and  why  the  world  is  as  it  is  today,  there  is  no
sharper nor more stimulating guide than Niall Ferguson's The Pity
of War.

The Zookeeper's Wife: A War Story W. W. Norton & Company
Documents the heroic true story of  Warsaw Zoo keepers and
resistance  activists  Jan  and  Antonina  Zabinski  who,  in  the
aftermath of Germany's invasion of Poland, saved the lives of
hundreds of Jewish citizens by smuggling them into empty cages
and their home villa. Reprint. 70,000 first printing.

The Forever War Macmillan
"Del Rey book." Battling the Taurans in space was one problem
as Private  William Mandella  worked his  way up the  ranks  to
major. In spanning the stars, he aged only months while Earth
aged centuries.

To End a War

The  Conflict  in  Yugoslavia--America's  Inside  Story--
Negotiating  with  Milosevic  Modern  Library

When  President  Clinton  sent  Richard  Holbrooke  to  Bosnia  as
America's chief negotiator in late 1995, he took a gamble that
would  eventually  redefine  his  presidency.  But  there  was  no
saying then, at the height of the war, that Holbrooke's mission
would succeed. The odds were strongly against it. As passionate
as he was controversial, Holbrooke believed that the only way to
bring peace to  the Balkans  was through a  complex blend of
American leadership, aggressive and creative diplomacy, and a
willingness to use force, if necessary, in the cause for peace. This
was not a universally popular view. Resistance was fierce within
the United Nations and the chronically divided Contact Group,
and in Washington, where many argued that the United States
should not get more deeply involved. This book is Holbrooke's
gripping inside account of his mission, of the decisive months
when,  belatedly  and  reluctantly  but  ultimately  decisively,  the
United States reasserted its moral authority and leadership and
ended Europe's worst war in over half a century. To End a War
reveals many important new details of how America made this
historic decision. What George F. Kennan has called Holbrooke's
"heroic efforts" were shaped by the enormous tragedy with which
the mission began, when three of his four team members were
killed  during  their  first  attempt  to  reach  Sarajevo.  In  Belgrade,
Sarajevo, Zagreb, Paris, Athens, and Ankara, and throughout the
dramatic  roller-coaster  ride  at  Dayton,  he  tirelessly  imposed,
cajoled, and threatened in the quest to stop the killing and forge
a peace agreement. Holbrooke's portraits of the key actors, from
officials in the White House and the Élysée Palace to the leaders
in the Balkans, are sharp and unforgiving. His explanation of how
the United States was finally forced to intervene breaks important
new ground, as does his discussion of the near disaster in the
early period of the implementation of the Dayton agreement. To
End  a  War  is  a  brilliant  portrayal  of  high-wire,  high-stakes
diplomacy in one of the toughest negotiations of modern times. A
classic account of the uses and misuses of American power, its
lessons go far beyond the boundaries of the Balkans and provide
a powerful argument for continued American leadership in the
modern world.

There Was a Country

A Personal History of Biafra Penguin
From  the  legendary  author  of  Things  Fall  Apart  comes  a
longawaited memoir  about  coming of  age with  a  fragile  new
nation, then watching it torn asunder in a tragic civil war The
defining experience of Chinua Achebe’s life was the Nigerian civil
war,  also  known  as  the  Biafran  War,  of  1967–1970.  The  conflict
was infamous for its savage impact on the Biafran people, Chinua
Achebe’s people, many of whom were starved to death after the
Nigerian government blockaded their borders. By then, Chinua
Achebe was already a world-renowned novelist,  with a young
family  to  protect.  He  took  the  Biafran  side  in  the  conflict  and
served his government as a roving cultural  ambassador,  from
which vantage he absorbed the war’s full  horror.  Immediately
after,  Achebe took refuge in  an academic post  in  the United
States,  and  for  more  than  forty  years  he  has  maintained  a
considered  silence  on  the  events  of  those  terrible  years,
addressing them only obliquely through his poetry. Now, decades
in the making, comes a towering reckoning with one of modern
Africa’s  most  fateful  events,  from a  writer  whose  words  and
courage have left an enduring stamp on world literature. Achebe
masterfully relates his experience, bothas he lived it and how he
has come to understand it.  He begins his story with Nigeria’s
birth pangs and the story of his own upbringing as a man and as
a writer  so  that  we might  come to  understand the country’s
promise, which turned to horror when the hot winds of hatred
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began to stir. To read There Was a Country is to be powerfully
reminded  that  artists  have  a  particular  obligation,  especially
during  a  time  of  war.  All  writers,  Achebe  argues,  should  be
committed  writers—they  should  speak  for  their  history,  their
beliefs, and their people. Marrying history and memoir, poetry

and prose, There Was a Country is a distillation of vivid firsthand
observation  and  forty  years  of  research  and  reflection.  Wise,
humane, and authoritative, it will stand as definitive and reinforce
Achebe’s place as one of the most vital literary and moral voices
of our age.


